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Decision No. "------
a'EFO~ THE PUOUC unUIIES COMMISSION OF 'l'HE STATE OF"""CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ~ 
PACIFIC EI.ECTIUC 'MJ.LVl& COMPANY for 
autho=ity to discontinue agency at 
Inglewoocl, City of Inglewood, County) Application No. 42397 
of Los Angeles, State of california, 
and to maintain said station as a 
Class A non-agency station. 

z. D. Yeomans and James W. Obrien for applicant. 
Ruben Nc\lharth for Inglewood Ch&Iiber of Commerce; 

Johii s. Hamer for Southlaud Lu:nber and 
supply Company; Robert G. Reiser for Perry 
Internat:ional Plywood" Corporation; pro-"" 
testants. 

OPINION· - ..... -..--...---

By ~~s application Pacific Electric Railway Company seeks 

authority to discontiuueits agency in the City of IDglewood, County 

of Los Angeles, and thereafter to maintain said station as" a' Class 

A nonagency station. Applicant contends that under present con-

di tions both the business handled anel the type of business conducted 

at said station does not warrant the continued maintenance. of· an 

agency at said station; and that the get1eral public can be as 

adequately and." conveniently served at 'the' ageney' station of Culver 

City. 

The application was protested by the IDglewoodCbamber 0: 
Commerce and· the two companies as shown in the appear.ances~' and by 

the City of Inglewood and one other company, neither of which ap

peared at the hearitlg. In addition, four other companies filed 

letters of prot:est with this Commission and later'withdrew the: pro-

tests. 
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A public bearing was held in the City of IDglewood on 

September 29 ~ 1960 ~ before Examiner Mark V .. ' Chiesa. Oral and docu

mentaJ:y evidence llav-i-ng been adduced the matter' was' submitted for '" 

deeision. 

'!be City of Inglewood 15 sit:uated approximately' ten miles 

southwesterly of the Los Angeles Cine Center. It bas. an area of 

approximately eight squm:e miles and a population of approxima.tely 

65,000. It is estimated that the surrounding trading area has a 

population in excess of 400 ~ 000 .. 

The Pacific Eleettic Railway station is situated' withi.n the 

eity on the A1la branch line which also serves Venice and Ocean rark 
via Culver City. The rail distance from Los .Angeles t<> Culver Ci.ty 

is 9.7 miles and from Culver City to Inglewood it is an additional 

8.8 miles. -.rhe bighway mileage between Culver City and Inglewood is 

approximately seven miles. One agent and one general, clerk are em

ployed at the Culver City and Inglewood stations. Applieant also 

maintains its Distnct Freight Agent's office and Trainmaster's 

office in Culver City. '!b.e hours at both stations are S. a.m. to 

5 P .lll. '!'he train ~t serves Inglewood is made up at the Seutous 

yard situated approximately one mile easterly of Culver City. Prac

t:ically all t:rain movements at Iuglewood are at night when the sta-. . 
tion is closed.. 'I'he train usually arrives about 11 p'.m.~ to spot ane 

pick up cars along the applic~t' s team trae!~. Applieant has no in

dustrial spur 'tracks in Inglewood and no- nonagency points are served 

by the agency. No change is contemplated in the manner of handling 

carload'shipments except that the "switch~listO would be pic!<ed up. 

by the train c:re"'~ at tile Culver City stat:ion waybill box ,instead of 

Qe waybill box iu I:cglewood. At present:' the loea).' agent ~s ear 
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orders, notifies consignees by telepbone and postal.' eard, and makes 

dBIQage inspections. :t~:Ls proposed tba~ the CUlverC:lty agent will. 

perform this serviee. Free phone service will be made available. 

Less-earload shipments are handled by a motor carner affiliate or 

other highway cozrmon ear.riers providing store-door pickup and de

liveries. No passenger tickets, railway express shipments, or mail 

are handled at this station, nor is any billiDg done by the agent as 

billiDg in the Los Angeles area is on a eentralized basis. 

Gross operating revenue associated with· rail. traffic orig-
, I 

inated and teminated at Ixlglewood for the twelve-month, periods end-

iIlg. June 30,. 1959, and 1960, was as. follows: ' 

1959' 
-: 

Freight 

carload' $29,491 
L.C.L.* (rail billed) 21,540 

~~e 100 

$51,211 

* not moved by rail 

1960 

$30~05S 
8,535-

116 

$38,.70&" 

Applicant did not submit expense associated with said 

traffic nor division of revenue with other railxoads-. Applicant,. a 

subs.idiary of Southe:z:n Pacific Company,. operates only in the area 

known locally as the Los Angeles Basin. 

Volume of business handled'at the lDglewood agency, for 

said pe:rio~ was. as follows: 
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12 Months '.EndiDg.·. 
J\Ule 30" 1959:· " 

. ,iar .' 
12'Months Ending , 
June 30, ·1960 , ,per., 

Total' Day * , Total Day * 
FX'eight - Carloads: 

Forwarded ................................ 101. 
Received'· • ••••• •• • • .... ..... .... .. • 461 

Freight -. Less than Carload: 
Total Tons:. 
Forwarded, ...................... 1,437' 
Received • ••.•••••••••••••••••• 315-

Damaged Shipment Inspections ..... 199" . 

Numl:>erof stop-off cars ••••••••• 25 

* 254 working days 

~ ... ''''' 

.40" 
1.81, 

5.66, 
1..24 

.78 

• 10 

364 . 1.43-
251 .99 

174 .69 

35-. .• 14 

Operating expense at the Inglewood station agency' for the 

twelve-month period endiDg December 31, 1959',. was $22',069' whiehin

eludes wages of ~ additional p~-eime eleX'le> not at present em

ployed at said station (Exbibit No. 17). 

Applicant es:timates 3l::IllUal saviDgs on the basis of a non

agency status of $12,901,. as follows: 

Gross Sav:U:lgs: 

Wages - Agent) ~ . 
General C1er!t) • • • • • • • • • ... • .... • • • • • • • ••• ,.,..10,678' 

Railroad Retirement & Unemployment Insurance 
Taxes~ ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 908 

Health & Welfare Benef£ts, 37. .................. 320 
Total Wages, Taxes & Health & v1e1fare 

Benefits ............................. '........ $-11,.906-
Automobile mileage allowance, agent ••••••••••• 360 
Telephone ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 840· 
Electrl.c:1~ .................................. •. '.. 100· 
Water •••• ••••• ••••• ••••••••••• ••••• ••• •••••• •.•. 39 
Rubbish disposal service •••••••••••••••••••••• 166-
Miscl. station supplies & expenses •••••••••••• 60 
Total other than wages, Taxes, & Health & 

Welfare Benefits •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• lz565 
Grand Total: $13,47r 

Less: Added expenses at Culver City: 
Additional autOIXlObile mileage allowance, ~ent 150 
Telepbone (Inglewood toll calls es~ted) •••• 420 
Total added expenses •••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 570 

Estimated:~et Annual $a.viDgs •••••••••••••••••••• 
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Protesting sbippers eontend that without a loeal agent cars 

would not be spotted promptly or properly ~ resulting in delays and"· 

inconvenience and demurrage charges; that inspections would be slow; 

that merchandise might be taken from cars; and that· cash <!iSCOtmts 

might be lost if agent is not available to receive payments" The 

record shows that ears are now spotted and moved at night wben no 

agent is present and that, in the event of an improperly sp<>ttcd car !to 

the agent at CUlVe4 City could be notified and the ear would··be re

spotted the next night. Tbe evidence also. shows that cars are now 

entered and· closed or locked by the consignees at times when·· the . 

loeaJ. agent is not present. Customers desiring to pay freight bills 

may notify the Culver City agent who would go- to Inglewood the same 

day and stamp their bills '1>aid.·~ Damaged· shipments would . also be 

inspected upon notice to the agent. 

The position of the representative of the Chamber of Com

merce was that· an agent at Inglewood can give better· service; that 

applicant bas not been loading less-carload sb!pments; that the 

Culver City facilities are inadequate; that billing would be slower; 

that present team track facilities and service should be maintained; 

dlat cars would be '1.mprotected. Some of these matters have .been con-:

sidered hereinabove. The record indicates that· applicant· is after 

as much business as it can get~ and that the. vol'\.'lDle of less-carload 

traffic has been affected by applicant r s and other· highway common· 

carriers t store-door truck pickup and deliverY services •. There is no 

evic1ellce to support the contention that applicant's Culver City 

facilities are inaclequate. AppliClltlt' steam-track faeili ties will 

~ot be changed other than the substitution of one agent· for another. 

The present practice when unloading ''pool. cars(f ..• is that 

consignees come and go. at their convenience,. wbe.tb.er the. agent is 
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present or not~ and that they~ or the agent when present,' close or 

lock the ear doors. !here will be no change in this procedure as. 

the consignees will have the same access to the cars that they now 

have. After shipments are taken from so-calledUstop off" cars~ the 

consignee will close the car and noti~ tbeagentwho will then see 

that the ear is resealed and moved out the same night'. 

Undo't,lotedly some inconvenience will result from a closing 

of the station. However~ the evidence shows that substantially the 

same service that is now available will befortbcomiDg from the 
, '~ • r • '. 

C't,llver City statio'D.~ and that said service will be adequate. 

The Commission ~ carefully considered the record~ is 
", 

of the opinion and finds that an adequate and convenient service is 

available from applicant's facilities maintained at Culver City; 
.' 

th8.t the general public interest would not be served by requiring 

applicant to sustain an 'UllD.ecessary expense; and that public conven

ience and necessity no longer require. that applicant ,r.a11roadmain

tain an agency at Inglewood. Applicant will· be required to cont..-tnuc 

the station in a Class A nonagency status at which freight in any 

qu.antity~ carload or less~ wi.ll be handled'. 

A public bearing having beenheld;p the Commissionbe!ng 

fully adv:r.sed in the premises~ havillg found facts as. herein.a.bove set 

forth~ and good cause appcarl.ng." 

IT IS ORDERED that Pacific Electrie RailwR.Y Company is 

authorized 'to d:Lseonti.lruc i.ts age:l.<:y at :rngle'WOOd~. Los Axlgeles • 

CO'Ullty" California,. subject to the following conditi.ons: 
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a. Pacific Electric Railway Company shall maintain 
a Class Anonagency station at Inglewood~ at which 
freight in any quantity, carload or less~ will be. 
handled. 

b. Within ninety days after the effective date hereof~ 
and on not less than ten days' notice to the Com
mission and to the pUblic, Pacific Electric Rail
way Company shall post a notice of such discon
tinuance at the station, shall file in duplicate 
amendments to its tariffs showing the changes' 
authorized herein, and shall make reference in 
such notice and tariffs to this decision as 
authority for the chatlges. 

c. In no event shall the agent be re%ZlOved earlier 
than the effec~ve date of tariff filings re
quired under paragraph b hereof. 

d. Within' thirty days after discontinuance of service 
as herein authorized~ Pacific Electric R.ailway 
Company shall notify this Commission thereof. and 
of compliance with the above conditions •. 

The effective date of th:ts order shall be twenty' days , 

after the date hereof. -' Dated at ___ &n __ Fr:u_rt_d~ _____ :t California,. this 7 y-

day of ____ .....;.:~:,:;:C..:.V.;;.;:!"':.::...'~~E:.:.R~ ____ , 1960~ 
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