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C1~QC.· 
Decision No.· ____ '_ ........ _"'"'"_v_·-_. 

BEFORE' 'IHE PUBLIC UTILItIES COMMISSION .OF '!BE STATE' OF CAUFORNIA 

Application of JOSEPH A.LIBERMAN.and ) 
LYDIA J. LIBERMAN~his wife~ and ) 
DAVID A. OPPENBEnt and KATHERINE· R. ) 
OPPENBEIM~ bis wife, (MAJOR VISTA ) 
WATER. COMPANY, YOLO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, ) 
to' sell and·transfer to:· . HAROLD M. and )., 
KATHRYN HARWELL and REUBEN R. & KAY E. ) 
JANZ. said public utility water system.) ) ; 

) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Application No. 42864 

By this application filed' November 16, .• 1960, Joseph ~ 

Libe11Dan1 and. Lydia J. Liberman, 1 his.· w1f~)o .' and David:, A.;..' Oppe1lheim1 . 
. 1 .. .' " '" ' 

and Katherine B. Oppenheim, h1swife~ seek. authority to sell' and: 
. ", - , ,'"" ". 

transfer their public utility water system, lc:aown as, Major Vista-
" , 

WaterOtility (sometimes also re~rred to in: tb.1s. proceeding as Maj or.., 
Vista Wat:erCompany), to Harold 11. ~el12, and'J{athryn'.RarWe11,.2' 

. . "',' , 

his wife ~ and" Reuben (somet1mesalsc> referred' to' in . this proceeding 
. ' . 2···· .' "'" . . , ..... 

. as Ruben) R. JarJZ2 and Kay E.Janz, his wife~' who: j.o~:intb.e 
" ,."" "." , 

application. 
./', 

In connection with the subject application, afieldinvesti-
. " ,'1,', . 

gation was made by the Commission's staff .on December S,1960~. The 
... 

results of that investigation. are set forth in a memorandum;' 'ineor~ 
.j , ,. " , 

porated in' the record· 'of this. proceeding.' 
,,><- • 

the water system serves approximately 65,' customers' ip. an 
. . \' ..' ", ' " 

'.lJlincorporated area known as Major Vis~ Subdivision, located,'west of 
" .. 

, 'Iit¥' 

1:he City of'Winters, Yolf> County. The city boundaries are,acj.ace'.C.t, 
,,,,,"',',:,/l.., ';' .. " 

to the limits of this subdivision, and some facilitiesof~~i~water 

1 Sometimes herein called vendors. 
2 Sometimes herein called purchasers. 
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utility are located now within the corporate limits ot the City of' 

Winters. Based01l the utility's annual repores to the CommiSs!on for 

the years ended' December 31, 1958 snd December 31, 1959, the total 

utility plant at the latter date i.s shown as $26,150.79: and' the 

depreciation -reserve would have been $5,152.23- as of the same date 

had it been computed through 1959; . t:hus, indicating ,a, net utility plant 

of $20,998.56 as of December 31, 1959' .. 

Commission records indicate that the subjeetsystem was 
, ~ 

established pursuanttoa certificate of public' convenience and 

necessity granted to Roy G. Orr and Mabel Orr by Decis:[on No,. 50119, 

dated June 7, 1954, in Application No. 35342~ Subsequently,under 

authori.ty granted by Decision No. 54484, dated, February. 5:, 1957, . in 

Applic:ationN~. 38531, the system was, sold 1:0 Ru~' R~' J~, Kay E. 
-

Janz, his wife'»- and the vendors herein. Pursuant tQ.asub~nt 

transfer authorized by the Commission, the' vendors, herein, .acqu:lred 

the system under authority granted by Decision No,. 58829:, dated 

July 28", 1959, in 'Application No. 41130 ~ 

'!'he tems' and conditions of the proposed conveyance of the 
. , 

water system from vendors, to .purchasers are' set forth in. an .. instrument 
. -" 

entitled "Agreement· of Sale",. a copy of which is attached> to 1:he 

appliea·tion as Exhibit A. The properties proposed' to be • transferred, ' 

include source of supply plant, wells,. pumping. ~qu1pment, mains, and' 

other water system facilities. The water system is proposed to-' be . 

trans£erred in cOtljunetion with other properties wb.:i.ch 'involve an 
", u' '. • r 

agreement of excba:ngeand a deed of. trust. The consideration:£or the· 
, ..' ." '. 

purchase of the utility properties is .to be, $2J.,.4J8;.5S~ . 

!be rcasO'llS give: for. tha proposed transfer' are that .. 

vendors, b.avin&. co:tveyed all of their interest in the realp:roperty 

known as Major Vista'Subd1vision,.desir~ to retire :frOm~th~~ership 
I< • , ' 

, -.. 
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of the utility and that purchasers, having acquired the Major Vista 

Subdivision properties, state. that they propose to carry. on the 

operation of the utility and continue the' development. of the 

unimproved property in tbereferencesubdivision •. It bas been con- '. 

eluded' from an investigation by tbe Commission's staff that·· 

purchasers are capable of acq¢.ring·· the water system and, continuing 

its operation as a. public, utUi.ty. 

The action taken herein' shall not be construed' to be a 

finding of the value of tbe properties herein authorized. to be . 

transferred. ' 

The Commission having considered .the . above-entitled 

application is of' the opinion and so finds that the proposed· trans,fer 

will not be adverse to' the public interest, that a public hearing is 

not necessary, and that the application should be granted; .•.. therefore,. 

IT IS' HEREBY ORDERED' that: 

1. 30seph A. Liberman and Lydia 3. Liberman; his wife, and 

David A. Op~im. and,Ka.therine B .. Oppenheim,'bis wife, ~Y'" on· or 

after' the effective· date hereof, and on,or before JtrD.e 30, '1961 sell· 

and transfer tbe herein deseribed public utility : water , system,. 

known as Major Vista' Water Utility". to Barold '~' ~ell and" ' 
. ..' , 

lCathryn··aarwell, his wife, 'and Reuben R. -lsnz . and Kay E •. "Janz.~ his, ,. 
wife, in accordance witb,the terms and conditions. set:. forth in the 

instrum.ent entitled (1Agreement· of " sale, n a. copy of. which is .". attached 

to the application' es. Exhibi~ A. : 
, .. 

2. The . rates of Joseph A. Liberman and Lydia' 3 •. ' Liberman~and 

David A- Oppenheim and Kathertne ~.. Oppex:.heim~ doing business ns 
. . " '. . ". 

Major Vista Water Utility, now on fi.le"m'!:h this. Commission, shall: 

be refiled within thirty· eaysa£t:er the date of aetual.~ transfer· under . 

ta.e names of: Harold Me Harwell and Kathryn Hazwell~ and'. Reuben R. 

Janz 'and Kay E~ .r~, in accordance with the procedure prescribed in . . ...... 

-~ .... ' 
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'. General order No. 96, or in li~ of such refiling Harold M. Harwell 

and !<atbryn Haxwell, and Reuben R.' Janzand :<ay E. Janz may file a 

notice of adoption of said presently filed rates.· No increases :in 
"., " 

'''' ,I ,i 

the presently fil~'rates shall·bemadeunless aathorized·by t?iS· 

Commission. 

3. Harold M. Sarwelland Kathryn aarwell'·':,and Reuben 2... Jam: 

and :<ay E • .]anz shall, within thirty· days after the date of.actua1 

transfer,. file in quadruplicate with the Co1IlIll:i.ssion,. inconformity" 

with the provisions of General Order N?_ 96,. and' acceptable to the 
'" - ~, 

Commission, a revised tariff service area· map",' -rules. governing. 

customer relations reyised to reflect, present-day operating. practices, 
. , 

and sample copies of printed· forms 'that are normally used, iucon-
. '. 

junction with customers' services.' Such %Ul.es, "tariff: service, area ' 
, " 

tDap') . and forms shall become effective upon five days' notice to' the 
d ., ~_ , • 

Commission and to the public after filing as hereinabove provided. 

4. On or before the date of actu8ltransfer~ ,.JosephA. 

Liberman and Lydia .J. Liberman,.' and .David· A.' Qp~~ and;: ' , 

Katherine R. Oppenheim shall. refund all customers' deposits and all ' 

. advances for construction, if a:ny~ which are' subject to refund as of 

tbe date of transfer. Any such -unrefunded deposits- and advances 

shall be transferred:.and become" the obligation for' refund of 

&axold M.' Harwell and KatbrYD::'Rarwell~ andR..au~ 14 .Janz.:and Kay E • 

.Janz. 

5. If the authority herein granted is exercised;t .Joseph A. 

Liberman and Lydia .J. llberman;t- and David A. Oppenheim,.and 
. . . ' ' 

:<atberine B.. Oppenheim' shall). within thirty· days thereafter) notify 

this Commission in writing of the c:lateof s~ch completion of the 

conditions hereof. 
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6.. On or before the date of actual transfer of the phys:teal 

properties herein authorized, Joseph A. ,Liberman and' Lydia, J. 
, 

Liberman, 4Dd David' A. Oppenheim and' !Cathe...-ine B. Oppenheim shall 

transfer and deliver to Harold M. Be:rwell, and Kathryn, Harwell; and 

Reuben R. JatlZ and'Kay E. Janz., and the latter sballreceive and' 

preserve all records it memoranda~ and papers pertaining to the con

struction ,and operation of the properties.: herein authorizedto-'be 

transferred .. 

7 • Upon due compliance with .ail the conditions. of this order ... ' 

Joseph A. Liberman end, Lydia J. Liberman, and David A. Oppenheim and 

I<atherine B. Op~.im. shall· stand relieved of all 'fUrther ::public 
~ .'... . . ..:i /', 

uti1ityobl:Lgations and liab11:C.t:C.es in connection with 'the operation' 
. "" " " 

of the publi.c' utility water system herein authorized to' be traxlS-; , 
, , 

ferred. 

The effective date.of this '~rder shall "be' twenty,'days:: ", 

after the date hereof .. ;.'", . 

of 

Dated at ____ San-_~_i'r._a:n._01!_13Qt) ___ , California~ this$~Y, 

JANUARY , 1961. 

.. ',- ... ',' -

Commissioners 

" ,'" 


