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Decision No. 61.108 ------
",' ':'®' "'~~'a:(a' '~~~'!I"~ "t"'- ", , " ,.'1 f~' • ',' jj RH,': ~i1r'/flJ.'/~:,", .... ,,' , 

I . ill' , . ' ' '''~'1l'' n', " .: ' . : :" ~ ",...., ",," , ",r. " 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION' OF mE STAtE:OF: CA:LIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
JOHN W. ASHFORD. WILLIAM D.. SORENSON ~ ) 
CORDON H.' BALL and ',MILl.EN L_ SIMPSON", ), 
partners. doing business, as· BASSCO ) Application' No ~ 42015, 
DRAYAGE. ,for a . certificate ofpub11e:~ ) 
convenience and necessity to- operate, ), 
asa highway common carrier .. ' "',,:, ) 

'-. ""','. 

, " " " " " :' ) 

" ' 

.' 
Handler & Baker by Daniel Baker~ for applicant. 
Frank Lou~, for Warren:. fiansportation~ ., 

Bigg e 15rayage Co. > cd, Bruce R. Gcernaert,. , . 
for Sheedy Drayage.Co~~ &G. w., ,thomas Drayage Co-., 
protestants. ;" , ' , , . 

" 

o P' I N I :0 N, .... ---.~--- ...... -. , . 
''',' 
",' .. 

John W. Ashford', William D'.:, Sore'Oson~ Gordon R.Ball and­

Millen L. Simpson, part'Ders doing ~:l.ness, as 'Bassco, Drayage,. requ~st ," 

authority to operate a highway common, carder service, for ,the ' 

transportation of (1), construction, :udnillg:' 8lld 'logging' machinery" 

equipment, materials and "supplies and" (2) r' cODlDOd:tti~~ 'whi.eh . by, reason' . 

of size, weight or bulk require' spec1al equipment or handlingp'and 
" 

mater1als~ parts or supplies that aore appurtenant ,to' or'8 necessary 

part of such commodities, in an area bounded by Garberville~. Red;,. 

Bluff and' Susanville on, the 'north and Monterey; Fr~S1l~ and"eecbr ' 

Crove on tbesouth. Between certa1upointsthe' proposed"sexVice is· 
", .. ,~ . 

restricted against transportation . of shipments." subjectt~ '. a.minimum ' 
'. 

weight of 10.000 pounds or less or subject. to a rate., applicable toa, 

shipment of 10,000 pounds or less. , 

Public, hearing were h~1d··beforeExamiuer Tb.~ma·sE':, Daly in 

Oakland and. San FranciS(:o, with the ;matter being' submitted· on Augus1:5" - ",' , . 

1960, upon receipt·, of briefs 's1n~e ,:fileda~d' c~Dsidered~ .. ,,' 
, ,., .'. 
I', " 

, ,', ", . ""1, 
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Applicants are presently engaged' in the'transports,tion of' 

heavy and bt:lky mac::tiuery and equit;>tIlent as a permitted.·' carrier. !hey' 
"" , ' '. , 

own aDd operate approximately thirtY7four pieces ofequ!pa1etlt •. hof 

October 31:t 1959:t they showed a net worth of $20:t857" .md' for the year, 
, , . 

, , ' ... 

ending Ap=il 30:t 1960 realized' a ne~prof:i:t of '$6,6S0'~45 •. " 

Applic.&nts propose c1zily;,.' '~~cOlil: servic~' ~'Oday through 

Friday.. The' proposed ~atcs w:tllbe ~~arable'. ~o'~o~:"set£Orth :tn .' 

Ml::ti.:tum Rate T~:riff No. 2' .. 

Tb.~record indicl.Ztes that IJppliec::1ts ~e o~r~ted's1n~e 
J3UUa-ry 1, 1952. '!heir pr1nc;:p.:l office and termin.:l 1s io~~ted .::It,' 

685- Del3W~Te Street" Berkeley.. '. Said facility cout.:ins.· ~pproximate:ly, .' 

50:tOOO, squa-re fce~.. Located 1±~rcon is' ~ terminal building aDd, shop , 

are~.. ApplicaDts are partners, with ,J~hn OW' .. Ashford'anQ WilliamD~ 

Sorenso!) be1:!g ge:leral partnl!rS and Millen' L~Simp~n aM Gordon' R .. 

'Ball as limited pc1rtners •. 
" ".' 

Accord1ngto the te~t1mot!y of JohnW. : Ashford app11ea!:lts 

tr~zport ma:lyovcrcize and over':.:cight' shipmen~s which =~qu:(re'spec::[al 
permission sud 1?'cm1ts to' be aC~.liredfro:n the State' ~:[viS101lof ': . 

Highways. Special pilot cars are requireefo%- these movements. 

Applicants seek to trenspott all, classes of construc:t1on'eCZU!prn~t, 
, •• ., " • ,'. ", ,", I 

material Ctod cupplies becauseinm.3uy: cases tlley, aSSf'!'rtedly transport 

heavy m2ch1nery we1~ing, as . much' as 25,000 pou'Ods and' c,,~u:om~~' will' 

add miscellatle<>us cotr!!ltOdi!;ies to the ship::!1ent to t.e!ceac!van.tage of' ' 

trude load' '":t'at~s. 

Mr - Achford stated that t~e fim" s volume of business .ha.s 
. '" .' 

steadily i:1~e.lsed. SubstOlntial water" power and other natural 

resource ~cvclopt:etr::s are underway and are planned: for the-future • 
. ' ,~ ",.., 

In addition, local and feder<ll h1gh't.\"ay progras and' building construc-
. . , 

tions have made dema::ds U;>Oll a,plicC1:lts' service'. Movement' between: 

tt.~ ;><>illts iDV\>lved ir.:b.e proposed area incl".lde b-:>-ch ceeas:tonal'atld 

Shi~~ts to a construction,. site may . extend over, , . 
, -, . . 

, , 
,~ " 
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s period of. several weeks,.. during tbe begi1lllins and . the . ccnaplet:l.Otl . 
. , 

of .9 job.· , 

Fifteen' public witnesses testified. on behalf' of,;s'PPlicants 

and the testimony of ten others was stipulated' ." For the most part ,"'.' 

these individuals represented companies engaged inheaVY.coastructiotl, 
" " 

work~ 'l'heyship to all points' in ,the proposed area: such· commodities' 

as tractors~ scrapers~ graders,. rollers.,. loaders,. compactors, CraDeS,.·· 

reinforcing and structural s.teel ~steam generators, gene~ators,. 

welders and drag lines •. There are occasions when they will ship to' 
. , " ,. \ ,', 

a, construction site and between construction sites. They', preseotly 

use applicants' service and are completely, satisfied. Time': in . transit 

is. important 81ld the service required is of a specialized:' natUre~. the 
'. , '" 

,',', 

carrier's drivers mast be skilled in handlillg and: operating the heavy 

equipment which is being trausported, for it is the'driverr'sduty .to .'. 

load ,and unload such equipment~ '. 'All of. the w:[tnesses ·stated.that they 

would use applicants r proposed service if' authorized. 

Of the four protestants only Sheedy Drayage. Co-.. possesses. 
" 

certificated intrastate authority in' the proposed area ... , . It acquired" 
. . 

said authority by Decision No .. 59769 dated. March'S~ 1960.' All of the 
proteseants possess interstate' authority aDd,' re~estt:hat' any lntra~ 

,. 

state certificate if granted be restricted against ,registration with 

the Interstate Commerce' Commission. It is> contended that,Congress.: by.:, , 

virtue of the Second Proviso of Section 206(a)(1):of theI~~er~tate . 

Commerce Act bas delegated to the respective- states the· r:i.ght:to 
" . 

determiDe public convenience and neceSSity. ' It is :Eur1:her ,~ontended ' 
," '.' 

that the Commission has. the power to restrict the registration of ' an 

iDtrastate certificate as· requested. 
, ,," .', ':,' 

< ·f" • 
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If it be assumed the Commissionhasjur:[sdict10n to- restrict'· .. '/ 
I 

its certificates against registration with the Interstate Coa:merc~' '. f . 

Commission, there is no evidence in this r~rd that ~bl:Lcconvenience 
". . . . '. " ," . 

f 
! . 
I 
j 

d' 

f .. 

and' necessity require the imposi.t10n of such a 1~1~t10ti~ Therefore' '" ~ . 

, ". . •• ' ", I 

no restriction will 'be imposed. 

Applicmts are hereby placed . on notice ,that" operative, 

rign~s 7 as such. do not constitute a . class of; property which may be 

capitalized or used as an element ,of value in rate fixing for any , 
. ' 

amount of money in excess of that originally paid. to. the State 8S, the' 
, . 

consideration for the grant of" such rights'. . Aside. from their' purely 
" 

permissive aspect, such rights, extend t6 the holder a, full or: partial ' 

monopoly of a class of business : over a Partieularroute~ nus monopoly.' 

feature ,may be modified or canceled at any . time by the State 7 ,which 

is not in any respect limited as to the ,number. 'of:ri8hts'which ~y·be. 
, . . ". " 

given. 

After' cousiderationthe Commission: finds and concludes that 
. ,', " 

public convenience and necessity require the granting,of the'sutbority 

sought. 

ORDER ---, ..... -
Application having been filed and the Commiss:1on,;being 

informed in the premises, 

IT IS. ORDERED: • .. 

1. 'Ibat' a certificate of public convenience and nece·ssity. is 

hereby graDted to .John W. Ashford,' Will:i.a~ D'. Sorenson~' GOrdon: H'. 'Ball'. 

and Mill~ 1.. Simpson authorizing the transportation:.ofproperty.; as a . 

highway common carrier between the points and OVe'r the. routes set 

forth in. Appendix A attached hereto • 

. 2. That in provfdingservice pursuant to.tbe certificate 

herein granted, applicants shall comply with and>observe the' follow­

ing service regulations: 
.... -4":' 



.... ··a. 
t',," .",t, .. , 

','-' , 

, ... ,' 

(a)' Within thirty days· after the effective date 
hereof, applicants shall file a' written 
acceptance of the certificate herein granted. 
By accepting the certificate of public con­
venience and' necessity herein granted', appli­
cants are placed on notice that they will be 
xequired, among other things, to file annual 
xeports of their operations and to comply 
with and observe the safety xules and other 
regulations of the Coumission's General Order 
No.. 99 and insurance requirements of the . 
Commissi01l'S General Order No. IOO-A. Failure" 
to file such reports, in such form and at such 
time as the Coa:missioll may direct, or to comply 
with and observe the provis.1ons of General 
Orders Nos. 99 and: lOO-A, may result in a c:ancel:- . 
lation of the operating authority granted' by . 
this decision. . ' . :'. 

(b) Within stxe,ydays after the effective date 
hereof" and on not less· than· ten days' notice 
to the Commission and the public, applicants 
shall establish the service herein authorized 
and file in triplicate" and: concurrently make 
effective" tariffs satisfactory to. the COIIIDis­
s100. 

I l .. ' 

l'be effective date of this' orCler:shall'betweoty ::daysaft~r '.' . 

the date hereof.. '. 

. (Dated at ~~~ California. this. 

day of ~ , 1960. 

..·~.~W·· 
~ ~ ----... .-1 • _ 

':"-
, • , , I 

.' ,·CODiD!ssioners::, . 
. " . 
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Appendix A ..1ohn 'W' .. Ashford,. William.' D.. Sorenson'~· Ctig1:Dal-, Page 1 
Gordon RoO Ball aDd Millen L. Simpson 

Applicants by the' certificate of Publicconvenienee and' 

necessity granted in the decision noted in themarg1n~ :'aresuehor:ized' ' 

to transport, the following commodities,:-

routes: 

(a) 

(b) 

Construction,. mining and logging machinery,. equipment,. 
materials and supplies; and ' , 

Commodities which by reason of 'size, weight- or bulk 
require special equipment or handling, and ~terials, 
parts or supplies that are appurtenant to 'or a neces­
sary part of such commodities .. 

Between all points on ,or within- 25 miles of the following' 
, -- I ',,' ' . ,", ,. 

" 

1. 0' .. S. Highways 101 and 101 By-Pass between'Garberville 
and Salinas,. inclusive. ' " . 

2. State Highway 1 between Leggett 'Valley and Monterey" 
inclusive.. ' , 

3. State Highways 9 and 17 between Oakland atld':Sauta' 
Cruz, inclusive. ' 

4. U. S. Highways 40 and 40..;Alternate between San ,Francisco 
and the California-Nevada state line, inclus:f-:ve • 

5. U. S. Highway 50 between San Francisco and t~ , 
california-Nevada state line, inclusive-. ", -

6. U. S .. Highways 99~ 99'-E and:'99~W'between Red:Bluf£'a-nd " 
Fresno, inclusive., " 

, I " , 

7. State Highway 36bet:weenRedBluff,and.Johnstonville", 
inclusive. , ' 

8. U .. S. Highway 395 between J'ohnstonville sndthe,: 
C81ifornia-NC'Vsda state, line andbetW'eenthe-' , 
California-Nevada state line and Independence, inclusive. 

i "" 

9. State-Highway 20' between Calpella 4Ddjunction with 
U. S. Highway 40 near ,Cise<>~ inclusive.' "", ,',"'.' " ". 

Issued by California PublicUtilit1esCommission .. 

Decision No. - 61108' , , ' 

, Application' No.'4201S. , . 



JO 

Appeodix A John W. Ashford,. William D. Sorenson,. . Original Page 2 
Gordon H. Ball and Milleu L. Simpson 

10. State Highway 128 'between State Highway 1 near - . 
Albion and Wint~s~ inclusive. 

11. State' Highway ·12 between Santa Rosa . and' San-Andreas,. 
. inclusive. 

12. State Highway 29 between Upper Lake ·andVallej·o-,. 
inclusive. - '. , - .. _ _ 

13. State H!ghwsy 16 between State Highway 20,. near' 
- Wilbur Springs ~ and Drytown,. inclusive. 

14. State Highway 32 -be-tween Orland and State Highway 36 -. 
near Childs Meadow~ inclusive. 

15. Unnumbered highway between U. S. Highway 40-A,. near 
Ho'Oeut~ to- junction with. State HighWay 89,. near 
Quincy~ via La Porte and Nelson Point • 

. -
16. State Highway 89" between State- Highway 36, near Chester 

and U. S. HighwaY.395 near Colev:[lle'~ . 

17. State- Highway 49' between_'Ssttley and·Mar:[posa~. 
inclusive... '_ . 

18. State Highway 4 between u. S .. Highway 40,. near'-Pillele-,. 
and- State Highway 89~ near Markleeville.. _. .' 

19.. . State Highway 88 between Stoc:kton and WoodfO'rd's~ 
inclusive.. . 

20.. State Highway 24 -between Oakl81ld and: Marysville,.'. 
inclusive. .. . 

21. State Highway 108: between Sonora and U~ S.R1ghway 395,. 
near Fales Hot Springs ~.. inclusive .. 

22.. Sta'te Highway 120 between U > S.H1ghway 50 ~ near 
Lathrop~ 81ld Lee V!ning~ inclusive •. 

23. State Highway 140 between State R!ghway 33:,. near Gust:i.ne~ 
and Yosemite, inclusive. '.:'. . 

24. State Highway.41 between Fresno ·andYosem1te~:,illeluS:[ve~ 

25. State Highway 33- between U ~ S. Highway 50,. near,Tracy,. 
and Mendota,.. inclusive. 1\ 

'. , 

Issued by California Public Ueilities Commission •.. ·· 
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Appendix A John W .. Ashford, Will:LamD.SorensOD, • Original. Page ). . 
Gordon H. Ball andMillenL •. Simpson: -

26. State Highway 152 between Watsonville anct'cai1fa, . 
inclusive., , .' ''' . ." .. 

" '. '" ' 

- -

27. - State Highway 180· between Mendota and, Cedar Grove. -
inclusive.. ". -. . ' ,_ ,", ',_ " . 

28. State Highway 168 between State Highway 41,: ,near 
Pinedale. and LAke Florence, inclusive .. , 

29. Unnumbered highway paralleling. llorthfork of. Kings 
River between State Highway 180'. near Centerville,. , 
and Balch Camp', inclusive. ' 

. " . .'" ,.'", ." '. " '. '," . ., 

30. State Highway 132 between Vernalis- and Coulterville, . 
inclusive. 

',',,- ",' 

31. State Highways 37 and 48 between'U .. S~ _Highway 101, 
near Ignacio, and- Vallejo, inclusive. , ' ,_ " 

- , 

32. State Highway 45 ,between Knight,' s' Landing. and 
State Highway 32, -near Hamilton. City;. inclusive.,'-

CONDITIONS: ' 
. .-

Applicants shall transport no shipment,su1>ject'toa ,-

minimum weight of 10,000 pOunds o~ lessor. sul>ject to,·s.rsteappli-: 

cable to- a shipment of 10,000- pounds or -less to. from or .b~tweenthe 

following points:, 

1. Points on U.. S:. Hizt!.way _ 50 . bet:WeenPlacervi11e and' 
the california-Nevada s-tate line, illclusive. .. . 

2: Points on State Highway 89: between U~S.Hi8hWays. 40 
and SO. . 

. '.'..' - " . 

3. Points on u. s. Highway 395 . 'between . Independence and" .' 
tbe California-Nevada state' line.,.: 'inclusive~ .: .. '. ,.'. ." 
'. , , 

'End of" Appendix· A .. 

Issued by· California Public Utilities Commission.' . 
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