\-..

61056" o @gﬁ&mtm'

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF-THE'STAiE OF'CAiIFORNIA’

Decision No.

Investigation on the Commission's own )

motion into the sexrvice, operations,

rules, and practices of The Greyhound :
Coxrporation in conducting operations Case No. 6547
over its Route 17.02, and of Trans-

continental Bus Syst:an, Inc., over

:.tscﬁoute 2.01 in the City of Long

Beach.,

McCutchen, Doyle, Brown & Enerson, by William W.
Schwarzer, for The Greyhound Corporatiom,
Western Greyhound Lines Division; Glanz, Russell
& Schureman, by Theodore W. Russell, for
Transcontinental Bus §yste|n, Toc.; respondents.

Leslie E. Still and Henry E. Jordan for the City
of Long Beach, Rev. James E. Hansen and Brother
John McLaughl:'.n for St. Anthony High School,
George McKeehan for East Side Christian Church,

uel Lac and Norval T. Clark for Long Beach
Apartment House Association, Herbert S. Cowen for
Alamitos Heights Improvement Association,
Walter J. Gay for Naples Improvement Association;
interested parties.

Hugh N, Orr for the Commission's st:aff

OPINION

Pursuant to request of the Bureau of Franchises and Publ:tc |
Util:.tn.es of the City of Long Beach, che Commiss:.on, on June 20 > 1960,
instituted this investigation into the service, operatious and- o
practices of The Gxeyhound Corporat:.on and its Route 17 .02 and of
the Transcontinental Bus System, Inc., and its Route 2. 01 :Ln the C:Lty

of Long Beach, for the purpose of determining whether either or bot:h
of these routes should be changed or alt:ered. |

L These two carriers will hereivafter be referred to as Greyhound

and Transcontinental, resPect:Lvely, or collectively as responden..s.
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Mlic bearing in the matter wés held before Ex}aminer
William E. Turpen at Long Beacli on Sepz:embér 27, 1960. Evidence was
presented by a transgportation engineer of the Commission s st:aff by '
several representatives of the City of Long Beach and by an offic:.al
of Greyhotmd. A number of public witnesses also testif:[ed

The question at Iissue he,re is whetb.er Greyhound and .
Transcontinental should be requ:'.red to change their route tb:ougb.
the City of Long Beach between their depots in downtown Long Bﬂach
and destinations south of Long Beach. The present route procoeds '
south along Long Beach Boulevard, thence east on»"Ocoanuﬁool'eva:&, |
Livingston Drive and Secoud Street to U. S. Highway 101. The Cit:y
of Long Beach proposes that they be required to operate north along :
Long Beach Boulevard, thence east and south on U. S. H:f.ghway ,101._ |
The City contends that Greyhound's and ‘rranscontinental' §‘~Buses are
20isy, cause vibration and tend to increose_ traffic ‘congest:!.on in the _.
Belmont Shores business district along East Second Stfeet. , Séver.zll%
‘public witnesses testified as to the noise of buses on the preseot'
route and stated the noise was part::!.c:.ilarly obj ectionaole dm'.'ing the
night. Respondents cbject to the City's proposed Toute 'because of
increased running time and mileage and inconvenience to the

passengers. They contend that the present route is the only pract:ioal

one,

The record shows that respondents and their predecessors o
have operated over the present route for in excess of tbirty years,
except for a period from September 1956 to April 1960, when v_th‘ey .
operated over Eé.st Seventh Street due to bridge aﬁd coostrizctioxi
work. The record also chows that five other can'iers ope-a*'e ovn

all or portioms of the route in question.2

2 These carriers are Los Angeles Metxopolitan Tramsit Authority,
Long Beach Motor Bus Company (these two will sometimes be
refexred to herein as the tramsit buses), Continental Amencan
L:Lnes, Tanner Motor Tours and M & M Charter . L:’.nes.
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A transportation engineer of the Commiesion.'s staft' .
{ntroduced into evidence and explained a report‘ of the :investigation
he had made of the service and operations of reSpondents relat:.ve )
to the routes here in question. The report shows that at the present |
time the seven carriers operating over the Ocean Boulcvard ‘route bave
a total of 213 schedules eastbound and 208 wcstbound daily.‘ Of thesc,
Greyhound operates 24 in each direction and Transcontinental operates o
2 in each direction. It also shows that dur:.ng the u:.ght hours, from
10 P.M. to 6 AM., 45 buses operate in both d:.rect:\’.ous, of whieh 11
axe Greyhound., The report also compares the: street. characterist:’.cs
and the type and thickness of pavements on both the present and
proposed routes, and states that the streets on both routes are of
sufficient width and thickoess to caxry & large volume of traffi.c aud :
to support heavy vehicles. Traffic checks were elso made on both
xoutes at the points of heaviest traffic. I'he engineer found that
traffic was pot. ‘heavy at cither point, even in the afternoon peak
periods, and that txaffic traveled smoothly without any jams or delays.

The report shows that the proposed route is 2.54 mﬂes
longer than the present route and would require 10 minutes additn.onal
running time, A total of 735,840 passengers onnually would be.
affected. Over 60 percent of these passengers either or:l.g:t.nate ox
terminate at Long Beach. The report estimates that the use. of the
proposed route would add to out-of-pocket eosts annually for Greyhound .
$15,640, and for Tramscontinental $1,112.

The engineer concluded that the present route is the most
satisfactory.

The ehier engincer of the Bureau of Franchi.ses and Public -

Utilities of the City of Long Beach test:.f:.ed in support of the
‘prOposed route, He said that along Ocean Boulevard there are many

apartment houses and residences wherea.s the Highway 101 route would
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be largely through commercial districts. A deputy o:{.cy” éogineer :

testified that a portion of the preseat route is on' fille‘d-:‘{.nwla:‘xd
and that heavy vehicles teand to break down the roadway. The '
Superintendent of Building and Safecy for the City testif:(.ed that he
bad made a sound level test at a poi.nt on the - present. route.\ I-Ie-‘ |
said that his meter showed a general traffic noise of :E'rom 76 to 86
decibels,3 and that - during the time he made the test he measuxed the
sound ievel of six buses, which gave readings of from 9% to 98
decibels. Two of these were transit buses (94 and 96 decﬂ:els) and
two were Greyhound (96 and 98 decibels) -

It can be seen from the above that there does not appear
to be any appreciable differences in the noise oaused by the various .
buses operating on the route in question. Of 421 ogseS' now operati.ng
daily over the Ocean Boulevard route, ooly 52, or '12'pe3:oeot ,'"f'aré -
operated by respondents. If respondents were to be ordered" to change
their route it would still leave 369 buses daily operat:ing over this
Toute. It is thus c:learly apparent that a rerouting as prOposed
herei.n would do little to lessen vibration, no:{.se or congesti.on
along this route. On the other hamd, a rerouting would :’.nconvenience‘
many passengers and add unnecessarily to their travel time Inter-
city bus operators must be able to move in and out of c:t.ties along
routes so as to provz.de the best service possible.

We therefore find and conclude that reSpondénts- ohoﬁld aot
be required to change or alter their present routes within ‘the City
of Long Beach., This irxveatigacion will be discontinued., | -

3 The decibel is the unit used in measuring the power of a sound.




Based upon the evidence of record and the findings and
conclus:.ons set forth in the preceding opinion,

IT IS ORDERED that Case No. 6547 be and it is 'hereby
discont:.nued.

This ordex sball become effective twenty days after the
date hm:eof. ’ S
Dated at San Frameiseo 'c;ufoma" this {i z: ‘

day of _ Tt kb, 1960,




