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Decis:i.oh No.

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of THE CITY OF INDIO, a

mmicipal coxrporation, to construct - RN ‘
a crossing at grade, to wit: Arabia Application No. 40644
Street, a public street, across the - o '
railroad right of way of the SOUTHERN

PACIFIC COMPANY.

C. F. Woolpert, C:I.ty Attorney, and 'I'hos. E. Selman,
City Manager, City of Indio, for applicant.

Randolph Karr, E. D. Yeomans arnd James W, Obrien,
Attorneys ,fo'r Southern Pacific Conmpany, protestant.

C. A, Washburn for Indio Cnamber of Commerce,
Anterested party. ‘

Lloyd C. Young for the Commission's sta.ff

OPINION

The C:.ty of. Indn.o, R:.verside Cotmty, seeks autnonty to
construct Axabn.a St::eet at grade across two ma:m 1:.ne traclcs and
two sidings or manifest tracks of the Southern Paczﬁ.c Company.
Public hearings were held at Indio on- Aprn.l 27 and’ 23 and at

Les Mgeles on J\me 30 1960, before Exam:mer Mark V Chmesa, at -
which time ora.i and documentary ev:.dence was reeelved and the ’:
matter was duly subm:Ltted. : _ |

_ Applicant and the protestant railroad were perm:.tted
to file briefs on or before thxrty days a.fter reee‘.\.pt of the
transcript of the proceedmgs The c:[ty ha'n.ng notifled the |

“Commi.ss:.on in wnt:mg that it ¢id ‘not propose to .c:.le a br:.ef ano )
protestmt hav:u:g :Ciled :I.ts 'br:.e.,. on. Augu.,.. 27 1960 the mat"er :

reaoy for dec" u.on.




Upon the evidence of record the Com:.ssn.on makes its |
findings of fact and conclusions as follows.

The City of Indio is situated appro::imately 129 rail
‘miles easterly of Los Angeles on the main line o£ protestant s
Los Angeles Division. It has an area of five and one-half square
miles and a population of approximately 9100. ‘rhe city area is:
rectangular in shape, two miles wide between its east and west
bonndaries and two and three-quarter miles bemeen its north to
- south boundaries. Protestant's right of way practically bisects |
“ the city in a northwesterly—southeasterly direction. . S. H:.ghwaysi
. Nos. 60, 70 99 (they compose one h:x.ghway through Indio) parallel
" protestant's right of way on the south and are. contiguous therew:uth
so that a crossing of the railroad tracks would require a cross:.ng
of, an entrance upon, or an exit from, the highway. 'i'he princ:.pal
'business and residential areas are situated within approximately
two square miles in the west-central portion of the city. ‘ At _
R present there is a residential and business section south of

said tracks and highway and north thereof there is a residential

area and a partially developed industrial and comercial area..
Motor vehicle travel between the north and" south |
‘portions of the city is by way of two cross:.ngs at grade, one at
‘ Monroe Street, which is- the westerly city .:.:units, and one at
.Jackson Street, which runs north and south through the center of
the business section. Said crossings are one and two-tenths
(1.2) miles distant. 'I’he proposed Arabia Street crossing is -
approximately midway of sa.id two crossings and approx:.mately in

the center of the city's present deveIOped area. 3 Imediately

north of the proposed Arabia Street crossing and contiguous w:.th o




“the northerly boundary of protestant'S' right of way t.here is an .
undeve oped triangular area of appro:dmately 115 acres without
streets. The record shows that approximately one-—half of the , |
popmat:.on resldes north of the tracks and that approximately
- 89 percent of the business establ:.shments are located in a
one-half square mile triangular area south of the raalroad
right of way and hrghway in the vicin:.ty of the Jackson Street |
o cross:.ng. Althoug,h the .J'ackson Street cross:.ng is the one used
- by a large majority of t.he motor:.sts, the Monroe Street crossn.ng; ‘
| convem.ently sexrves the western portion of the resrdential area |
B north of the tracks, and the record shows that the latter cross:.ng
. .-ean accoxmnodate cons:x.derably moxe traffic with sa.fety and w:.th
o fewer delays than occur at Jackson Street. |
Protestant's rail yard limits at Todio extend from a -
point two mil es west of the Monroe Street crossing to a point
appro:d.m.ately two miles east of the Jackson Street crossing, or
. d:.stance of approximately f:.ve miles. “The main yard is located
:.mmed:.ately east of the Jackson ‘Street cross:.ng where a stat:Lon, ‘
freight burld:.ng, swall emergency boSpital, p_ump house, and crew‘ .
' and dispatching bu:’.ld:.ng are located. In this area there ‘are

also located other facillt:.es ‘and numerous tracks used for

switching, stor:Lng of cars, ‘and’ the assembling of. trains. -

In this appln.catzon we are pr:.mar'.tly concerned w:.th that‘;"""

poxtion of protestant s yard which h.es between Monroe Street and o
-‘Jackson Street. ’I.'he proposed Arabla Street cross:rng would |

‘pra.cti.cally bisect th:.s portion of protestant s yard and wourc‘. o |

cross over two main 1:.ne tracks and two smdrngs or manifesc tracks o




' lncluding a switch link:.ng the south main line track with the south |
siding.. The north s:.ding parallels the north ma:.n l:.ne track
Said tracks are used for switching- Operations and for storage of
cars, and they also prov:.de access to nearby plants. o | |

| The protection devices at the Jackson Street crossing
consist of two Standard No. l cross:.ng s:i.gns, one Railroad. Advance ‘
Warning sign, and two overhead Mercury Vapor lights.v ‘I.'here are
also two boulevard stop signs at H:.ghwey 60~ 70-—99. At Monroe Street
the crossing protect:.on consists of two Standard No. & ﬂashn.ng .
ln.ght signa.ls and one Railroad Advance Warning sign and two boulevard‘ o
stop sigas at the highway.‘ | o

The record shows that the City of Indio proposes to

construct a right-angle crossing at Arabia Street -at: un:.form grade
over the’ four tracks, relocate present £ac3.lities, provide |
necessary protection devices includmg h:f.ghway turnouts and ,
relocate’ present highway barriers. Foux mov:'.ng lanes, two :m each
d:.rect:.on, twelve feet in w:.dth and two eight-foot crosswalks aze.
proposed for that port:.on of Arabia Street across the r:.ght of

way. North of the r:.ght of way the street would cons:.st of s:x.x
lanes. At present Arabia Street south . of the highway is only a
two-lane street. It was estimated that the costs of the 5
crossing and highway improvements would be between $102 000 and
$113,800 mnot :’.ncludmg cost of :merovement of- that port:.on of.
Arabia Street south of the highway.. At the ti'.ne of the hear:.ng the
 eity had not allocated funds for the proposed cross:.ng and’ related
improvenents. The parties are not in agreement as to apport:.onment

. of costs as the protestant is not w'lll:.ng to assume any of the costs.‘




The: c:Lty represents that it is w:’.lln.ng to- advance the money
‘necessary to enable the protestant to complete the work :m
_connection w:.th said grade crossing. | "

| The evidence shows that regular train movements through

Indio cousist of an average of approxima.tely ten - freight tra:.ns and

TWwS passenger trains in each df.rc:cion oe..‘day., ALl OL these trs:.ns | |

2xoss Iv'onroe Street, proposed Arabm S::reet and Jackson C‘treet. :
Thexe axe also some switching movements that cross Jackson Street
and would cross Ara.b:.a. Street, which ususlly do not occur at ‘
peak traffic bours. Applicant’s c:{.ty mensger test:.fied that a By
twenty-four hour check made m October of 1959 disclosed tha.t the B
total time the Jackson Street cross:mg was closed due to 27 t::ain.‘ |

movements was two hours and 3 minutes, or an average of

appro:d.m.a.tely 4-1/2 minutes per train ’rhe evidence s’hows that )
- three or four trains per day in each direction pass through |

Ind:.o dur:.ng the peak traffic peri.ods of 7: 30 a.m. to 9 a.m., o
12 noon to 2 p-m.; and 4330 Pel. To 6 p.m. |

A.ll ea.stbound freight tra:ms stop at and west of o
Jackson Street for a change of engine crews and then proceed to
the east yard for a change of tra:m cxews and to test brakes. |
At least seven of sald trains per day would block the proposed
Axabia Street cross:.ng while stopped at Jackson Street, and two
of said stops would occur during peak traffic periods. Westbound
trains stop or are assembled in the yard east of. Jackson and
'ra::ely block that crossz.ng. However any westbound tra:.n ma.y
be stopped by a so-ca.lled absolute" signal at Monroe Streer whmch
Slgnaa. is controlled by a d:.spatcher at Los Angeles. ‘ '.rh:.s stop




becomes necessary at times when a tram is moving ea.stwa::d a.long
the single track west of the Indio yard lmits. | At least half
of the trains stopping for th::.s sn.gnal would . block the proposed
A.rabia Strect crossing as t.here is space for not more than
67 rail ca:r:s, :anluding the eng:Lnes, between Monroe Street ane ‘
Axabia Street. Maximum speed of westbound t:rains at Arab:.a Streec‘ |
is 70 m.p.h. for passenger trains and 60 m.p.h for £re:.ght trains,
altho\..gb the actual 3peed at this po:'.nt is: much slower. 'I'he | -
maxmum speed for eastbound tra:.ns in the vzc:.nity of Arabia Street’
is 30 m.p.h. Due to time consnmed by the changing of eng:x_ne

exews while the eastbound fre:.gbt: tran.ns are s:opped at

Jackson Street the A:r:ab:.a Street cross:.ng would be blocked at lesst.

5 minutes longer than the Jac;cson Street: crossing, that is, the
time it takes the train to pass said crossings plus the added
period required by che crews. . When westbound trains a.re stopped
at the Monxoe Street "absolute" sn.gnal the delay is :.ndetermnable _
50 t.ha.t it would be :.mpract:.cable to cut the tra.:.n at: Arab:La Streec”
pend:.ng a chamge of s:.gna.l ‘
Thexe is no subst:anc:[al ev:l.dence of record which would
support a f.c.nd:.ng that the present crossmgs <o not. provide .x.or a
reasonaoly adeqnate movement of motor vehicles between the north
and south port::.ons ‘of the c:.ty, nor that. the establ:f.shment of an
add;.tn.onal crossing at Arabia Strect would be anyth:.ng more than an .
xmsat:.sa.actory paa:t:'.al solution of the crossing pro'blem which the
city is oeek:.ng to :.mprove. ' The delay and bloc"cn.n, of A.rab:.a '
Stxect by tra..ns in botb. directions would create a more serious R

l.'ro'blem than the present one at 3 ackson Street. Consxdem.ng the -
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limited number of train movements at pealc traff:[c per:.ods

the average time motorists are delayed and the attendant
hazards of an additional grade cross:.ng which is contiguous

: to a major highway it does not appear that appl:.eant s request o
is. Justified or- desn.rable.ll At present there :f.s |

no emergeney requ:.ring this eross:.ng. However, it :x.s ‘
apparent from the record: tha.t the future growth of the c:i.ty |
w:Lll requ:.re an :.mprovement over and above the present crossmg
fae:.l:.t:.es and that whieh would be fortheommg from the
crossing as herein proposed. | T .

Having considered. the record the Commiss:Lon :.s of
the opinion and f:.nds that the construct:Lon of a grade
erossn.ng at Arabia Street has not heen Just:.f:l’.ed and therefore
the application wﬂl be den:\.ed | L g
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A public beaxing hav:x.ng been held the Comm:.sszon

being fully ad.vised in the premises, having found facts and hav:.ng"
concluded as bereinabove set ...ort.h and good cause appearing

B _1_/ Since January 1955, there have been £ive train—vehicle
- accidents at J ackson Stxcet and: tha.ee at L/Ionroe Street
. w:...h no deaeh.s ox :.njur:.es. ) .




IT IS ORDERED that Appl:.cat:.on No. 6064& be and it
‘hereby is, dem.ed. o PR
o The effective date of th:.s order shall be cwenty days
’ after tbe date hereof. S . Sl
Dated at _ _ Sea Franciseo! , Califorﬁia,‘ ;hi’s“ (cﬂ 2 ’ﬁ’ o

day of _fvaf/-"/mf/@__ ya » 19607
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