. Decision WNo.

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES«COMMISSION’OF THE-SIAIE OF‘CALIFORNIA

Commission Investxgation into the
safety, maintenance, operations, .
-use and protection of DeBerry Street
crossing at grade over the tracks of’

The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe
Railway Company in San Bernardino
County, being_Crossxng,No. 23-5.6.,

Elinore Charles, for the Commission staff.

R. L. Brown; Frank B. Hungerford; Eugene T. Andere
S. B. Lash; William D. Kerrick; Georze F. Rubbs d
- Dorothy M. Larson, for Hubbs Bros-, protestants.-

Robert W. Walker and Matthew H. Witteman by Matthew H.
Witteman, for The Atchison, Topeka & Santa fe Rail-
way any; G. R. Mitchell, for Brotherhood of Loco-
motive Engineers; George P. Zimmerman, for the County
of San Bernardino; Chbarles A. lewis, for Order of
Railway Conductors and Brakemen, interested partxes.

0 P‘I N I 0 N :

Ihe above-entitled ‘matter is an 1nvestxgatxon ‘on the Com-"
mission's own motion into the safety, mazntenance, operatxon, use. -

and protection of the DeBerry Street: crossing, in San Bernardxno_

County, of the tracks of The Atcblson, Iopeka & Santa Fe Rallway DR
Company described as Crossing No. 2B-5.6.

A public hearing on the matter was held in San Berhardino,'

California, before Examiner Kent C Rogers on November 16 1960.

Owners of property along DeBerry Street and parties usrng the street

appeared as protestants. ‘ . .
The crosszng is in San Berna:d;no County between Colton

and Riverside approximately 2. S—mlles south of I Street in- Colton and f"




4.2 miles noxth of 7th Street in Riverside. DeBerry Street extendS'

for 1325 feet between La Cadena Drive and the frontage zoad along '
the west side of the Riverside Freeway'(U.S.-nghways NOS.'QI and
395 and State Route No. 13). DtBerry Strcet crosses the tracks of
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company (Santa Fe) at
grade at a point 285 feet east of la Cadena Drive. Access to the
Riverside Freeway from DeBerry Street is. availaole at Barton Road
1730 feet northeast of DeBerry Street and near La Cadena Drive-and”'
Iowa Avenue 0.7 mile south of DeBerry Street. .

Barton Road is a principal eastdwest road with a full
interchange at the Riverside Freeway and with grade separatlons
over the tracks of the Santa Fe and the parallel tracks of the
Southern Pacific Company Cnot xnvolved hereln) between La Cadena
Drive and the frountage road om the west srde of the freeway.\

At the DeBerry Street crossing of the Santa Fe- there are
two mainline tracks. Trains operatxng toward. Colton run’ on’ the east |
track and those operating toward Rrverside Tum on the west track
Freight and passenger trains of both the Santa Fe and the Uhron
Pacific Railroad Company are operated over the tracl

The street at the crossing is approxlmately 22 feet wzde [
and approaches to the crossing are from 16 feet to 18 feet wmde.-
The crossing is rough due to the rails om - the east tracn being
approxamately 1% inches below the level of the pavrng.

The maximum grade of approach for eastbound vehxcles 13‘

2% down to the tracks and for westbound vehrcles is GL down to tbef'*'
tracks. |




SW - C. 6526.

Sight distances at the crossing are as follows:

SIGHT OISTANCES
(measured from center of street)

Looking to the  Looking to the
NORTH of - SOUTH of .
DeBerry Street DeBerry Street.

Ftcm Points EAST of Track at -
Distances Indicated Below

100 ft. from nearest track
50 fe. Y _
25 ft. neooow "

From Points WEST of Track at
Distances Indicated Below

100 £t. from mearest track 165 ft. 65 fe. o
2 for " 2000 §§Z o 2?%3 §§l‘ o
Protection at the crossmg cons:.sts of two reflectonzed
Standard SNo. 1 signs, two advance warm.ng sa.gns, and a No. 3 w:.gwag |
in the northeast quadrant with a "2 tracks" sign. o
Vehicular checks by the San Bernardmo County 'Iraffzc Com--.
mittee showed 185 vehicles per day using the cross:’.ng :.n 1958, prn.or 3
to the closure of DeBerry Street by the Riverside Freeway, and only |
50 vehicles per day using the street in 1960 thereafter. :
A 12-hour traffic check oy the staff between the hom:s of |
7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P. M. on July 7-8 1960 showed a total of 49
vehicles using the . cross:.ng. | |
Train movements over the crossing on July 7 » 1960 were
as follows: . R
: Passenge:@erl‘zgi'rg%i;nis ~ total

Railroad

The Atchison, Topeka & - -
Santa Fe Ra:.lway Company

Union Pacific Railroad Company

. Total




The record shows that several times a-day-trains~ﬁcvelovcrtf |

the crossing, followed shortly‘thcreaftcr;or at aoout the same txme,f

by a train in the opposite dxrect;on ra;sxng the hazard‘of the type o

of accident in which a motorist wazts for a train in ome directxon
and proceeds forward to be struck by a traxn ftom the opposxtc
direction. R | 7‘( i
 The maximum allowable speed for trains at the crossxng LS
75 miles per hour for passenger. trazns and 60 milcs-per hour for
freight trains, but the record shows that such maxlmnm Speeds are
seldom attained. '

The only recorded accidents at the crossxng were one on
February 24, 1931, wben one persou was killed and no~person was
injured, and one on July 13 1957, when thcre ‘were no. injuries and
no deaths.

AL present, between Colton and.Rivcrside there are'19
crossings of the Santa Fe, of which six are at separated. grades,
ten are, or have beem ordered to be, protected by manual or. auto- 3
matic crossing gates, ome is protected by Not 8 flashxng lxghts and :
two, including the DeBerry Street crosslng, are protccted by No. 3
wigwags. | R

In the opinion of the staff, satisfactory protectxcn at
the crossing would be afforded by automatic crossxng gates at an:.

‘estimated cost of $23,300.

The staff report recommeuded that the crossxng be closed
because of the motorists' restricted vms;bxlxty of hlgh spced traxns‘
in all four quadrants, the 6% grade of approach from the’ east and
the two-track operattou wlth.multlple-tramn accxdcnt hazard It
also stated that the xnstallatxon of automatic. crossrng gates was

not warranted by the number of vchxclcs usxng the crossing.~

e :




A locomotive engzneer operating traxns for the Santa Fe
over the lime involved testified that vzslbllmty'at the crosszng is-
very limited and that Inasmuch as the erossxng is in a cut, any
wreck would result im a concentration of damages and that the cross-
ing is extremely hazardous‘to train crews and to the publlc, He sazd '
that while tne accident record does not appeer bad,thete_hnuebeen'ﬁ
very many near-misses at the crossing. o . a
The Assistant Road Comm;sszoner of Saz Bernardxno County

testified that the cost of the crosslng gates, as recommended by |
the staff, would be in addition to $10,000 to $20,000 of ocher
expenses, including such Ltems as reduc1ng the grade of approacn and
widening the road, and the secu:tng of the right-ofdway necessary |
therefor. | | |

' Owners of proPerty along DeBerry Street and businessmen
using DeBerry Street for varxous purposes protested the closxng ot
the street. These parties were of the opznion that closrng ef
DeBerry Street at the Santa Fe rxght-of-way-wnuld reduce the value of
their properties and cause them to travel unnecessarily long_disv
tances. In addition,. one of the ownerS-resxdxng on the east end of
DeBerry Street felt that his property*would be valueless. Hubb Bros.,_
partners, having a place of busipess on DeBerry Street east of the | |
Santa Fe rigbt-of-way, complained that they could: not get their heavy
equipment in and out of their place of business 1nasmuch as the ‘
access bridges on alternate routes, in thexr opxnxon, would not carry
the weight of their equzpment. However, representatxves fbr both _
the State Highway Engineer and the County nghway Eng;neer testxfxedf‘
that bridges over the'freeway and' br;dges oo the county road 1n the e
vicinity would«carry the equ;pment. The only‘prov1so was that in
either event these people would Ee requxred to secuze_a specmal‘peré”
mit before using eithexr of these streets or thefbtiegesfinutne{'

vieinity.




c.esza-s’ S .

Upon the evidence of record hefein;‘che Ccﬁmlssioﬂ is of
the opinion and finds that publac safety requxres that Crossxng
. 28-5.6 be closed to all vehicular traffic.

An znvest;gatxon oo the Ccmm*ssxon s own motxon havmng
been lnst;tuted a public hearxng havxng been held chercon, the -
- Commission being fully advised and basing its declsion upon the
evidence of record, : | |

IT 1S ORDERED: _

1. That within sxxty days from the effectxve date of this
order the grade crossxng of The Atchison, TOpeka & Sanca Fe Ramlway
tracks at DeBerry Street, Crossxng,No. 2B-5. 6 in the County of
San Bernardxno, shall be closed by The- Axchxson, preka x Santa Fe
Railway Company to all vehlcular traff;c by‘ccnstructrng fences or
other proper barrxers and that the street surface shall be removed' .
from the right-of-way at the sole cost of said companyc,

2. Withxn thlrty days of such closuxe The Atchlson, preka &
Santa Fe Raxxway Company shall notify the Comm;ss;on in wrztxng

thereof.

The effective date of :his order shall be cwenty days atter
the date hereof.. ' ‘

Dated at mmm N Canfomia,' ms_,l 2 C{Z, E
day of DECEMBER. . 1940, ' . AR




