‘Decisioo.'No. -

BEFORE THE PUBLIC 'U'r:tu:cms, COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA =~

In the Matter of the Appl:.cat:ion of )
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY and RAYIWAY g
%
)
)

EXPRESS AGENCY, INC., for authority
to discontinue agency and to remove
the station buildings at Atascadero,
County of Sar Luils Obisfo, State of
# California, and to maintain said
station as a Class "A" nonagency
tation. L

Application No . 42149

Randolph Karr for applicant:. '
Jaoes J. Ashe, Jr., and John Ruskovich for Cox.mty
of San Luis Qoispo; Donald J. Stin cEefield for

Atascadero Chamber of Commerce; Margaret Gee,
for Atascadero Real Estate Boaxd; FE r. Kinis ag for
Oxder of Railroad Telegraphers; Jo urkhardt,
for Burkhardt's shoe store; Joseph Gﬂ.?ant:., for
Grisanti Hardware; and C. L.Tav:ns, protestants,’

OPINION

This application was £iled on n April 14 1960 Public o
ihearin,gs were held before Exammer John Power at Atascadero on SO _  |
June 9 and J’uly 20 1960. At the' first of these, a representati.ve o
jo£ R,ailway Express Agency testified that h:{s company had secm:ed a _
| merchant agent. in Atascadero. Counsel for appl:.cants then. moved o
| for dismissal as to- that’ appl‘.[cant.- This wﬂl ve! granted 'Ihe
matter was. submitted subject to the f:'.ling of briefs. ‘rhese have
been received and the matter s ready. for deczsion. | : |
Atascadero is In the nortb.em portion of San Luis ObiSpo S
Comnty. It is 10.6 m:.].es raﬂ:oad east of Paso Robles and 25 s )
‘miles railroad west of Saz::. Lu.i.s Obispo CExhib:I.t No. 4, page 15) «
| It :l’.s p::oposed to serv:f.ce Atascadero :Erom the station at’l“{i_‘f”: : o
) Paso Robles about ten mﬂes di.stant. ’rhe persormel at Paso Ro'bles:-'j,.f'f " | L




will be :’.nstructed to accept collect telephone calls f::om Atascaderog_
in comnection with carload freight and. passenger business. I.ess o
carload- freight is now almost all handled by appl:.cant s truckmg

' subsidiary. Deliveries aLe made by driverf»- £ delweff cammot. v

made, shipments are left at Atascadero station now. i If the proposallgj,‘ | |
is granted they will be rettn:ned to San Luis Ob:!.Spo or Paso Robles PR

and an attempt will be made to get delivery instruct:.ons from the
\ cons:t.gnee. Ma:Ll wﬂl be handled by use of a stat:ton box to be
" fprovided by the applicant. B , o 4' . 'j
| " Applicant also desires to remove the Atascadero station
" building from its public util:.ty aer::ounts Applicant alleges, _

- support of this phase of ‘the application that this bu:’.lding can- ;,?- PR

be rented - _ o T
Gross revenue and gross (carload) revenue as shown by
E:dnib:.t 7, page 5 was: year ended December 31, > 1958 $74 160
| ($66 660) : year ended December 31 1959 - $86 935 (2?81 684) 5
. -'f:!.ve ‘months ended Mey 31, 1960 - $31 869 ($30 437)., 'I’he cost of .
 operating the stat:l’.on for the same’ thxee periods was. | 1958 $7 614- b
‘- 1959 $7, 803- January-May, 1960, $2 809 (Exhi’.bit 7, page 6). :
. page 8 of the same exh::.bit :x.t is est:i.mated that a sav:'.ng of $G,7ll

_‘ could have been realized if. the station had operated on a nonagency N
'basism1959 ’ RERE B R R R
Protestants cross-examined applicant and f:t.led a br:.ef

herein. No w:.tnesses were presented on their bebalf I’he pr:f.nci~ ‘ '_ |
"‘pal ground of protest was a fear that service would be. downgraded. o

1=tefe're::xce was made to. Applleation No. 42205 by wb.ich appl:[cant

'sou,ht perm:.ssion to remove :Lts agency at San M:Lguel Tb.at station PR |
‘would also be' put under the jtn::.sdict:ton of the Paso Robles aﬂent.‘ K
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' 'I'he authority requested in that application was granted on ‘--" o

- September 27, 1960, by Decision No. 60798. The result of granting S )
‘both 8pplications will be a substantial increase in. carload freighti'

handled by Paso Robles. , However, ‘less carload freight, express,
: and passenger service have fallen off to a point far below what
| | they oncer were. An additional consideration to be noted is that ,
. | Paso Robles is a twenty-four bour station wb.ile Atascadero is only .
open forty hours per weel, - 'l'his may have a tendency to upgrade |

the service in some respects eSpecially in the case of transactions‘ f- S

'by telephone. ' , SRS . LT |

| © It appears that further maintenance of an agency at
7Ataseadero is no longer economically sound. ’ Applicant's witnesses
stated that two hours or. 1ess per day were requi.red to do the -
station work The rest of the agent's time they said was wasted
'I.t also appears that any inconveniences resulting from removing
the agency vwould be minor and would not constitute a’ substantial
-reductn.on of ra:.lroad service in Atascadero.. 503 further appears
that if the agency s removed there will be’ no necessity for '

1 maintaining the station building in the utility accomts of
' Southern Pacific Company | o TR

The Comis..ion accordingly finds that public convenience

| and necessity no longer require the maintenance of an agency at

applicant's Atascadero station. 'I'he Commiss:.on further finds that
public convenience and necessity 00 longer require the inclusion of
, applicant's Atascadero station building in its accounts listing
proPerty necessary or useful in the performance of applicant’ o
duties to the public. : o - Lo e
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| Public hearfags having been held and the Comission
bastag its order wpon the findings and conclusions set forth fn
the foregoing opinion, N O e R AR

- ':cr'Is'be'zme'thaﬁ:; Bt IR R )
1. The application of Railvay Express Agency, Toc., be md |

it is, dismissed without prefudfce. .. o o
2. &M"P&Cific Companyisauthorizedtodiscontinue :

its agency at Até;scadefb , San Luis: op’isp‘c,' County, _gﬁbje‘ct‘,,_&: e
following conditions: . o L e

(a) Southern Pacific Company shall maintain said’ -
\ - station In 2 nonagency.status for the receipt -
or delivery of freight in any quantity, caxr-
loads oxr less. S S T

(b) Within ninety days after the effective date =
- hereof and om not less than ten days prior

- to the discontinuance of the agency at
Atascadero, Southern Pacific Company shall
post a notice of such discontinuance at the-
station and, within ninety days after the ,
effective date hereof and on not less than -
ten days' notice to the Commission and to
the public, Southern Pacific Company shall .
file in duplicate amendments to its tariffs
showing the changesauthorized herein and
shall make reference in such notice and
taxiffs to this decision as authority for
the changes. In no event shall the agent:
be removed pursuant to the authority DR
bhexeingbove granted earlier than: the. .
effective date of the tariff £1lings "

required | hereund_er.‘\ .
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3.. Southern ?ac:.f:f.c wmpany :is authorized to exclude '.u:s
stat:ion building at Atascadero from its accounts of properw

necessary or useful in- the performance of :I.t:s duties to the publ:[c. el

'l'he effect:l’.ve date of this order shall 'be twenty days

) after the date hereof | SRR 3

Dated at ___ so mncar Cal:’.fornia th:i.s

.géf_‘.‘_'zday@f” . _.,4 = p '. M1960. o SR




