
Decision No. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE· STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In toe Matter of ti.'le Application of ) 
11£RRIFIZU> nUCKING COi."IP~t'l" a cor-· ) 
poration" for a certificate of ) 
public convenience and necessity to ) 
operate as a hi$hway common carrier: ) 
(a) Of commoditl.es gen~ally" with ) 
named except.ions" between cert.ain ) 
points as to which applicant is ) 
presently aut~orized to transport ) 
specifically named commodities; ) 
(b) . Of specifically named food ) 
products, certain relat.ed articles, ) 
and commodities req,uiring tempera- ) 
t.ure cont.rol between (i) Sacramento ) 
and Stoektonand intermediate ) 
l'oints, (ii) S.?cr.'Zltllento and points ) 
in the San Francisco Territory as ) 
described" and intermedi.zte points ~ 
via U. S. P~ga~ays 40 and 50, (iii) 
Goleta and points in the San 

Application No. 41901 . 
Francisco Territory as described » 
serving intermediate points on • 
u. s. Highway 101 and (iv) the off- ) 
route points of Hood:, Courtl.l.Xld, ) 
'to7atsonville, Santa Cruz, and ) 
Castroville; and (c) Of specifi- ) 
cally n~ed food products and other ) 
related ~ticles and commodities ) 
requiring tcmper~ture control ) 
between ~he points and places ) 
described in (b) Above and certain ) 
presently authorized points, as ) 
extensions of Applicantts present ) 
services pursuant to.:. Section 1063,,', ) 
Public Utilities Code. ) 

Theodore W. Russell, of Gl~ & Russell, 
for applicant. 

Willard s. Jol1nson, for J. Christenson Co.; 
~ca Peters Truclctng Co., Inc.; Karlson 
Bros. Trucking Service; and !:lills 
Transportation Co., protestants. 

~ 

By this application filed on February 1, 1960, Me~ifield 

Trucking Company, a california corpor.ation, requests authority to 
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extend and enlarge its certificate of public convenienee ano. nec~s-

. sity as a highway common carrier in orde-.c to transport general 

commodities, with certain exceptions) from and between various points 

in the Los Angeles Area) San Joaquin Valley A:res, San Diego krCll 

and San Francisco 'I'errito:ry. In addition, the carrier also requests 

authority to carry certain specialized commodities requirin3 temper

ature control between approximately the same points. 

Public hearings on t:b'i.t; matter were held before Exami:oer 

James F. Mastoris. in Los Angeles on April l, 1960; anel in San 

Fr.ancisco on June 8 and 30) 1960, at which time evidence was pre

sented by the parties and the matter duly submitted. 

Current Op£rating Authority 

Presently tl~is carrier operates un&er a certificate of 

public convenience and necessity au~horizing: 

(a) General Commodity transportation in the l...os An$eles 

Area. 

(b) Certain food products and commodities req~iring 

temperature contxol between the Los Angeles Axea and the 

San Francisco Territo:ry and all points and places in Tulaxe 

County) Fresno, Sanger, Bakersfield, Goleta and San Diego. 

(c) Certain food products and commodities 4equiring 
. 

temperature control between the San Frc'lncisc:o Territory and 

S~ Diego. 

(d) Certain specialized commodities between various 

points in the San Joaquin Valley, on the one hand) and the 

Los Angeles f:.:rea, as well as pOints within the San Francisco 

Territory, and points and places· in 'Iul~re COUllty, Goleta 

and San Diego, on the other hand. 
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Shipper Evidence in S?pport of Applicat~ 

Evidence in support of this application indicateC1 that 

tnereased highway common carrier operative rights are necessary in 

order to satis:C-y the growing public d~d for the speci.9.1ized 

service offered by this carrier into the proposed destinat£on ter

ritories. Applicant: has specialized in the transportation of 

freight for those shippers engaged in the food processing and dis

tributing industry and related industries. In addition, this 

carrie-r has. also specialized for a number of years in the carriage 

of property requiring temperatm:c contl:'ol consisting of both frozen 

. and chUled merchandise. In recent years the volume, variety and 

quantity of the aforementioned products have increased to suCh an 

extent that the applicant has been forced to expand its operations 

in order to accommodate the shippin,g public's demands for this 

particular type of transportation. Applicant alleged, and offered 

proof in support thereof, that general commodity authorization is 

also necessary in order to enable it to meet and satisfy the 

integrated shipping requirements of the customers it regularly 

serv-es between the points it is now autb.ol:ized 1:0 $erve. In view 

of the expansion and growth of the frozen food induStry and allied 

businesses tJ:u:oughout the State of California) it is alleged> and 

shipper witnesses were presented in support of the applicant' $ 

allegations, that this carrier' $ authority should be extended in. 

order to cover the points requested for general commodities as ~ell 

ole the limited commodities in 'Which it specialize~. Said shipper 

witne~$es declaree that their shippfng rcquir~ents a~e such that 

they demand wt the food products) freigl1t requiri.."l6temper."tu:e 

control) and related artieles. 'be shipped both between POlnt~ which 

applicant can now serve and points which applicant p:oposes to 
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serve, either as part of the same shipment with split pickup::; and 

deliveries or as separate shipments moving at thcSanlC time. In 

addition, the growth ilnd e:cpansion in population and economic 

activity in the State of California has caused food processing and 

packaging plants to reloeate their facilities at l»ints olnd places 

at which food processing was not Go ~jor business until very 

recently. It is contended that transportation serviee for this type 

of industry must follow this rel~:ation. 

Protest 

Evidence was produced by the protestan'tS in opposition 

to the authority :equested to the' effeet: 

(1) That the gr3nting of the eertificate requested would have 

an adverse effect on their business in the Northern California. lu:ca 

in that available traffic will be diluted; 

(2) That they are now ~cnde:ing an adequate and satisfactory 

service in the Northern California Area in the commodities hereto

fo:e mentioned and ~ the speeiali?~d transportation he:etofo:e 

referred to and thus the proposal would constitute a wasteful 

duplieation of existing trucl( service; and 

(3) That they canaceommodate all of the available general 

commodi~ traffic as well as any increased temperature control 

commodities that may be offeree in Nortbern California points. 

Findings .md Conclusions 

Upon consideration of all the ~11e8ations of the applie~

tion and the evidence adduced at the hearings, the Commission finds 

that public convenienee and neeessity xequirc tl1at the applie~tion 

be g:-anted to the extent, set forth in the ensuing order. We find 

and concluci.e that there is a present and futu:ce need for th~ 

extension herein granted <XIlcl taat this carrier possesses. the 
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experience and special equipment necessary 1:0 extend its certificate 

.md maintain the operations to bcauthorized. 

vTe further find that the applicant possesse~ the financial 

ability to support the proposed se:vic~ and the resources eo acquire 

such additional equ.ipment as may be required to conduct sueh oper

ations. The requested relief wil!. be gr.a:l.ted by adding new and 

revised page::; to Appen6i.~ A of applic:~t! s p:esent certificate 

established in Decision l:~o. 53026, Application No. 39732, in order 

to ~corporatc the addit~l autho=i~ granted tn the order that 

fellows. Appendix A, therefore, as set forth in the follow:ing o:der 

will encompass the entire certificate, as revised, of the Merri£ielc1 

Trucking Company. 

Merrifield Iru~king Company is he:eby placed on notice 

that operative. ri.gb.ts,as such, do not: constitute .a class of 

property which may be capital1V-d 0: used .as an element of value :i.n 

rate fixing for eny amount of money in excess of that origin3.1ly 

paid ~o the State as the consideration for the grant of suCh righ~s. 

Aside from their purely permissive aspect, such rights extend to 

the holder a full or p.:trtial monopoly of a class of bus:i::o.es$. ove: <! 

particular route. !his monopoly feature may be modified or canceled 

at any time by the State, which is not in any respect limited .as to 

tb.e nt.:7:Ube: of rights which '11JaY be given. 

ORD'ZR. _ ............. --
Public hearing~ having been held .and based upon the 

evidence adduced therein, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. That a certificate of public convenience and nececsity is 

granted to Merrifield Trucld:o.g Company authorizing it to operate .0.$ 
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a highway Commotl. carrier as that term is defined in Section 213 of 

the Public Utilities Code for the transportation of property between' 

ta.c po1n~s and over the routes set: forth in Appendix A .ltt3chcd 

hereto and made a part hereof and subj ect to the conditions and 
, " 

restrictions of said Appendix A. Operating rights presently". 

described in applicant's current Appendix I .. as established ~d set 

forth :in Decision No. 58026, in Application No. 39732, are he:~bj 

mncuded by inco.,:porating. First Revised Pages 1 thror.lgh 5 in r~..sion 

of Original Pages 1 through 5, said amendment to become effective 

concunently wi'th the effective date of the tariff filings required 

by paragraph 2(1:» hereof. 

2. l'hat in providing service pursuant to the certificate 

hc:ein granted applic~t shall comply wi~ and observe the following 

service regulations: 

(a) Within thtrty days after the ef:ectivc date 
. hex-cof, applican:c shall file a -written 

acceptance of the certificate heretn granted. 
By accepting the certificate of public 
convenience and necessity herein granted, 
applicant is placed on notice that it will 
be reqUired, among other things, to file 
annual repo:ts of its operations and to 
comply with and observe the safety rules 
and other regulations of the Commission's 
General Order No. 99 and insurance require
ments of the Commission's General Order 
No. lOO-A. Fail1J%c 'to file such reports, 
in such form and at such time as the 
Commission mat direct:r or to comply with 
anc1 observe the provisions of General 
Orders l;Xo$. 99 and lOO-A, may result in a 
cancellation of the operating authority 
granted by this decision. 

(b) vlithin sixty days afte:r the effective c1atc 
hereof, and on not les~ than ten d.-'lYs' 
notice to the Commission and to the public, 

/ .. 
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applicant shall establish the serv-lce 
herein authorized. and file in tr1pl1c~tc. 
and concurrently m4ke cffceeivc~ tariffs 
satisfactory to the Commission. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

~ california. this d. 3~ 
day of 

Daeed at Be2l .Fr.md.sco 

~'i '~Q,f: · 1960. 

Pet'oX' E. M1te'h~11' 
Co=~ !.H.:1 o~e:::~~9~~~;:~.Jj.~ .. i~C!!.. 'be!:lg 
1l0eosso.r1:'y o.b:;C!'lt .. d.ie!. not :p~r~!.cl~Q:;o 
in tha d!s:poz1t1o~ ot this::proeoe~ing. 
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Append~ A ~IFIZLD 'IRUCKING COMP.A1:r.l, First Revised P~e 1 
4 corporation C~cels 

Orig1nal Page 1 

A. Merrifield 'l"ruek1ng Company, a corporation,. by the certificate of 

public convenience and necessity granted in the decision noted 1n 

the margin, is autho:rized to transport: 

1. GZNE:aAL COMMODITlBS, betw'een: 

(a) All points and places within the I.o::; Angeles A:rea, 
as described in Al?pcndix C attached to Decision l~o. 
58026 i:n Applicatl.OtL No. 39732. 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

All points and places in the Los Angeles A%ea, as 
described in Appendix C, on the one hand, and 
San Diego, Bake:sfield, Sanger, Fres:1o, 'I'urlocl<, 
Patt~son, Ceres, Modesto,. Stockton, and all points 
and places in the san FranciscO' !erritory, as 
described in Appendix Z attaChed to Decis~ No. 
58026 in Application No. 39732,. on the other hand. 

All points and plaees :in the San Francisco Tenitory, 
as described in Appendix Z,. on the one hand, and 
Stocl(~n, r1oc1csto, Ce:cs, Patterson, Turlock, Fresno, 
Sanger, Sakersf1eld, and San Diego, on the other 
hand. 

Stockton, Modesto, Ceres, Patterson, l'urlocl" 
Frcs1'lo, So.""':l3er, :Ba1(Crsfield., and San Diego. 

Poin~s ancL places in tulare County; and be~een 
points and places :in l'ul.a:-c Cooney;, on the one hancl., 
and Sange=, Fresno, Turlock, Patterson, Ceres, 
Mo<iesto, Stockton, Bal<ersfield, San Diego, points 
and places in the Los .. ~clcs t.:rea, ~s described in 
At>pcnCli.'"( C, ."lncl points and places in the San 
Francisco· Ter.ritory, as described in Appendix :3, 
on the other hand. 

2. FOODSTUFFS) SEVERAGZS or BEVERAGE PREPARATIONS, NOT 1'I'AMZD 
Il'l OT~ MORE SPECIFIC GROUPS, as listed Qlder that heading 
in Items l~os. 39L!·lO through 41150 of Wcste=n Classification 
No. 76, J. P. tiae!der, Alternate Agent, on the issue date 
thereof, except sugar, liquid. 

MBAl'S, COOKED, CUR...."='D, FRES1-l or PRZSZRVED; I.A..~; U.RD SUE
Sl'I'l'U'I'ES; RENDERw~ PORK FAl'S; or DR:ZSSZD PO'OLnY].. .... as listed 
under that heading :in Items Nos. 67700 through 6(;)\)30 of 
vlcstern Classification No. 76, J. P. Hackler, Altematc 
Agent, on the issue date thereof. 

Izsued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision tio. 606:t1 , Application No. 41901. 
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a corporation 

2. (continuedJ 

First R~vised Page 2 
Cancels' 
Original Page 2 

STARCH, as listed u.nder that heading in Items Nos. 
8775; through S77S0 of Western Classification No. 
76, JO' PO' Hackler, Alternate Agent, on the issue 
date thereof. 

FRUITS and VEGETABLES, FRESH, as list ed under that 
heading in Items Nos. 41$15 through 42220 of ~lestern 
Classification No. 76, J. P. Hackler, Alternate Agent, 
on the issue date thereof. 

BAKERY GOODS INCLUDINC "Il.'fF'FLES, FROZEN and PIFS OIT 
FROZEN, D.~ li~tcd und,¢r that h~lldinp; in I":.cms l\os. 
9745 throuz.l-J. 9820 of Westc:-n Classification No. 76, 
JO' P ... Hackler, Alternate Agent., on the issue date 
thereof. 

CANDY or CO~~ECTIONERY, as listed under that heading 
in Items Nos. 20050 ~=ough 20200 of ""est ern . Classi
fication l'ro. 76, J. P. Hackler, Alternate Agent, on 
t.he izsue c!ate thereof .. 

CASINGS (SAUSAGE or MEAT PRODUcrS), as listed under 
that heading in I~ens· Nos. 21360 through 21400 of 
Western Classification No. 76, J. P. Hackler, Alter
nate Agent, on the issue date th ereo£'. 

COCOA!rrJTS (also COCOANUT MILK), as li~ted under that 
headi!)S in Item No. ZS7S0 of W~ster.o. Classific~,tion 
No. 7 e, J. P. Hackler, Alternat e Age:lt 1 on the issue 
date thereof. 

DAIRY PRODTJCTS, INCLUDING BUTTER 7 lI.ARCARINE, EGGS, MILK 
and ICE CREAM, as listed under that heading in !te=:.s 
Nos. 31770 through 31930 of We$t em Classification No. 76, 
J. P. Hackler, Alternate Agent, on the is:t:.e date thereof. 

FEED, ANDI'J.J.. or POULTRY (INCLUDING FISH FOOD, FROZEN) 
as listed under that heading in Items Nos. :37030 
through 37691 of Western Classification No. 76, J. P. 
Hackler, Alternat·e Agent, on the issue date thereof. 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 
SOG1.:l Decision No. , Application No. 41901. 
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First Revised Page 3 
Cancels 
Original Page ;) 

2. (continued) 

FISH, FRESH or :'ROZJ:.'N, as listed \lnder that heading 
in Items Nos. 3$505 through 3$575 of vIe-stern Classi
fication No. 76, J. ? Hackler, Alternate Agent, on 
the issue date thereof. . 

FISH LIVERS, FROZEN, as listed u.nder that heading in 
Item No. 3S600 of Wectern Classification No. 76, J. P. 
Hael--..ler, Alternat.e Agent., on the issue date thereof .. 

FRUIT or BERRIES (in solution) as listed under tha~ 
hea.ding in Item No. 41550 or trlestern Classifiea-cion 
No. 76, J. P. Hackler, Alternate Agent, on the issue 
date thereof. 

FRUIT PEEL, or PULP - DRIED, as listed under that head
ing in Iten No. 41555· of Western Classification No. 76, 
J .. P. Hackler, Alternate Agent, on the issue date thereof'. 

; 

NUTS, EDIBLE,. as listed under that heading in Items Nos. 
70970 through. 71090 of Western Classification No. 76, . 
J.. P.. Hackler, Alternate Agent, on the issue date thereof. 

OILS, not named in other more specific groups as listed 
under that heading in Items Nos. 72305 through 72695 of 
1rlestern Classification No. 76, J .. P. Hackler, . Alternate 
Agent, on the issue date thereof. 

MISCELLANEOUS 'COMMODITIES, VIZ .. : Lime, chlorinated; 
Sodium Chloride (common salt); Ice. 

COMMODITIES, other than herein specified, requiring 
te:nperatur'e control. 

Between: 

(3) S4n Diego, B<1ltersficld, Sanger, Fresno, Turlock, 
Patterson, Ceres, Modesto, Stocl~ton, points in Tulare 
COt.mty, points in the Los ~.ngeles 1..;r:C3, as described 
in Appendix C, and J?Oints in the San ~rancisco Terri
to:y, as describeCl l.n Ap~c1lx B, on. tl'lC one hand7 . 

oillld, on the other hand (1.) S3cramcnto. and points 
on ~igl"XWays 1.:.0 and. 50 int:e:mediate between 

!::;succi. by California Public: Utilities Commission.. 
6C611 Decision No. __________ , ApplicZttion ~~o. L:·1901. 
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Appendix A MEPJaFIELD TRUCKING COMPA1~, 
a corporation 

First ReVised Page ;. 

3. 

4. 

Cancels . 
Original Page ;. 

Sacramento and the San Francisco f'errit.ory, (ii) 
points on 'C'. S. Highway 101 intermediate between 
Santa Barbara and the San Francisco Territory, 
(iii) points on U .. S. Highway 99 intermediate 
between Stockton and Sacramento, and (iv) Hood, 
Courtland, Watsonville, CastroVille, and Santa 
Cruz" and . , 

(b) Locally b~ween all points a.."'ld places described in 
(i), (ii), (iii) and (iv) of subparagraph (a) above. 

SUGAR) exc ept L:lquid Sugar; between Carlton, Betteravia, 
Spreckels) on the one hand, and the points and places 
dezcribed in Appendix C, on the other band. 

FRUITS and VEGETABLES FRESH or GP..EEN, COLD PACK or 
FROZEN; and JUICE, CITRUS FRUI!; and JUICE, Crr:R.US 
FRUIT, FROZEN, and also 

PERISHABLE COMMODITIES REQUIRING REFRIGERATION, between: 

Stockton, r~odesto, Ceres, Patterson, Turlock, 
Fresno, Sanger and Bakers!'i eld, and between each 
of said points, on the one hand, and all points 
and 'Plac es within the area described in Appendix C , 
the Ss:a Francisco. 'Xerritol:y as described in 
A~dix B, all po:i.nts and places in Tt:.la::e Co\lC.ty, 
Goleta and San Diego,. on the other hD::nd. . 

Issued by Cali £orni a Public U~ili~ies Commission. 
~()GJI, JI . 

Decision No. '0- .l..L. , App1ica~ion No·. 41901 .. 
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First Revis-ed Page 5 
Cancels 
Original Page 5 

The authority hereinabove set forth in paragraphs 1, 2, 3 

and 4- does not include the right to render service to, !rom or 
.. 

between intermodiate points', nor the right to 'transport any Shipments 

of: 

1. Used household goods and personal effects not packed 
in accordance with the crated property requirements 
set forth in paragraph (d) o! Item No .. 10-C of -. 

2. 

? 
,.Je 

6. 

Yd.nimum Rate Ta..-1~f No.4-A. 

Automobiles, trucks and buses, viz.: new and used. 
finished. or unfinished passenger autooob1les (includ
ing jeeps), ambulances, hearses a.'"ld taxis; freight 
automobiles, automobile chassiS, trucks, truck 
chassis 7 truck trailers,.' trucks and trailers e<>m
bined, buses and bus chassiS. 

Livestock, viz.: bucks, bulls, calves, cattle, cows, 
dairy c~ttle, ewes, goats, hogs, horses, kids, lambs, 
oxen, pigs, sheep, sheep camp outfits, sows, steers, 
stags or sWine. 

Liquids, compressed gases, commodities in semiplastic 
form and commodities in suspension in liquids in bulk, 
in tank trucks, tank trailers, tank semit:-ailers or 
a co~bination o! such highway vehicles. 

Commodities when transported in bulk in dump trucks 
or in hopper-type trucks. . 

Co~modities when transported in motor vehicles 
-equipped for mechanical mixing i:1 transit. 

Znd of Appendix A 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision No. sos:t1., Application No. 41901. 


