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Decision No. 60715 ------
BEFORE nm PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STKJ:E OF CALIFORNIA 

. EI..MER GRENK£, and EELLENE GRENKE, 

Complainants, 
vs. 

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND 'tELEGRAPH 
COMPANY, a corporaeion, 

Defenclant .. 

Case No. 6523 

Harry A. Kaplan,. attorney, for complainants .. 
LaWler, Ferl.X & Hall, attorneys, by &...1.. 

Krappman, ~., for the <3.efend.ant. 

OPINION -- ......... -- ........ 

By the complaint heTein, filed on June 6, 196O, Elmer 

Gr.enke and Hellene Grerike request an order from ~is Commission 

requiring 1:he defendant, The Pacific: Telephone and'telegrapb 

Company, a corporation, to reinstall telephone service at 

complainants' place of business known as Duffy's cafe at 354 WeS1: 

6th Street, San Ped'ro, California. 

On June 20, 1960, the telephone company filed an 

answer, the principal allegation of wbich was that the telepbone . 
company, pursuant to Decision No. 41415, dated April 6, 1948, 

in Case No. 4930 (47 Cal. P.U .. C. 853) on or about May 23, 1960, 

haci reasonable cause to believe that tile telephone service 

furnished to co::nplainant Elmer Grenke under number 'I'Ermin.al 2-9578 
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at 354 West 6th Street, San Pedro, California, was being or was to 

be used as an instrumentality directly or indirectly to violate or 

to aid and abet the violation of the la-w and that having such 

reaso~~ble cause the defendant was re~ired to disconnect the 

service p~SU3Qt to this Commission's Decision No. 41415, supra. 

A public hearing was held in Los Angeles on August 8, 

1960, before Examiner Kent C. Rogers. 

The complainant El:::ler Gretlke testified that be was the 

subscriber to the telephone service furnished by the defendant 

at 354 West 6th Street, San Pedro; that on or about May 25, 1960, 

without his consent the telephone w~ removed by defendant's 

employees; that the telephone bills were paid and nothing was 

delinquent; tbat the complainant needs 'the telephone for maintaining 

the bUSiness at said address; that said business is a cafe and 

that the telephone is necessary in order to maintain said business. 

Notice of the hearing was fm-nished to the City Attor:o.ey 

of the City of Los Angeles, but be made no appearance thereat. 

Exhibit No.2 is a letter dated May 20, 1960, from the 

acting Chief of Police of the City of Los Angeles to the 

defcn~ant stating that complainants' telephone number under 

IE 2-9578 at 354 West 6th Street, San Pedro, was being used for 

receiving and forwarding bets. An employee of the'telephone 

company testified that this letter was received on May 23, 1960, 

and that a central office disconnection was effected shortly 

thereafter pursuant to said letter. The poSition of the telephone 

company ~as tl'lat it had acted with reasonable cause as that: term 
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is used 'in Decision No. 41415, supra, in disconnecting the telephone 

service inasmuch as it had received the letter designated as 

Exhibit No.2. 

After full consideration of d1is record we now find tr~t 

the telephone company's action was based upon reasonable cause 

as that term is used inDecision No. 414l5, supra. We further 

find that the evidence fails to show that the complainant's 

telephone was used for any illegal purpose and that therefore the 

complainant is entitled to restoration of bis telephone service. 

ORDER ~_IIIIIIIIIIW __ 

'!'he compla.int of Elmer Grenke and Hellene Grenke 

against: '!be Pacific Telephone and Telegrapb Company, a 

corporation, having been filed, a public bearing having been 

held thereon, the Commission being fully advise~ in the premises 

and basing its decision on the findings and evidence herein, 

IT IS ORDERED that the complainants t request fO,1: 

telephone service is granted and that upon the filing by the 

complainants, or either of them, of an application for 

telephone service The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph 

Company shall install telephone service at the complainants' 

place of business at 354 West 6th Street ,. San Pedro, Cru.iforrJ.ia 
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such installation being subject to all duly aut:horized rules and 

regulations of the telephone company and to the existing applicable 

law. 

The effective date of this order shall be five days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at Snn ~~~eisc~ 

clay of xi!et;l;-mil< ' . 
, California" th:Ls 13. t-d. 

COiliiiiS8:i.oners 


