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Decision No. _--:;.;6_:t;;;,.;35~3 __ 

BEFORE ,tHE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION ,OF 'XBE'STA1'E OF 'CALIFORNIA' 
... 

LEO CLIFFORD JOHNSON, dba. LEO'S CI.EANERs., ~ 

Comp1aina1?t" ) 

vs. 

'IHE PACIFIC 'IELEPBONE AND 'I'ELEGltAPH 
COMPANY, a corporation, 

I 
~ 
~ 

case' No.' 700S 

Defendant. 

---------------------------------) 
Leo Clifford Johnson, in propria persona. 
LaWler, FeliX & Hall, by A. J. Krappman, Jr.,,. 

for the defendant. . 
Roger Arnebergh, City Attorney, by Bernard 

Patrus:Pei Dep, utyCity Attorney, for the 
LOs Ang es Police Department, intervener. 

OP, I N 1'0 N:' - .... ---~-,-

By the complaint herein, filed" on October' ZS, 1960, 

Leo Clifford Johnson,. doing business as'Leo,"s Cleaners., requests " 

restoration of, 'telepbone service at his, place of, business , . 

1200 West 54th Street, 'Los, Angeles, California., 

On November 10, 19.60 ~ !he Pacific. Telephone.and Telegraph. 

Company" a corporation, filed an answer' the' principal allegati.on of' 

which was', that the telepbone company pursuant to" DeciSion,No.4l41S,., 
. . ~ . 

dated' April 6, 1948:, iu Case No. 4930 (47 Cal. P ~U .c. 853) ~ ~n or 

about October 11" 1960,' bad' reasonable cause to believe' that the: 

telephone service furnished' to' complainant under n\lmber' 
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PLeasant 2-0459 at 1200 West 54th Street~ Los. Angeles, :Cal.ifornia,. 

was being or was to be used as an instrumentality directly 'or 
. , ' . 

indirectly to violate or to aid and abet the violation of,·the ' law, 

and that having such reaso~ble cause the de£endan~ w8STequired ' 

to disconnect the service pursuanc"to ~th:[s." CoDlDl1sS.!on:' s' , 

Decision No. 4l41S~ supra .. , 
., . ," . 

A public bearing on the"complaint was,beld'before' 

Examiner Kent C. Rogers. in. Los Angeles on Deeember 12 ~" 1960. . ' , 

the 'compla;nant testified' that. on or about September28~ 

1960, be was in his. c1ean1ug.;shop at '1290 West 54th, Street;. 

Los Angeles. with, his assis.tant,' Willie Harris; that the 

police entered and" arrested him. and his ,assistant for, 'bookmaking; 

that be w~ subse~ently convicted' of .possessi~n of a·, ~tt:tng 

marker; that his assistant was convicted of bookmaking;> 
" . . ,," " . 

that he at no time, peX'mittedanyone to use his. telephone" 

for. bookmald.ng purposes;: and,that be, ~eeds: the'telephone' ~ " 

his business.' 

A Deputy City Attorney of the City of Los Angeles was 

present ac the hearing but presented no evidence. 
' •. " ,-! 

Exhibit No. 1 is.a letter dated' October 7,. "1960,, from 

the acting Chief of Police of the City of Los Angeles to the 

defendant advising the defendant that the telephone under number 

PL 2-0459 at'12oo West 54th Street, Los- Angeles, California,. 

was being used' for forwarding and~ receiving. bets' in.' violation 

of, the, law, and, that' ,the telephone· had .~en removed. 
",- _. 
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A representative of the telephone company testified that thi$ 

letter was received "On November 11~ 1960, that.3. ccntraloffice 

'disconnection was effected on November 19,1960, and,that'the 

service bas not been 'reconnected' .. , It vas the posi.tion· of the 

telephone company that it had actedwith'Teasonable'·cause ' ' 
,Cl. •• 

as that term is used 'in Decision No.4141S,supra~in:d1sconnectiug 

the telephone service inasmuch ,as it had'received, tbC::'letter 

designated'~ as. Exhibit ~o. 1. 

After full consideration of:th:ts record we'now f~d 
that the telephone company f s action was based -upon reasonable 

cause as that term is used in .. Decision No. 4l415'~' supra~ 
" . 

We further find: that the' evidence fails to show,thattbe' complainant's' 

telephone was used f~r illegal purposes, and that heis-~ therefore~, 

entitled to -restoration of telephone 'service~-

The 'complaint of Leo Clifford Johnson against, 

The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company, a corporation~ 

having been filed, a public hearing having been held: thereon, ' 

the Commission' be~ng fully advised' in ,the. premises' and 

basing its decision upon the evidence- 'of' record,., 
, , 

IT IS ORDERED that complainantTs' request for telephone 

service be granted, and that upon the' filing. by complainant of 

an application for telepbone service ~ The Pacific Telephone and 
, , . 

, " , ..' 

Telegraph Company shall restore telephone serv:leetc>· theeompl.a.iuant f s. 
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place ot business at 1200 West 54th Street~ Los Angeles~ California" 

such installation to be sub-ject toal1' duly author:f:zed rules, 

and: r~atio'QS: of the ,telephone' company .ancf .to, ,the existing 

applicable law. 

the. effective date .of this order ',aball' be' tWe~ty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Franc1SCQ. • ,California. this. __ ~"'-' 

day. of ____ :J.;.;A_NU __ A,;,;.;·~ ..... 'f ___ • 1961 .. ' 

'" . 

- . 

.... 10<· -.' 

, commIssioners' . 


