oo ORIGHEAL

Decision No.

BEFORE THE PUBIIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE ‘STAIE‘. OF CALIFORNIA

PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY fox

authority to discontinue agency at

Inglewood, City of Inglewood, County )  Application No. 42357
of Los Angeles, State of California, o

and to maintain said station as a

Class A noun-agency station.

In the Matter of the Application of §

2. D. Yeonans and James W, Obrien for applicant.
Ruben Neuharth for Inglewood Chambex of Commerce;
John S. Harmer for Southland Lumber and
Supply Company; Robert G. Heiser for Perry

International Plywood Corporation; pro--
testants. L

OPINION-

By this application Pacific Electric vRa:-Clway Company seeks
authority to discontinue its agency in the City of_xngwm, County
of los Angelés, and thereafter to maintain said station as & Claés
A nonagency statioﬁ. Applicant conﬁends thai: under présént con-?-
ditions both the business handled and the type of buginess conducted
at said station does not warrant '. the continued niaintéﬁaﬁc‘e.‘ofv an |
agency at said station; and that the g‘enera.l\ publ:ic can‘ be as |
adequately and conveniently served at the ageﬁcy.'s';ati‘.éﬁi ‘of'.v_clﬁlivef L
City. | | N T

The application was protested -by". the Inglev‘oébéi‘v(‘;t‘xainbér of
Commerce and the two companies as showa in the appea::'-an.cés, ‘and by
the C:Lty of Inglewood and one other compény,y neithe;:- of”whicﬁ -é.p-
peared at the hearing. In addition, four other coﬁ:éanies filecr "
letters of protest with this Cbmmission and latéf*wii:ﬁdrew ﬁhg:éro- |

tests.
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A public hean.ng was held in the City of Inglewood on
September 28, 1560, before Exam.ner Mark V. Cbiesa.., Oral and Bocu-
mentary evidence having been adduced the matter was’ subm:.tted for
decision. o ,

Tke City of Inglewocod is s:x.tuated appro:d.mately ten miles 7
southwestexrly of the Los Angeles C:t‘.v:l'.c Center. It has an area of
approximately eight square miles and a populatn.on of- appro:n.mately
65,000. It is estimated that the surrounding trading,area‘has a
population in excess of 400,000. | o

The Pacific Electric Railway station is situated Wlthin the
city on the Alla branch line wh:.ch also sexves. Venice and Ocean Park -
via Culver City. The zail distance from Los Angelcs to ‘Culver C'.Lty
is 9.7 miles and from Culver City to Inglewood it is an a;dditiotel' |
£.8 miles, The highway mileage between Culver C:Lty 2nd’ Inglewooo is
approximately seven miles. Onme agent and ome general clerk are em- |
ployed at the Culver City and Inglewood stations.A Appl:.cant also
maintains its District Freight Agent's offzce and Traa.nma.ster s
office in Culver City. The houwrs at both stations are 8 ‘a.m. to
5 p.m. The train that serves Inglewood is made up at the Sentous.
yard situated approximately one mile easterly of Culver City.‘ vPrac—
tically all train movements at Inglewood are at night when the sta- ‘
tion is closed. The train usually arrives about 1 p.m. to spot and |
pick up cars a.long the applicant’ s team tz:ac.c.. Appl:..ca:nt has no :Ln— '
dustrial spur tracks in Inglewood and no nonagency points are serve.d
by the agency. No change is conte:nplated in tne manner of handl:.ng
carload'shipments except that the °* sw:.tch—l..st‘ would be p:.c-ced up |
by the train crew at the Culver City stat on waybill box ::.nstead oi‘

the wa.y'b:.ll box in I.ngle.wood At present the local a.ge*xt ta&es ca::
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orders, notifies consignees by telephone and pestal ‘¢ard, and makee ‘

' damage inspections. It is proposed that the Culver City agent w:tll . N

perform this sexrvice. Free phone service will be made ava:z.lable. |
Lless-carload shipments are handled by a motor carxier aff:.liate or
other highway common carriers providing store-door pickup and de-
liveries. No passenger tzckets, ra:.lway express sh:t.pments, or mail
are handled at this station, nor is amy billing done. by the agent as
billing in the Los Angeles area is on a centralized bas:'.s. | |

Gross operating revenue assoc:.ated with rail traffic orig-‘
inated and teminated at Inglewood for the twelve-mom:h penods end— o
ing Juse 30, 1959, and 1960, was as follows:. | |

| - 1959 R ';(:_L__9_e_;g‘~

Freight N "“.
Carload $29,491  $30,055
L.C.L.* (rail billed) 21 540 8,535
Demurrage . ] 180_ | 116
§51,211 $38,706 .
* not moved 'by rail | ‘

Applicant did not submit expense associated with said
traffic nor division of revenue with other raa.lroads. \ Apphcant, a
subsidiary of Southern Pacific Company, operates only in the area
known locally as tke Los Angeles Basin, | -

Vol\me of 'business handled at the Inglewood agency for
said per:.od.s was as :Eollows"
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12 Months Ending ‘ 12 Months End:.ng N
. June 30: 1959 - June: 30, 1960

Total Dav * Total ' Day * _ o

Freight - Carloads: ' ' UL
Forwarded .oceeccevcessccceeress 10L. .40"'., S 380 S
Recelved .oceecenciececncenas 461 1.81 490 . 1.93

Freight - Less than Carload: " o o o
Total Tons:.

FOTWBZARA cevevnessensanssesne 1,637 566 364" 1.43
A\ecelved cssscssssssssssssrrnce 315 1-.24 251 ‘ 099

Damaged Shipment Inspections cess 199 78 YA .69_ |

Number of Stop-off CATS ceeesesss 25 .10 s B U

* 254 working da.ys : a0
Operating expense at the Inglewood stauon agency for the
twelve-month period ending Decembex 31, 1959, was $22,069 which in-
cludes wages of two additional part-time clorlcs not at present em-
ployed at said station (Exhibit No. 17). | - -

Applicant estimates annual saw.ngs on the basis of a non-
agency status of $12,901, as follows: |

Gross Savings:

Wages - Agent ) )
General Clerk) *eecc*escccovcscccceces $10 678 ,
Railroad Retirement & Unemployment Insurance

Tmes, W’ LI O O O O B WO W Y A I B B N N X N G O W X W N ) 903
Health & Welfare Benefits, 3% cececcrcccscecsce 320

Total Wages, Taxes & Health & Welfare |

Benefits L X K N W W N NN KN NN RN N NN NN AN NN RN NE S XN -" . $11,9o6
Automobile mileage allowance, agent .ccececseces , :
Telephone LR X K W I N RN R NN N W

Electﬁciw P R R NN N W AW R N W A Y N W W AT Y )

Water ..................‘.....................'..

Rubbish disposal $ervice ..ccecececcccrcccoccess
Miscl. station supplies & eXpensSesS cececececens
Total other than wages, Taxes, & Health &
Welfare Benefits PSP OCCOSPBLOIRT SISO IO TR
Grand Total:
less: Added expenses at Culver City:
Additional automobile mileage allowance, agent
Telepbone (Inglewood toll calls estimated) ....
Total added Ws LE X N A N N N N N N KR NN N N N

Estimated Net Annual Sav:.ngs ....................’ L

..4... ‘
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Protesting shippers contend that without 2 local egent cers |
would not be spotted promptly or properly, resulting in delays and -
inconvenience and demurxage charges; that inspections woul.d be slow,
that merchandise might be taken from cars; and that ca.sh c‘.iscounts
might be lost if agent is not available to receive payments. The
record shows that cars are now spotted and moved at m.ght when 1o
agent is present and that, in the event of an :!.mproperly spotted car,
the agent at Culvexr City could be not:.f:{.ed and the car would be re-'
spotted the next night. The evidence also shows that cars are now
entered and closed or locked by the consigrees at t:’.mes when ‘the |
local agent is mot present. Customers desiring to pay freiéht‘ bills
nay notify the Culvexr City agent who: would go to Inglewood the ‘same
day and stamp their bills ‘‘paid.” Damaged shipments would a.lso be
inspected upon notice to the agent.

The pos:Lt:ion of the representat:x.ve of the Chamber of Com- '
merce was that an agent at Inglewood can give be.tter ser\(ice, tb.et
applicant has not been loading less-carload sh:[pments;f that the
Culver City facilities are inadequate; that billing would be slower, |
that present team track facilities and service should be mainta:’.ned-
that cars would be umprotected. Some of these ma.tters have ‘been con-
sidered heteinabeve. 'I.’he record: indicates that applicant :.s after
as much 'bus:f.ness as it can get, and that the volume of less-carload
traffic has been affected by applicant's a.nd other highway common
carriers' store-door truck pickup and del:f.very serv:.ces. Tbere is no
evidence to support the contention that appl:’.cant s Culver C:x.ty 7
facilities are inadequate. Applicant s team-track faczlities will
rot be changed other than the subst:.tut:!’.on of one: agent for another.‘

Tke present practice when unloading 'pool cars” is that

counsigrees cowe and go.at their convenienee,_ whetber tbe agent is
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present or not, and that they, or the agent when present, elose or
lock the car doors. There will be no ehange in th:f.s procedure as
the consignees will have the same access to the cars that they pow
have. After shipments are taken from so-called- "stop off ca.rs, thc _'
consignee will close the car and notify the agent who w:’.ll t.hen see
that the car is resealed and moved out the same night.‘ .
Undoubtedly some inconvenience will reeui_l.t‘ from a closing
of the station. However, the evidence shows that suesta:ntially the
same sexrvice that is now ava:.lable w:.ll be’ :Eorz:heomng from the
Culver City station, and that said service will be adequate. | |
The Commission having carefully considered the recoro’.
of the opinion and f:.nds that an adequate and comreniem: serv::.ce 1
availa'ble from applicant's facilities mainta:.ned at Culver C::.tY, :
that the genexal public interest would not be served by requiring
applicant to sustain an unnecessery expense; and that publrc conven- |
ience aﬁd necessity no longer require. that applicaﬁt’ railrdad' pain-
tain an agency at Inglewood. Applicant will: be required to contn.nue
the statn’.on in & Class A nonagency status at which fre:.ght in a.ny
quantity, carload or less, will be h,a.ndled

A public hearing hav:.ng been ‘held, the Comm:.ssion 'be:‘.ng
fully advised in the prem:’.ses, having found facts as hereinabove set
forth, and good cause appearing, o o -

IT IS ORDERED that Pacific Electric Railwey Company is
authorized to discontinue its ageacy at Inglewood Los Angeles
‘County, California, subject to the followmg conditions.j o
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Pacific Electric Railway Company shall maintain

a Class A nonagency station at Inglewood, at which

ﬁ::ﬁhg in any quantity, carload or less, will be
ed. o

Within ninety days after the effective date hereof,
and on not less than ten days' notice to the Com-
mission and to the public, Pacific Electric Rail-
way Company shall post a motice of such discon-
tinuance at the station, shall file in duplicate
amendments to its tariffs showing the changes -
authorized herein, and shall make reference in
such notice and taxiffs to this decision as
authority for the changes.

In no event shall the agent be removed earlier
than the effective date of tariff filings re-
quired undex paragraph b hereof.

within thirty days after discontinuance of sexvice
as herein authorized, Pacific Electric Railway
Company shall notify this Commission thereof and
of compliance with the above conditions..

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days .

date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco -, Califomia,. this 7 o

NCVZM3ER

‘Commias £oner.ﬁ.£ﬁtﬁ:::t.‘;;£:...v@:a.;.; . vb.Ol“ :
:;zoces_ntjri 17 aksant, did ,no:‘pﬂ':fi;:ipa;egi; }
in ke digposition of tais Procowting. B
. . - i - - Y L

-7-




