BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Decision‘ No. 61730

In the Matter of the Application of )
MERCEANTS EXPRESS OF CALIFORNIA, a )
corporation, for a certificate of )
public convenience and necessity to g
extend highway common carrier serv~

ice, to wit, to xremove a restric- )
tion from its existing highway )
common carriexr authority. g

Application No. 42945

Berol and Geernaert by Bruce R. Geernacrt
for epplicant.

Merchants Express of California, presently rendering sgrvice
as a highway common carrier, requests that the certificate;granted to
it by Decision No. 59533 be amended by(removai‘of thefrestriction ﬂf |
qﬁoted below, which preveats the applicant from picking uprfréighxfih
the restricted area: | o

“Mexchants Express of Califormia shall tramsport no

freight originating in Mendocino, Sonoma  or Lake
Counties unless authorized by rights granted by a
decision other than that noted in the margin,”

‘The applicant presently holds authority under a g*oup of
certificates (Exhibit No. 1 in evxdenceo which authorize the hauling
of general commodities and various special comodities over most o£
the routes in California. It also operates as a radial highway common
caxxier, a highway contract carxier and\a city carrief;' _ |

| Copies of the application'werevserved on all'carfiets | |
competing with the applicant £or the business would be authorﬂupd §

by the removal of the restriction. o ,!'! : ,“ ~*-JT£,"' .
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A public hearing was held in Ukish on February 9, 1961,

before Exsminer Edward G. Fraser. No one appesred at the hearing in
protest to the authority requested. ; o .
The vice president of applicant tes::..fied the restriction
they hope to have remcved has caused widespread confusn.on among the:.r
qh_ppers. They are authorized to sexve: var:.ed po:.ncs &nd certam
routes in Lake, Mendocino, and Sonona Coun..ies, under the operat:.ng
_authorities granted by Decisions Nos. 41240, 51745 and 59884 (Exhibit
No. 1 in evidence). The restriction to be removed does not affect:
the operating rights graated by other dec:i.siqﬁs, which i)liaﬁes the
applicant in the anomalous position of being able to deliver to anyone o
in the three counties, out with authorization to pick up éniy im- tbe ’
towns and along the routes spécii:’.ed in the three decisions ‘p:‘:e\.’rid\iély B
identified. e
The witness mentioned that sh:{.ppers can del:i;\fe:é to the |
applicant only at certain towns as mentioned above., 'I'h:‘.s has 'prompccd‘.
the shippers to request applican“ to petit ion to have the restnct:;.on
removed. The applicant a...sq waintains a daily service on U. S
Aighway 101 north to Eurekal If the restriction is removed :he
applicant will institute same-day service from Uld.ah to Eureka 'rha.s .
sexvice is now overnmight, since the goods are usually shipped z;o' .
San I-‘rancisco the first day and from the Bay Area to Eureka on the |
se»ond day. | . . |
'The zpplicant oneratcs in Califomia with 185 trucks, 236
tractors. ,» 967 trallers and 118 couverter dollies. The appl:.cmt is
now operating 14 terminals and will constructi a néw' one in Uﬁiah. if |
this gpplication is g:ranted. H ‘ | | |
Four shipper w:.tnesses testi‘*‘:.ed "hey use the aoplicant s
sexvice for their :.ncom:.ng del:werzes. They pxefer its oroad cover-
age and hope to be able to use Merchants Express for their outgoms |

saiprents. These witnesses wexre from Ukiah, Cloverdale ._nd W:'.ll:.w.""” o
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They testified they frequently ship to Eureka and the ,erv1ce p’efently
available carrmes the goods to San Franc sco for. overnngnt layover
: and delivery to Eureka the next day. They favor the removal of the -
restriction because the applicant will then be able to provmde same-
ﬂ  day service from Ukish to Eureka. _‘ | |
It appearing that the removal of the restrict:.on'w:.l1
improve the service preseantly. nvai]able from the Ukiah area to Eurekad ‘
by ezmabling the applicant to provxde same-day servtce,the Commission
cereby finds and concludes that public convenience and necessity |
require that the application be granted to the extent provided. by theu-‘
| following order. The applicant's equipment, financ al condxtlon and
experience are adequate for the preeent operation.
The certificate granted'tn‘the applicant by~Decieicn;No;d
59533 will be amended by deleting therefrom the restriction qnoted
nereir. In oxder to prevent confusion, the certiflcate'will bc

restated, less the restriction.‘

An‘application having been filed, a pnblic-hearing having
‘been held and based on the evidence therein adduced,
IT IS ORDERED: | |

1. That a certificate of public convenience and neccssity:be‘
and it is gtanted to Merchants Express of Califotnie, a corpcration,
authorizing it to operate as a highway common catrier, as defined in
Section 213 of the Public Utilities Code, between the points and over
the routes as more particularly‘set forth in Appendix-A[attachedf
bexeto and made & part hexeof. | -

2. That the certificate of public convenience and necessity
granted in paragraph 1 of thié-order suncrsedes-the ccrtificate of
public convenience and necessity grented’by Decision No. 59388 dated
Deceunber 15, 1959, as amended by Decision No. 59533 dated January 15,
1960, in Application No. 41179, which certifmcate is hereby canceled‘”"
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and revoked, said revocation to become effective concuxrently with the
effective date of the tariff £ilings required by paragraph 3(b) hexeof.
3. That, in providing service pursuant to the cexrtificate

berein granted, applicant shall comply with and observe‘the‘followihg
sexvice regulations: |

(a) Within thircy days after the effective date hereof,
applicant shall file a written acceptance of the -
certificate berein granted. By accepting the
certificate of public convenience and necessity
berein granted, applicant is placed on notice
that it will be required, asmong other things,
to file armnual reports of its operations and
to comply with and observe the safety rules and
other regulations of the Commission's General
Order No. 99 and insurance requirements of the
Commission's General Order No, 100-A. Failure
to file such reports, in such form and at such
time as the Commission may direct, oxr to comply
with and observe the provisions of Gemersl Orders
Nos. 99 and 100-4, may result in a cancellation
of the operating authority granted by this decisiom.

Witkin one hundred twenty days after the effective
date hereof, and on not less than ten days' notice
to the Commission and the publie, applicant shall
establish the service herein authorized and file
in triplicate, and concurrently make cffective,
tariffs satisfactory to the Commission.

4. That, within six months after the effective date of this
oxder, Merchants Express of Californiz shall file an application with

this Commission requesting a restatement of all of its operating
rights. | | |

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days af;er '
the date bereof. . L |

Dated at San Francisco , California, this '5237& |
day of MARCH , 1961. | | |




Appendix A mm&msmmmswcmmmMA?_ Original Page 1
(a corporation) |

Merchants Express of California, a corporation,by‘the cer=- -
tificate of public convenience and necessity granted in the cecision
zoted in the margin, 1s authorized to transport'prcperty'as fellcwsé

General commodities, except wnerated household

goods, petroleum and petroleum products in bulk,
livestock, and articles of extr aordinary value,
between al’ points and places on the following

routes and points and places within 20 miles
laterally thereof:

L. All points and places in 1ts los Angeles Basin
Territory, as defined in Appendix C to Decision
No. 58991.

2. DBetween Laytonville and San Y¥Ysidro on U.S.
Eighways 101 and 10l1A. ‘

3. Between Qakland and Auburn oan Su Fighway 40 _
Between Oakland and Plzcerville on U. S. Higbway 50.

Between Oakland and Sacramento on Cal¢fornia
Eighway 24. \ ‘

3etween Pinole and Altaville on California dighway h,‘
 Between Napa and Lodi on California He ghway 2.

Highways connecting Oaﬁland Steckton and Sacramento
via U. § Elghways L0, 50 and 99.

California Highway 0 between Gustine and Merced.

gal*fornia Highway 49 between Marivosa and Nevada
ity. :

California Highway 120 between junctilon U’ S. High-
way 50 and Yosemite National Park.

California Bighway 108 between Sonora and Strawberry.

..

Issued by the Califorafa Public Utilities Commission.
Decision No. 2 EYRD |, Application No. h29k5.




Appendix A MERCHANTS E4PRESS OF CALIFCRWIA Original Page 2
(a corporation) ]

Califoraia Eighway 20 between Ukiah and Nevada City.

California Bighway 45 between Woodland and. Junctnon
California EHighway 32.

U. S. Zighway 40 Alternate betweer Woodland and Pulga.
All connecting highways between U. S. 992 azd U. So 99w,
serving Paradise as an off—route point.

g; 2. HEighway 99 between Redding and California-Oregan
Téer. ,

V. S. Eighway 395 between Riverside and San'Diegd.

Lateral highwayié California 198, %1,' 166, 126, 118,

U. S. Highways %66, 399, between U. S. Highways
101 and 99. _

Califoraia Fighway 33 between junction U. S. Highway 50
and Maricopa.

California Righway 29 between CaliStoga andljunction”
Califonnia Highway 20 : Co ‘

California EHighway 53 between junetion California Highway
29 and juncticn California Hizhway 20.

California Eighway 128 between Calistoga and GeyservilleQ

Califoraia Highway 16 between Woodland ané junct
California Highway 20.

The above-described rights shall be subfect to the
restr riction that Merchants Express of Valifornia shall’ transnort
no freight from, to or betweea points located over and along State
Higaway 140 or within five miles laterally thereof between Yosemite
aad a point ome mile east of Merced. | |
Issued by California Pubdlic Utilities Commissicn.
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Decision wo. 1730 , Application No. 2945,




