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BEFORE' TIm PUBI.IC UTILITIES, COMMISSION OF 'IEES'tAIE' OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application' of ) 
SOO'mERN PACIFIC COMPANY, and RAIUit~ i' 
EXPSESS AG1nlC'.{~ me.:. for authority , 
to discout:i.nue agency and to remove 
the station buildings at Atascadero, Application No. 42149 
County of ,San Ltt1s Obislo" State of ) 

,. California, and to mamtain said" ), 
station as a Class ,"A" uonagency J. ' 

, station. )" ' 
',' ) 

RandolJh l<arT, for applicant. 
James .. AShe, :Jr., and John Ruskovich, for COUXlty 

of ,San Luis 6hispo-; Donala j. Stinchefield', for 
Atascadero Chamber of Commerce; Margaret Gee-:I 
for Atascadero Real ES,tatel3oard; l; t· §i¥kv, for 
Order of R.ailroad Telegraphers; Jo ' .' Ul:'khardt,. 
for Burkhardt's shoe store; :Joseeh GriS:atit:i, for 
Grisanti Hardware; and C. L. b~ ,protestants,.' , 

, ' 

o 'P IN I'ON , 
~,--'-~'-~, 

This application w~fi.led on April ,'lic., 1960.' Public: ' 
•• ' .'" I 

hearings were bcld before Examiner John Power atAtascaderoon':' 

Jtme 9 and July 20, 1960 .At the' first' of, these, arepre~tative ' 

of Railway Express Agenc:y'Cestified" that his- cOmpany had' secttred a ' 
.'. 'I 

merchant' agent. in Atascadero. Co~el' for applicants· then.: moved' . 

for dismissal as to· that' app11cant~ · , 'Ih1s: will:oe:~~t:ed:. ,'Ib.e,:" 
matter was· submitted subject tot},le fil:£:ng of;brlefs' .. :"These'~e 
been received' and' the matter:ts ready for decision. ' 

Atascadero is in the northern portion of· San Luis. Obispo 

County. It is 10.6 mileS railroad ~ast of 'Paso Robles 'and 25.4 ". 

miles. railroad west of San Luis Obispo (Exhibit-No. 4~page'15) •. " 
,.i . " " , .~ , .. " ," '. c ,.: ' •• ,. 

":",< 

'It is' proposed' to serv!ceAt:asc:adero" from' the station> at' .... 

Paso Robles about .' tenmi1es . distant. 'l'b.e'per~l..: .at_Pas()',Roble~",·· 
.. " .," 
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. will be instructed. to accept collect' telephoneealls .:. fxom Atascadero. 

in ccmnection with· carload freight and .pass·enger ·business. ;tess ., . , 

carload freight is now almost all handled', by applicant r s truckillg. 
, "" , • • . ' ? '. , ,. ~ , 

. subsidial:y. Deliveries sore' 1ll8deby drlvers~, l:f>~livexy' cannot: be' 

made ~ shipments are left at AtasCa~ro' station. n~. '. If ,the .. pro~sal '. 

is gr~ted they will be, returned to san V.Us,·, Ob1s~ or p~o ·It~bles 
and an attempt will be made to get' delivUY.;l.nstructions from : the : 

consignee.·.·· Mail,·will.be ~d1ed'~' use .. Of ~ ·:stae!on b6x··to.;~··' .. 
, , , ' " , >", .. ' ., • 

. provid~d"byth~·~pplieant.·' " .:,., . 

. AppliCant also' desires to. remove .. the·.Atascadero station 

build~g £remits public utility aeeou:nts •. Appl:[~talleges;m. 

support' of tIrlsphase ~f'the·applicatiOn~::·,thatthisbu1ldiIlgcau· 

be rented. '.' .' " 

:. ,,' 

Gross revenue and gross (carload) r~enue' as shown" by . 

ExMbit 7, page 5 was:· year ended December31~.1958 ";·$74,160' 
" " '" '. '- . .' " N" ," .": " ,.",:.' 

($66 ~660); year ended December' 31, 1959' - $86:.935- ($81,.684)';.:-

five mouths ended May' 31, 1960' - $31, 869 ($30~437) .'The: cost'~f 
operating the station for the samet::hreeperiods. was:' 1958:,. $7,614;' 

19S5~' $7 ,803; J~u.ary-May, 1960 ~ . $2,809' (Exhibit '7';p'age6}"~;On' -

page S of' the same' exhibit it is estimated that' a··saving .. of.$6,711 

could have been realized if the station had ~ateclon anonagenc:y' 
'. . ".' ',', 

basis in 1959. 

Protestants ,cross~d applicant and:~ filed a brief 

herein. No witnesses 'were presented on their behalf.', l'heprinci- '. 

pal ground. of protest was a' fear ~t service~oUJ.d~<kMng::rad~d.· 
Reference was made to-. Application .No·,. 42205,: bywb.:Lchappl:tc:ant ' . 

... , "1'" 

souzht . permission- to remove its agency at San' Miguel.,i 'Ihat.:statiou' 
, . 

would. alsO· be:. put under the jurlsdiet!on·of the 'Paso- Rob1es'ag~t ~ '. 
" .' 
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The authority requested' in 'that appl:t~tion was granted' on " 

September 27~' 1960 ~ by Decision No~ 60798.' . l'b.e result, of granting " 
, .' . 

',c," , 

.' , - , . 

'both applications will be a sub;tantial',increas~ incarlo~d freiSht, .", 

handled by Paso Robles. "However ~ 'less' carload fre:Lght:;expr~ss" , ' 
, , ' , " 

~d passenger service have fallen off to a pOint far below' what , ' 
;, '. I 

they once' were. ,Anadd11:ional consideration ,to· be noted'isthat . 

Paso Robles is a twenty-faOX' hourstationwhile'At~s~dero is-~Y' " 

open forty hours per weel,. 1'h1s may have' a ten~cy, to 'uPgrade 
. . , " 

the service in some respects especially in.the~,caseo£' tranSactions . . ' , 

by telephone. 

It appears that :fta:ther maintenance of' an agency, at',', ", 

Atascadero is no longer economically sound. Applicant .~: wibesses" 

stated that two' hours or ,less per day were' required to do 'the 

station work. '!'he rest of the agent's time •. they said,. was wasted. 

I't also appears that any mconveniences' resulting from removing. , 

the' agency would be minor and would not constitute a;,sub~tant:tal 
" 

reduction of railroad service' in Atascadero. It furt:ierappears 

that if the agency is removed the1:~' will, be ',no necm:ter ,'for'. 

maintaining 'the '~tation, building" in' the' utility '. acco~ts··,of"':,' 
So~thern Pacific Company. 

The Comnission accordingly finds thatpublic,conVen1ence . 
. - , . . . 

, and necessity no longer req~e th'e maintenance of anageD.cY . 'at 

applicant' $ Atascadero$tat~n. The CommiSsion' further . finds ,1:b.at ' 
public convenience and necessity no l0n8er, require' the inclusion of . ,'. 

, appliCant'$. Atascadero station' build1ng in,1.ts,::accounts-i1S.t:r:ng, 

pro~ necessm:y' or 'useful- in 'the 'performance of,appli.cant's-: .• 
. ' .' '., 

'. duties. to th~ public~' ' 
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ORDER ..... - .... , .... -. 

Public hearings having. been 'held"and,theC~s::ton . 

basing its order: upon the -findings, and conclus.1ons. set·· fo~' in ". ' 
, '''0 . . 

the ,foregoing opinion, 

IT' IS ORDERED that: 
" ,I 

1. Tbeappli~t1on of : Railway Express. AgeTJ.C:y~ '. ~c~~' be and .... 

it is,. dismissedrlthout' prej,udic~" 

..... 

2. Soatb.eXn Pacific ~any is au~r!zedt~, d!sc~tinue' 
'? \ • , ' 

its agency, at Atascadero, san I.u.1s ObispoCo~t,' ~ . subj eet::to the 

following, conclitions: 

(a) Southern Pacific Company shall maintain' said'" 
station in a nonagency.statuS . for' the"receipt 
or delivery of freight in any quanti'ty:. car
loads or less.. 

(b) Within ninety days after the effective date' 
hereof and on not less than ten days: prior 
to, the' discontinuance of the- agency at· '. . 
Atascadero, Southern Pacific Company shall 
post a notice of suen discontinuance at the 
station and, within ninety days after the 
effective date hereof and on not less than 
ten days' notice to the Commission and- 'to 
the public,. Southern Pacific Company shall 
file in duplicate amendments to its tariffs 
showing the Cbangesautborized herefn and 
shall make reference in such notice and 
tariffs to this decision as authority for 
the eh;mges. In no event shall the' agent' 
be removed pursuant to the au.thority. . . . 
he7:einabove granted earlier than· the'~ .. 
effective date of. the, tariff filings ' .. 
required hereunder.·. , :' .': ..... . 
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3.- Southern Pacif:tc Company ,is, authorized, to exclude its .'

s tat10n building at Atascadero,' from: its· accounts' of property" 

'," ' 

'.. , . . 

, .' 

necessaxy or useful 1nthe perfoxmance of its duties eo thepub1!c._' 
, ".' , 

The effective date of ' this: order . shall ,be twenty.·days·· .. ·· 
", 

after the date hereof. 
~ Franc1leO.-. Dated at' ____________ ~ Califol:'Jli:ct~,t.his··· 

i?P&z4.day of ~ 1960. 
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