
Decision No. ___ 6_:1._7_30 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF· tHE STATE, OF CALIFORNIA 
, . 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
MERCHANTS EXPRESS OF CALIFORNIA.~ a. ) 
eorporaeioD.7 for a eertificate of ) 
public convenience and necessity to ) 
e~end highway e~on carrier serv- ) 
ice~ to wit 7 to r~ove a restr!c- ) 

Application No. 4294> 

tion from· its exis1:1ug highway ) 
coa:mon carrier authority. ) 

) 

Berol and Geernaert by Bruce R. Geernaert 7 

for epl'licant. 

Merchants Express of California 7 presently· rendering service 

-'1:; a highway common carrier, ::eques~s that the certificate. granted to 

it by Decision No. 59533 be amended by removal of the restriction 

quoted below 7 which preve:lts the applicant from picking up freight. in 

the restrieted area: 

l'Me.rchan~s Express of California shall transport no, 
freight originating in MendOCino, Sonoma- or. Lake 
Counties unless 3uthorized by rights granted by Jl 
decision other than eha-: noted in the marginoil 

" 

The applicant presently holds auehority under a g:oup of 

certificates (Exhibit No. 1 in evidence) which .;:tTJ.Qorize the hauling 

of general commodities and various special commodities over most of 

the routes in California. It also operates as a radial highway common 

Cca:ric!:' ~ a highway contract carrier and a city c.s.rricr. 

Copies of ehe application were served on all carriers . 

compe~iu.g with the applicant for ~e business :i1.at; would 'be' author1.::ed 

by:' the removal of the restriction. 
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A public bearing was held in Ukiah on Febr.JaXy 9> 1961 > 
" 

before Examiner Edward G. Fraser. , No one appeared'at the hearing in 

protest to the authority requested. 

!be vice president of applicant teseif1ed the rescriction 

'they hope to have :removed has caused widespread confusion among their' 

sbippers. !bey are ~utborized to serve varied points ~dcertain 

rOt.l.=es in Lake> Mendocino ~ and Sonoma COUllt:ies) under the operating 

au~otities granted by Decisions Nos'. 4l240~ 5174$ and .59884 (Exhibit 

~o. 1 in evidence). The restriction to be removed does not affect" 

the operating rig.b.ts gr3nted by other decisions, which places the 

applicant in the anomalous position of being a.ble to deliver to anyone 

in the three counties, but with authorization to pick up only in' the 

towns and along the routes specified in the three decisions, previously 

identified. 

'!'be w1.1:1less mentioned that shippers Cc::J. deliver 'to the 

applicant, only at certain 'towns as mentioned above. this has promp,tcd 

the shippers to request applican~ to petit:ion to have the restriction 

removed. '!he applicant also maintains a daily service on U., S .. 

E1gb: .. ,,8Y 101 north to Eureka. If the restriction is removed:. the 

3pplicant will institute slalle-day service from Ukiah to· Eureka. This 

service is now overnight ~ since the goods are usually sh1?ped t.o 

San Franc~t.sco the first day and from the Bay Area to Eureka ou the 

seeond day. 

'The applicant o~eratcs in California. with 185 ttucks~236 

t:'llCtors, 567 tra1lers and 118 converter dollies. Theapplie.:nt is 

now operating 14 terminals and wUl construct a new one in Ukiah if 

this application is gr~ted. 

Four shipper witnesses testified they use the a.pplicant" s 
.. 

se:vice fo= t:heirincoming,·deliveries. They prefer :l:ts 'broad cover-

age 3nd hope ~ be able eo ~.e Merchants Express for their outgoing 

slUptnents. These witnesses were from Ukiah, Cloverdale.· and W:tllit::. 
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'!bey testified 'they frequently ship'to Eureka and the' :;ervice p:esently 
I' 

avail\lble ear.ries the goods to SanF:ranciseo for overnight: layover 

anci delivery to Eureka the next day.;. They favor the removal oftb.e· 

restriction because tile applicant ;il?- then be able eo- provide same

day sexvice from Ukiah to Eureka. 
, • 1 

It appearing that the removal of the restriction will, 
.. . , 

improve 1:he service presently avai.!~,able from the Uk1aharea to EUreka 

by euabl1ng the applican~ to provide same-day service, the Commission' 

aereby finds and concludes that public convenience and necessity 

require that the application be gr,s,:l.t:ed to the extent provided by ehe 

follO"'.dng order. The appli.cant's e,qu1pment, financial condition' and 
. 

experience are adequate for 1:he' present operation.' . 
The certificate granee<! to Ole applicant: by Decision No. 

59533 will be amended by deleting therefrom thereseriction quoted' 
. '",'. " . 

berein. In order to prevent confusion, the certificate will be 

restated, less the restriction. ' 

An applieatio':l having been filed, a public hearing having, 

'been held and based on the evi<!en.ce therein adduced, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. That a certificate of public convenience and necessity be 

and it is granted to Merchants Express of california, a corporation, 

authorizing. it to operllte as Jl highway common carrier, as. defined in 

Saction 213 of t:he Public Utilities Code, between the point.s ~d· ove: 

:he rOU1:es as more partiCularly set forth in Appendix Aat:t.ached, 

hereto and made a part hereof. 

2. That ~ cer1:i£1cate of pablic convenience and necessity 

sra:l~ed in paragraph 1 of this order sUl?Crsedes the certificate of' 

public eonveu1ence and necessity granted by Decision No,. 59·38'8' dated 
, ' , 

December l5, 1959, as amended by Decision No. 59533 dated .ranuarY 15,;. 

1960, in Applic.c1tion No. 41179, which certificate is hereby canceled ." 
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and revoked, said revocation to become effective concurrently with the 

effeeti.ve date of the tariff filings required by paragraph 3(b) hereof. 

3. Ihat~ in providing service pursuant ~ the certificate 

herein granted, applicant shall comply with and observe ehe follow1ng 

service regulations: 

(a) 

(0) 

Within thirey days after the effective date hereof,. 
applicant shall file a ·written acceptance of the .. 
certificate herein gr81tlted. By accepting the 
certificate of public convenience and necessity 
herein granted, applicant is placed on notice 
that it will be required, among ocher things, 
to file annual reports of its operations and 
to comply with and observe the safety rules and 
other regulations of the Commission's General 
Order No. 99 and insurance requirements of the 
Commission's General Order N~. lOO-A. Failure 
to file such repores, in such form and at such 
ttme as the Commission may direct, or to comply 
with and observe the prOvisions of General Orders 
Nos. 99 and lOO-A, may result 1n a cancellation 
of the operating authority granted by this decision. 

Within one hundred twenty days after the effective 
date hereof, and on not less than ten days' notice 
to the Cormn1ssion and the pul>lic, applicant: shall 
establish me service herein authorized and file 
in triplicate, and concurrently make effective, 
tariffs satisfactory to the Commission. 

4.. l'hat, within six months after the effective date of this 

order ~ Merchants Express of California shall file an application with 

this Commission requesting a restatement of all of: its operating· 

rights. 

!he effective date of this order shall be twenty days after 

the da1:e hereof .. 

Dated at ___ S3D. __ Fran_el!co ____ , California, this _J..-...8_.· 7{,_._ 

day of ___ ---.MA_R .... C_fi ____ , 1961. 



AppendiX A MERCB:A.NTS EXPRESS OF CALIFORNIA. 
(a corporation) 

Original Page 1 

Merchants Express of Cal1f~rnia, a corporation,by the cer

tificate of public convenience and necessity granted in th~decis1on 

!loted in the ::na:-gin, is authorized to transport property as fo11ows;: 

~neral cO:m:lodit1es, except uncrated household 
goods, petroleum and petroleum products in bulk, 
livestock, and articles of extraordinary value, 
'between all points and places on t..~e following 
routes an.d points and places within 20 miles . 
laterally thereof: 

1.. All pOints and places in its Los Angeles Basin 
Terr1tory, as defined in A~pendix'C to Decision 
No. 58991. -

2. Between IaytonVille and SanYs1dro, on U.S.' 
Higl:rw'ays 101 and lOlA .. 

3.. :Between Oakland and Auburn on U.. S.. Highway 40., 

4. Between Oakland and Placerville on U. S. Highway 50 .. 

5. Between Oakla..o.d and Sacr&mento on California 
Highway 24. 

6. :Betwe.en Pinole and Altaville on California Highway 4. 

7. Between Napa and Lodi on California Highway 12·. ' 

8. Highways connecting Oakland, Stockton and Sacramento 
Via U. S. Highways 40, ;0 and 99. . 

9. California HighWa.y 140 between' Gustine and Merced,. 

10. California Bighway 49 betweenr~r1posa and Nevada 
City. ' 

ll. California Highway 120 between junction U. S .. High
way 50 and Yosemite Na t10nal Park. 

12. California Hig~a.y 108 between Sonora and Str~wberrY'. 

Issuet! by the California Public Utilities CommiSSion. 

D~cision No .. _. _..:..t::. ..... .:;.1....;.''; ... t:'.J-"-)' _" Appl1cation No. 42945. 



Appendix A MERCH~~TS EAPRESS OF CALIFOR!{IA Original Page 2 
(a corporation) 

13. Cali.fornia Highway 20 between Ukiah and Nevada City. 

l~. california P'.1gb.way ~; between Woodland a:J.d junction 
California Highway 32. 

15. U. S. Sighway 40 Alternat'e between vJoodl$Ild and pUlga. 

16. AJ.J. eo:oneet1:O.g highways- between U. S. 99E and U. S .. 99W, 
serving Parad1se as an off-route pOint. 

17. U. S. Highway 99 between Redding and California-Oregon 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

Border. . 

U. S. 'Highway 39; between Riverside' and San Diego.. 

Lateral h1ghway~, Califor:aia 198, 41,166, 126, 118', 
U. S. Highways '+06, 399, between U. S. Highways ' 
101 and 99. 

Califoraia Highway 33 between junction U. S. Highway 'a 
and Y.aricopa. 

California Highway 29 between calistoga and, ju.."lction 
Call1'' ornia Highway 20 .. 

22. California Highway" 53 between junction California Highway 
29 and jU!lct1on california Highway 20. 

23. California Highway 128 betwee;n Calistoga anti Geyserville.' 

2l.j.. Call1'ornia Higil"way 16 between Woodland and junct:t'on 
Cal1!ornia Highway 20 .. 

The above-described rights shall be sn~ject to the 

:est:iction that Merchants- Express of California shall, transport 

no freight from, to, or between pOints loc~ted over and along State 

BiZhway ll+O or within five miles laterally thereof between Yosetlite 

3lld a point Olle mile east or Mereed. 

Issued by California Publ1c Utilities Commission. 
6_'~ 7~~O 4 4r:: Decision i';o. ____ ..... _'_, A:ppl!eat1on i'Jo. 29.1. 


