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Decision No. __ S_1_1_4_0_' _" __ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Investigation on the Commission's) 
own motion1nto the operations.~ ) 
rates 81ldpractices of GEORGE H. ) 
HAMEL and GENE H. HAMEL, doing ), 
business as G_ R. RAMEL&,SON~ ) 

--------------"}.' 

,case No .. 6744 ' 

George' H.Hamel. in propria persona. 

Elinore Charles~ for the 'Commission staff. 

OP'INION .... --~-- .... 
, ' 
. . ' , 

On 'August 2» 1960, the Comm1ssion issued an order .insti· 

tuting. an investigation' on its own motion into the operations, rates 

and practiees of George H. Hamel and Gene R. Hamel,do1ng business' 

as G. H. Ramel & Son, who are engaged in the business of transport- ' 

iug property over the publie highways as a radial' highway c~~n' 

carrier. Pursuant, to said order, a public hearing was held on ' 

October 18, 1960. at San FranciSCO, before Examiner Martin J • "Porter, 

at which time evidence was presented 'and the matter'wast~en'<und~ 
, , 

submission. 

Purpose" of' Investigation" 

The purpose of this investigation is, to ,determine whether 

these respondents have violated Sections 3664 and 3667, of the· Public/" 

utilities Code by charging and collecting a rate less than . the mini':" 

t::nm1 established under Minimum Rate 'tariff No .. 2'. 

Pacts 

George R. Hamel and Gene. H. Ramel are father and . son,,' . 

operating as a partnership, doing business as' G. 'R.Hamel & SoU • 
. , 
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'lhey have a radial highway common carrier permit. 'Minimum Rate 

Tariff No. 2 and supplements tberete> and" Distance' T~ble No.' 4 were 

served on the carrier by ehe'Comm!&sion. 

Approximately four hundred freight bills. and ,their suppore- ' 

1ug documents were examined. Twen~ such shipments were. selected 

as being, representative of respondents f' billing: practices. 

Supplemental information was- developed by the Commission 

staff showing that the point of origin was at a place other than: 

shown on respondents' freight bills., 

Based on the documents and supplemental, information the 
. ,'.' 

CoOmd.ssion staff developed that, u to each of the aforementioned 
, ' 

shipments undercharges, resulted. The, undercharges were the result 

of respondents' failure to rate from the correct point of origin. ", ' 
, ' 

The principal c01lDllOdity hauled by the respondents is grain 

with the principal Shipper being. Adams, Schwab and: AcIams~ Seventy­

five percent of, respondents' business is done dUriDg the harvest' 

season which runs approximately from May to November. ,Respondents' 

offered no defense. 

Findings and Conclusions 
,', 

Based, upon the evidence of record, we hereby' find' and 

conclude: 

1. !hat respondents are engaged in the transportation 

of property over the public highways for compensation as a ., radial 

highway common earrier pursuant to Radial· Highway," Common .Carrier 

Pe%m1t. No. 54-441 issued by this CommiSSion.' 
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2. That respondents assessed and collected charges . less 

than the applicable charges established by this Commission in Mini~ 

Rate Tariff Nc>. 2 which resulted' in unclercharges " as shown. in' Exhibit; .' 

No. &. 

Charg~8 Assessed Freight 
Bill 
No. 

or Collected by Correct 
~ Res?O;dents . Charge Undercharge 

9002 
9003 
9005 
9007 
900S. ' 
9009" 
9010 
9011 
9012 
9014 
8896 
9034 
9153 
9366 
9400 
9409 
9460 
9451 
9462 
9463· 

5/12/59 
5/13/59 
5/15/59 
5/16/59 
5/17/59 
5/19/59' 
5/19/59 
5/20159 
5/20/59 
S/21/59 

10/17/59 
6/5159 
6/14/59 
9/18/59 

10/13/59 
7/23/59 
7/24/59:' 
7/27/59 
7/2$/59 
7/29/59 

$l41~l3 
136.60 
141.71 
138.30 
144.79 
ll7.37' 
12$ .. 92 
144.93 
141.27 
136 .. 29' 

68.45 
81.70 
81.98 
68.43 
43.53 

129.64 
132.45 
130.06 
125.43 
122.75' 

$172.18. 
164.90 . 
173.92 
166 .. 96 
174 .. 80 
165,.83 . 
155,.6'> 
177.86 
170.55-
164.55 ' 

79'.40 ' 
90.15, 
90.46-
79'.39-
62.57 

135.28 
138.20 .... 
135.72 
130.89 
140.29 

$' 31.05 
28.30 
32.21 
23.,66 
3&.50 
28 .. 46', 
26,.73-
32.93-
29.28 
28.26 
10.95 
8.45 
8.48:: 

10.96. 
19.04. 
S.64 
5.75-
5.66-
5.46 

17.54 

Undercharges for these shipments amounted" to $400.31 

3. That. in view of the ev1denc .... ,~.ofrecord~ we find the 
...... /-Y' . 

respondents violated Sections 3664 and 3667 of the Public Utilities 

Code by charging and' coll~ting a compensation less than the' pre-
. , , 

scribed minimum established by this ~ssioll :tn Min1ImmtRate, Tariff 

No,. 2. .~ ' .. 

A public hearing having been held and based upon'the.evi­

deoce therein adduced." 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. That 'Radial High"""ay' Common Carrier Permit No.' 57 -441 

iSsued to George H. Hamel and/or Gene H.Hamel is hereby' suspended 
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for five consecutive days starting. at 12 :01 a.m. on the second Monday, 

following the effective date of this order; and that 'they shall not 

lease the equipment or other facilities used in operations under this 

permit for the period of the suspension or directly' or indirectly 

allow such equipment or facilities, to, be used to circumvent the 

s1.1Spension. 
'. ~" 

2. That George R. Ramel aud/or Gene R .. Hamel' shall post 

at their terminal and station facilities used for receiviDg pro~ 

from the public for transportation~ not less than five- days prior to 

the beginning of the suspension per1od~ a notice to -the public 'stating:' 

that their radial highway com::non carrier permit has been suspended:" 

by the Commission for a period of five days; that' within five days 
, , . ' 

- after such posting George R. Hamel :md/ or GeneH. Hamel shall file ' 

with the Commission a copy of such r.otice~ together ,with' an affidavit 

setting forth the date and place of posting thereof. 

3. That George H. Hamel ,and/or Gene H. Ramel shall examine 

their records for the period from January 1 ~ 1959. to the present 

time for the pUJ:pOse of ascertaining if additional undercharges have' 

occurred other than those mentioned in this decision. 

4. That~ wi1:hin ninety days after the e£fective,date of , 

this dec:tsion~ George H. Hamel and/or Gene R.Hamel shall cc,'iaplete 

the examination of their records- hereinabove required in· paragraph 3, 

and file with the Commission a report setting forth all undercha:rges 

found pursuant to that examination. 

S. That George R. Hamel and/or Gene H.' Hamel are hereby'· 

directed to take such action~ including legal action,. asrnay be,.Xleees-
" . . 

s.ary to collect the amount of undercharges set forth in tnepreeed:i'Dg 
',l' 

Opi:D.ion,. together with any additional undercharges_ found ,after. the ", 
, ~ . .. , 

exmnination required by paragraph l of~ this- order; . and to . notify' :he 
, ,I, 

Commiss10niu writing, upon the cOnS-'UXmXlation of such collection.'. 
" ,', 
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6.. That ~ in the event charges·· to. be. collected: as prov:.ded . 

in paragraph 5 of this order,. or any part thereof,. remain uncollected.,. 

one hundred twenty days after the effective date of this order,,·, George .•.. 

H. Hamel and/or Gene H. Ramel shall institute legalprocee<:lingsto. • 
"', " 

effect collection and shall submit to the CoDmission, on the first 

Monday of each month a report, of the' undercharges remaining' t<> be 

collected and' specifying the action taken to collect such charges 

and the result of such,. until such charges have been collected 'in' 

full or until further order of this Commission. 

The Secretary of the Commission' is directed to-' cause 

personal service of this order to be made upon George H. Hamel and, 

Gene H. Hamel and. this order shall, become effective twenty days',' 

after the completion of such serviceuponthem~ 

. San Fr:l.Xl.I:iz<:o . 1 f this ."'> "' ....... ...(;.1\ ' Dated at. _________________________ " ca 1 orn1S,. A-

day of _____ N_OV_E_M_3_E_R ____ " 1960. 

",' "1_' " 
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