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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of the County of Riverside, )

a political subdivision of the State )

of California, having COXPOrate powers,

for an oxrder to comstruct a public i Application No. 42199
highway lmown as Brotherton Street

across the tracks and right of way of

the Pacific Electric Raiiway Company.

Ray T. Sulliven, Jr., County Counsel, and

Gerald J. Geerlings, Deputy County
Counscl, for appI%cant.
E. D. Yeomans and James W. Qbrien, for the

Pacific Electric Railway Company,
protestant.,

Walter S. Clayson and Georze Grover, for
Mrs. Florence McAdam, intoxrcested
axty.

P :
William F. Ribbard, for the Commission
ﬂmf-

-

By the application herein, £iled with this Commission on
April 28, 1960, the County of Riverside, California, requests an
oxder for the construction of Brotherton Street, at Mile Post 11.43,

across the tracks and right of way of the Pacific Electric Railway
in said county.

A public bearing on the applicaticn was held in Riverside,
Californiz, before Examiner Kemt C. Rogers on July 21, 1960, evidence
wes presented and the matﬁer‘was submitted. ‘

The loczle of Brothertom Street is showm on Exhibit A in
the application. It is in the Comnty of Riverside approximasely
8,000 fect ecast of the city limits of Corema in the Home Gexdeas

axrez which is bisected by State Highway 18, lmown as Magnoliafkvenue.
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Magnolia Avenue ié a divided highway with westbound =
traffic only on the north roadway and eastbound traffic only on the
south roadway. It extends from the City of Riverside into the City
of Corona and beyond as State Route 18 to Los Angeles.County.

Pacific Electric Railway Company's single line of track
is in the unimproved center portion of the highway in a 60-foot wide
right of way. Thc company operates two trainms per day over this line,
one eastbound between 3:30 a.m. and 6'a.m.; and one westbound at
approximately 12 midnight. The trains comsist of from an eagine and
cabooée only, to an'engine, caboose, and 15 cars, and the séeed is
limited to 20 miles per hour,

The Fome Gaxdens area is bounded by the Santa Fe Raflway
Tight of way approximately 1200 feet to 1500 feet north of Magnolia
Avénue, Temescal Street o the'west,slndiana Avenue on the south,
and Grant Street and Truman Street on the east (Exhibit No. 2).
Indiana Avenue o the south does not extend beyond the limits of the
Home Gardene area. on the east or west. Becheen the Santa Fe right of
way and Magnolia Avenue there is only ome east-west street kmown as
Estelle Street. Temescal Street and Moody Street, the two most
westerly north-south streets in the area, cxtend from the Santa Fe
right of way on the north to Magnolia Awénue only. The north-south
stréets, starting on the west, are Temescal, Moody, Neece, Blair,
ELlis, Byrom, Brotherton, Davidson anéd Gramt Streets. OF these
streets Temescal, Neece, Byron and Grant have crossirgs at grade over
the Pacific Electric Railway tracks. The grade crossings axe
slightly less than ome f£ifth of a mile apart, and the north-south
streets themselves are not to exceed 330 feet from center to center
apaxt. “

The Bome Gardems area contains approxiﬁately 500 homes and

businesses andé there are 37 homes on Erotherton Street norta of
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Magnolia Avenue. The Home Gardens Elementary School is located im
‘tﬁe area bounded by Brotherton Street, Tolton Avenue, Grant Stréet,
and Indiama Street. This area is south of Magnoliz Avenue. A pedes-
trian walkway crossing 6W-11.48-D has been comstructed across the :
Pacific Electric Railway right of way in line with Brotherton
Street, and pedestrian crossing lanes have been painted across both 2
the north and south roadways of Magnolia Avenue at the west side of é
Brotherton Street. During the school sessions there is a crossing :
guard on duty to conduct children across the two roadways of Magnoli%
Avenue and across the right of way. The guard has been at thiS;' 7
intersection for 12 years and there have been no injuries to
children at said crossing dﬁring this period.

Byron Street, the first street west of Brotherton, and |
approximately 330 feet therefrom, crosses the right of way at‘grade.z

At present the Riverside Freeway extends from the City of '

Riverside to a point 12,000 feet east of the Home Gardens area, at
which point the freeway traffic is required to use Magnolia Avenue -
between said point and Corcma. It is expected that this freeway'willé
be completed through to Corona in April 1961. The proposed route of %
thils freeway is shown on Exhibit No. 2 herein. '

Magnolia Avenue is posted for a speed of 35 miles per hour
through the Home Gardens area. The record shows, however, that the
average speed on the north side of the highway is 42 miles per hour
and on the south side is 47 miles per hour. The number of veﬁicles
using Magnolia Avenue during a 24-hour period om July 19 and 20,
1960, was approximately 19,000. When the frecway is completed it is
expected that the number of vehicles using Magnolia Avenuc will &xop
to 9,000 ¢z 10,000 per day. Omn the same day that the traffic was

checked on Magnolia Avenue, 540 vehicles used Erothexton Street
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south of Magnolia Avenue and 290 vehicles used Brotherton Stxeet
noxth of Magnolia Avemue. No check was méde of the origin and des-
tinatiog of these vehicles. On the same day 1701 vebicles used
Byron Séreet and 1039 vehicles used Grant Street. Taere was also no
check of the origin and destimation of these vehicles.

| Exhibit A on the application shows the plans of the
cro;sing as proposed by the council. These plans show a grade of
14.28 per cent on the north and 1.82 per cent on the south.

The supervisor whose district includes the ﬁﬁme Gardens
area testified that the County of Riverside desires and ﬁeeds the
additional erossing; that the lack of new business in the area is
partially attributable to the lack of crossings; that plams axc
under way for the development of the area south of Magholia Aveaue
and cast of Grant Street. He also said that it is plaomed to
develop the bills south of Indiama Street.

A Riverside County engincer testified that traffic from
Brotherton Street, attempting to ¢ross the track at Byron Street,
must cross two lanes of traffic and make a left~hand turn across the
track. This movement is dangerous, he said, 2s there is no left-
hand turning lane and that rear-end collisions‘arg likely to occur.
e said that Magnolia Avenue is a State highways; ﬁhat when the
freeway is completed it will become 2 County highway; and that the
County of Riverside has no objection to the making of a grade
crossing at Brotherton Strect. | |

The forme#‘principal of the Zome Gardens E-ementéry School
said that in her oPiéion there was a need for :he‘crossing Loxr the
safety of the caildren, but admitted that in 12 years there had

been no accident involving childrem at the crossing.
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The secrctary of the Home Gardens Wbmen’s Clud testified

that the club had txied for sevcréi'years\to secure a crossing at
Brotherton Street which in hcr opinzon, is nceded for the safety
of the school cn;ldren.

The owner of a motcl located on the cormer of Brotherton
Street and Magnolxa chnue, south of Magnmolia, favored the crossing
inasmuch as her prospective patrons coming £rom the east must go
one block past her place of business to Byron and cross the street
and return. As a result, she said, many prospective customers do
not stop. She purchased the motel approximately 2% yéars ago agd
at that time there was no crossing at Brothertom Street.

The presicdent of the Home Gardems Sanitary District testi-
fied that he resides in the area north of Maznolia Avenue and has a
place of business south of Magnolia near Brotherteom Street. He
testified that there are single homes situated in most of the area,
but that the area can be developed for multiple residential
occupancy; that the area is growing; and that therefore the <¢rossing
should bé establisbed as proposed.

The Pacific Electric Railway objects to the establishment
of the crossing on the ground that it is unnecded and its witness
stated that it is not willing to bear any share of the cost of a
crossing, if authorized, and that the c;ossing protection costs
should be borme by the County. The reason for tais, its witness
se2id, is that there is no beneﬁ;t to the railway by the establishment
of a new crossing. He'said thaé a crossing by a public street over
the rails always creates en additional hazard and would do so 4n this
case without any bﬁne it to. the railroad.

A Ccmmls fon eng*neer who investigated the matter and

described the conditions- iu ‘the' area stated that the principal
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benefit of opening the crossing would be to persons on Brotherfbn
Street north of Magnolia Avenue; that in this area there axe
22 residences between Estelle Strect and Magnolia Avenue in which
there are approximately 72 people; and that these people, in order
to ¢ross Magnolia Street,. can very easily go to Estelle and down
Byxon, or to Estelle and down Grant Street and over the railway,
or they can also come directly south on Brotherton to Mzgnolia
Avenue and travel 330 feet west to Byrom Street. He recommended
that the application be denied or that i1f the application is graanted
the profile be changed to require a reasonable grade of approach.
There would appear to be a fatal defect in the‘ presenta-
tion of the application. There is no showing here that any person
actually desires to go across the track at Erotherton Street.
While numerous people each day use Brotherton Street north of the
tracks or south of the tracks, their destination was not shown.
Ihe next crossing west of Brothertonm Street is approximately
330 feet distant therefrom and is a grade crossing. There is no

showing that public convenience and necessity require that the

crossing be est:ablz’.shed.l For that xeason this application will be

denied. When, as, and if additional homes or bui;.d:-’.ngs are
constructed either north or south of the track, there is a rezl
public need for additional crossings, and the evidence shows that
there is such a public need, then a new application may be f£iled
arnd the Commission will them comsider the matter. Im view of the
fact that there is no showing that public convenience and necessity

require thet the application be granted, it will be demied.

LAt 1s clcarly tne Commission’s cuty to preveat Tie construction
of unnecessary grade crossings.
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An application having been filed, g public bearing having
been held thereon, the Commission having found that public conven-
icnce and mecessity do not show that the crossing, as requested, is
required, and based wpon said findings,

IT IS ORDZRED that the application be and the same is
hereby denied.

The effective date of this order skall be twenty days
affter the date hereof.

Dated at San Fransdacy , California, this
day of  SEPTEMBER

Q.'D,--...l.,.'_}.‘.'.':‘-;rmg‘r_
20¢osarily adsent, A1d not parti
in the &isposition of this
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