Decision No. ___ 51104 o @ﬁﬁﬁl'ﬁ'g@i
E BEFORE THE PUBLIC vrn.xm-:s COMMISSION or THE smm oF CAI.II-‘ORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

Sierra Telephone Company, Inc. for
authority to:

(1) Combine the present Ahwahnee and
Coarse Gold zomes and redesignate
the area therein as the Coarse.
Gold: exchange'

(2) Redesignate the present’ Raymond BRI ‘ -
- zone as the Raymond exchange, Application No. 42746
Apply the rates. for exchange ' '
telephone sexvice now effective
within the Coarse Gold zone to
exchange services furnished
within the proposed Coarse Gold

exchange.

OPINION AND ORDER

Applicant's Requests

 Sierra Telephone Omnpany, Inc., by the above-entitled
application, filed Octobcr 11, 1960, seeks authority, pursuant to |
Sections 454 and 491 of the Publ:xc Util:u:ies Code, to" | _
a 1. Combime the present Ahwahnee and Coarse Gold zones asa
single en:change area to be des:.gnated the Coarse Gold. exchange. |
2. Eliminate the toll rate center at Ahwahnee, withdraw the | |
rate for toll service between Ahwahnee and Coarse Gold' zones, withdraw' |
the present rate for multi-party sexrvice: and make effeetive w:'.th:.n '
the prOposed Coarse Gold exchange the present rates and charges
for exchange and toll telephone 3erv:.ce appl:.cable in the present

Coarse Gold: zone as set forth in Exhibit D attached to the applicat:xon.‘

3. Redesignate the present Raymond zone as the Raymond e:rchange." |

Present terrn.torial and zone: boundaries and proposed area boundcrn.es '

- are shown on Exhibit c attached to the applz.cation.
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Applicant also requests authority to include with:.n the
proposed Coarse Gold exchange an adjacent area of 4-’5 square m.les"d B
of presently unfiled territory. o o | B

In addition, applicant requests that the revisions in |
boundaries and rates requested be made effective coincident w:x.th '
conversion of applicant's central office at Raymond to dial operation,
scheduled on ox about November 5, 1960. '
| plicant s _Operations ‘

Applicant’ is a public utilitv owning' and’operating a‘ tele-“;‘ :
phone system furnishing exchange and toll telephone service in the |
unincoxporated comunities of Ahwahnee, Bass Lake, Coarse Gold , |
~ Oakhurst and Raymond and vicinity in Madera and Marz.posa Counties,
Cal:.fornia. : o | . *

Applicant s Position

Applicant states that the elimination of toll charges for
messages between Abwabhnee and Coarse Gold zones will result in a.
reduction in toll charges to subscribers amo\mting to $1 462.92
annually. The withdrawal of rates for multi-party service within
the present Ahwahnee zZone and ‘the substitution of rates for lO-party
suburban service as presently applicable in the Coarse Gold zone .
applicant states, will result in an increase in annual charges to
customers in the present Ahwahnee zone of $922 80. ‘I'hus the net
‘effect on annual charges to subscribers located within the proposed
Coarse Gold exchange w:.ll be a decrease of $540 12.; |

| As set forth in Exhibit E attached to the application, 47

multi-party residence sexvice subscribers would have tb.eir monthly |
basic service charge increased from $4 to’ $S and 26 multi-—party
busmess service subscr:.bers would bave their monthly basic service ‘
charge increased from $5.60 to $6.75. _ ' R

The substitution of lo-party suburban service for multi-party
sexvice will have service improvement effects because of the limitation




. 42746 jo *

in the’ number of parties per suburban line to lO as compared to |
multi-party service wheze the number of parties-per line is unlimited.'

Applicant states that the effect of its proposals herein on
its rate of return on average depreciated rate base for the year 1959
would have been a reduction from. 1 464.to 1-13%. B

'Customer Interest

After filing the application, the applicant by letter of
October 17 1960, submitted a copy of a form letter, 1nc1uding
‘questiomnaire, sent to each of its subscribers in its.Ahwahnee zone.
Also—included is a list summarizing the results of . the questionnaire
as follows* 48 were in favor of the applicant s proposed changes,
2 disapproved' and 13 did not reply.‘ This letter of October 17 1960
and the attachments are made a part of the record herein and mar&ed
‘Bhibit No. 1. | R |

Ihe Commission also-received a resolution by the Oakhurst s
Chamber of Commerce dated Octoberx 24 1960 which is made a part of |
‘the recoxrd herein and marked Exhibit No. 2; It appears therefrOm that
the greatest distance between,the Two largest communities, Oakhnrst andf
Ahmahnee, is approximately only 5 miles, that there is: a strong

community of interest between all of the communities of Coarse Gold

Oakhurst, Ahwahnee, Bass. Lake, and Fish Camp, and that the'membership -

of the Oakhurst Chamber of Commerce is made-up of bnsinesses and
individuals £rom all of these communities.' The Oakhurst Chamber of
Commerce wishes to go on record as £avoring the elimination of the

current telephone boundary line between these communities.‘

Findings and ConcluSions 7
 The Commission ‘has given consaderstion to this matter and
f.inds and corc’udes .ha*‘: nublic he =g *hcreo is not necessa y,
that a granting of the app’ication as herein provided w111 result in
xmproved servioe and will not be adverse to ‘the pnblic 1nterest-'and

‘that such increases in rates or charges as uﬁll result from the
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granting of this application are justified and that, for the future,
present rates in so far as they differ from those herein prescribed
will be unjust and unreasonable, therefore, | |
IT IS ORDERED as followa.
1. Applicant is anthorized* _ _
(@) To combine the present Abwahnee and Coarse Gold zones
and desi@ate the area Coarse Gold exchange.-_ - |
(®) To eliminate the toll rate. center ‘at Ahwahnee, w:.thdraw :
the rate for toll service between the Ahwahnee and
Coarse Gold zomes, w:.thdraw the present rate for. multi-‘; |
rty sexvice and make effective within the proposed
Coarse Gold exchange the present rates and charges |
for exchange and. toll telephone service applicable in
the present Coarse Gold zone as set forth in Exhibit D
attached to the application. |
To redesignate the' present Ramond zome as the Raymond
‘exchange with no change from the. currently effective l.
rates. ) ' “ | |
To expand the Coarse Gold exchange to. include an
adjacent area of 4% square miles as set’ forth in “
Exhibit C attached to the. application. LN
2. After the effective date of tb.is decision, applicant is
authorized to file in quadruplicate w:.th this Comission, in conform- -
ity with the requirements of General Order No.‘ 96 revised tariff |
schedules designed tc accomplish the authorization contained m |
Ordering Paragraphs 1(a), ), (c) and (d) above, and after not less
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than five days' notice to the COm:'.ss:lon and to the public, to make ',
| said revised tariffs effecc:lve.- | o _ |

| 'I'he effective date of ‘this order shall be t:wenty days :
after the date hereof. ‘

Dated at b:-nh'anmoo » California, this: Eidadh
day of _ n:nn'RF" - . 1960. i |




