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Decision No. ------

BEFORE nm P'C .... SLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF mE STATE OF' CALIFORNIA' 

Application of 'rHE RIVER LINES, INC'. , ) 
8 corporaeion,for a certificate of ) 
public convenience and necessity ) 
authorizing the subseitution of motor ) 
carrier service in lieu of water' ) 

Application No. 42875, 

service between Colusa,.. C811for.o.ia,.. ,) 
.end· Gr1mes~ Cclliforrda _ ') 

------------------------------~) 
o PIN ION' 
~-------. 

:By this applic<:tion,.filec:1' November 21,. 1960,.. The Rive:­

Lincs~ !Dc.,.. re~ests a certificate of public convenience and 

necessity 8l!thor1z1ng operation 8S 3 highway cormnon carrier, betwe~n 

Colusa and Grlmes~ California ~ said certificate to be limited: 

(1) to the transpo~tation of grain (including barley,. cor:i,milo,: 

oats,.. ~·heat and padcy rice) in bulk. and safflower seed, in bulk .1n 
, . "' 

spe¢ialized equipoent; (2)- to the transportation of. such bulkcom-. 

::odities only when tendered at one of the $acramen'Co Riyer Warehouse 

Co:lp3uy's warehouses located on the Sacramento Rivex' at Colusa; 

(3) to the tr.9nsportation by higbwaycom.on carrier .in lieuo£ vessel 

from Colusa to Grimes; and (4) to such. highway common carrier service 

betw'ccn Coluse and Grimes,.. when performed in connection wit:h.s ,sub ... , 

s~quent ~ovement by water from Grimes to destination. 

Applicant proposes to, substitute> ,at its opeion when 

cond!.tions requi:rc> motor t:,ansportation for water transportation 

£roo warehouses of Sacramento River Warehouse Company at Co-lusa to­

G=-l.::.es. and thereby make available at all times to bulk grain .and 

SJlf:t'1.O"Acr seed shippers in the Colu~a llrea the modern bulkto~ding, 

fncilities of a~plie3nt .aud Sacrament:o River Warehouse Company~t..l 
'. " -
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Grimes. Thus. said shippers. 1t1s alleged. will be able'to take 

adv.atl.t8ge" of the lew water transportstionrates from Colusa to San . 

Francisco~ Oakland~ Alameda~ Stoekton~ $ser.emento and Petaluma, 

California. 

As justification £01' granting the request~it is alleged' 

that for over sevency-fiveyears applicant or its predecessors have 

served grain sbippers at Colusa and other riverpoints_\ Until recent 

years the gratO was loaded and'transported in sacks onspp11cant ' s 

b4:rges. The economic transportation of bulk grain and seed by.barge . ' . ... , 
" 

now' requires that such product be loaded 'by modern up-to-date bulk 

loading equipmen~. No modern equipment is "ava11ablea1: ColuSa .but 

applicant and Sacramento River Warehouse Company have '. such modern 
, ' 

equipment at Grimes. These faci11t1e~ have recently bee~ provided: 

at a cost of approx:Lmately $lO~~OOO. 

In addit1on~ it is asserted that at times the Sacramento, 

River between Grimes and Colusa is subject to T8p~dfo:rmation of 

shoals aud saud b8rs~ making navigation ·difficult. if not: impossible, 
, . 

unti.l dredging is' performed. At various times in the year, a fully 

loaded barge thuS cannot. operate between Grimes and ·Colusa.. At such· .' " 

times the only feasible mode. of, transpor~8tion is by land .. 

It is furtberalleged that many requests have been mede 
, .. 

for applicant to pro\ride this service by bulk grain and~ seed shippers 

from Colusa to Grimes. 'Ibe certificated highway common carriers 

sC%Ving these points are stated to be Delta Li1les'~ 'Inc.;· Fortier 
, ' 

'transportation Company ~ Merchants" Express of California, Sheedy 

Drayage Company~ Interline Motor Express Company~ 'Valley Motor Lines' 

and Valley Express Company.. The applicant ~lleges that none of these 

caXTiers publishes bulk grain rates, ox: transports thesepr~uct~ in 
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bulk., These carriers and the railroads in the area have been served· 

"-"i1:h cOl'ies of the application ,and, ofsn, amendment filed 'January 13:,-

1961> but no protests to granting the 'r,equesthave been submitted 
. .' . 

to 'Che COtlmlission. This ame:ndment, 'requests ' authority' UllderSection 

454 of the Public Utilities Code to estab.liSh a rate of $l.7's' per '. 

t:on fro:n Colusa to San Francisco~ 9akland, Alameda" Stockt'onand : 
, . 

Petaluma for, the highway-barge movement, or' $l.OO'per'ton higher 'than 

the all-barge 'ra:te.. It is asserted' ,thst.this increase i.sn~'~eater 

than necessary 'to'recover the ,a dclition.g 1, estimated' ,cost of the,: ·truek­

barge haw.. 

The Commission fi:1dsfroma ,consideration of ' the verified 

application> as amended, that the proposed 'h1ghwaycomx:non, carrier 
. , 

service is recvn=e& by public conveni~nce-.and necessity ..It' is 

further found that such allegations constitutes' sufficient 'showins 
, , 

as required by Section 454 of the Public Utilities Code, and that ,the 
, . 

proposed increase in the rate by $1.00' per ton 'for the truck-barge: 

haul from Colus:l to San Francisco~ O.akland~ A1~eds) 'Stockton and,. 

Petaluma is justified. A public hear:L:ng is not necessary. 

. The River Lines, Inc. ~ ,3 corporation, is hereby placed on 

notice that operative rights,. as such, do not constitute 8clsss' 
. ',' 

of property ·..:hich m::Jy be eapit:alized or used'.8s an element of value: 

in rate fixing for any 'amount of , money in excess of tnat originally 

paid ~o ehc State as the consideration for the grant of such rights. 

Aside from their purely pexmissive espect, such rights extend ~o, the , . 

holder a i-o.11 or partial monopoly of :i class 'of busiX'less over ~ 
. . 

pard.oJ.lar route. 'Illis monopoly feature may be m~f:i.ed orcanc~!ed: , 

ae sny time by the State~ which is not in snyrespcct,. limited .as" 'to'" 

t:h~ nU1:lber of rights which :nay be given.-

-3 .. 
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ORDER 
..-. ..... - ... -

An application having been filed,. the CommisSion, baving~ 

found tbatpublic convenience and necessity require ~h8tapplicant 
• I _. 

be granted the au.::hcrlty it has requested, and"'bssed on 'S8id-£inding.,. 
. " 

IT IS ()RDERED: 

1. "'!bat a eertificate of public"conven1ence, and' nee- ~ssiey be " 

and it hereby is granted' to- The- R.i~er Lines,. Inc .. ,8, cOrPoration,. 

3uthorizit'lg. it to operate as a highway common-carrier,' -as defined' 
, , , 

i:l Section 213 of the Public Utilities Code, :between'the points and 
. ", ' 

ove:: the routes as more particularly set. forth 1nAppendixA'attached 

hereto and mace a p3rt hereof .. 

2.. That in prOviding service \pursuant: to- the_certifiea~e. 
, " 

be4ein granted .applicant shall; comply' with and ob:servetbe- following 

service-regulations: 

(3) Within thirty days after the effective date 
haeof,. applicant shall file 8 W':c:-i tten ' 
acceptance of the cer'tificate herein granted .. 
By accepting the certificate of public . ,convenience 
and necessity herein granted, applicant is placed 
on notice that it will be required~ ,amoog other 
things 7 to file annual reports of its operations 
and to comply with and observe the- safety rules, 
and other regulations of the Comm.ission's 
General Order No. 99 and insurance requirements 
of the Commission's General Order No,. lOO-A. 
Failure to file such reports; in such form and 
.at such time 8S the Commission may direct,. or te> 
comply with and observe the provisions of General 
Orders Nos. 99 sud lOO-A, may result ina cancel­
lation of the operating authority, granted 'by " 
this,decision.· . 
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(b) Within one hundred twenty days.' after. the' effective 
date bereof~ and on not less than· ten days' notice 
to the Commission and' to the public • applicant 
shall establish the 'service herein authorized' and 
file in triplicate ~ and concurrently make 
e££,eetive tariffs satisfactory to .the .Commission. 

, '. . 

after the date her4aof. 

~ Dated"a~I ___ San __ Fran __ d_lSCO ___ ~Ca-lifo~a, Ulis ~J,-
day of ____ M_a_=_ch _____ ~ 1961. 

.. .. 

-s.:. 

I· 
,', 



Appendix A THE RIVER LINES INC. 
(a corporation) 

Or1g1nal'Po.ge ~" 

(1)" The River Lines, Ine., ,by the certi!'~cat~ or,publi~'. 

convenience' and necessity gl'anted -in,the decision noted '1n/the' 
,', 

margin, is author:1ized to transport\: ' 

a. Grain, vii.:- :' '. 
Barley;· BUckwheat; Corn or Ma1ze-(exceptPop 
Corn); popCorn, not popped; Emmer; Oats; Eye; 
Spelt; Wheat; 
Sorgh~ Grains, 'viz.: . 

Darese, DUrra, 'Egyption Wheat, 
Feterita, Hegari (Higera), Kaffir' 
CO:":l, Koalia.ng, Milo, Maize, 
Sballu and Shrock Kaffir; 

screeru.ng;;. l"rom grains. spec11'ieO:.'"!lbove, 
'Unground, not conta1n1ng' more·' than 5%.. " 
Flaxseed.. ' , 

b. Paddy Rice.' 

c. Saf'no'Wer Seed ... 

(2) The authority ,described in pa.ragraph' (1), hereof is . .. . ." -.. 
bubjeet t~ the iollo'W1ng conditions and limitations: 
I, _ ' .. , 

a. Such commodities shall be transporte,d< in bulk 
in specialized equipment. ' 

b. Such commodities shall be tendered to ',the carrier 
at one of the wa.::ehouses of S'acramento 'Rive'r-" 
Warehouse Company loeated on the' Sacramento Riyel' 
'at Colusa. ' ' 

c. The transportation by,bighwaycommon carrier ,may 
'be perf'or.ned as asubsti tute servi.co ~or watel' 
e.a.rrie:- service nom Colusa to Grimes at carrie!'" s. 
o:ption. ' 

d. Tile highway common' carrier serv1cet'rom' Colusa 
to Grimes shall be. :performed only whenin·eon­
:l.eetioll with a ,subsequent movement by water '!rom 
Grimes to dest1nation" ' ., 

Issued by Ca1i!orni~ Public Utilities Commission. 

'Deeision No. 61.732APPlicat1onNO". 4287$ •. 
" 

: ".'. 
"",.. 
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(a corporation) 

Or1g1nalPag,e -2 

. ~', 

(3) service pu:rsua:c.t to. tne _ authority deser1oed1n' 

,aragrayhs (1) and (2) h.ereof shall be- conducted.' over and along 
. .' ',. 

State 'Highway No. 20 from Colusa. to- the ,j'llnct1onof' -S,a.id highway 

\·,rith UllCl:oered C01.mty road a~proximately -2 miles. north· of' . 

Sycamore tnence over !>aid. county road. via Syca.mor~ to-Grimes. 
, . 

-. 

lss~ed by Ca11iorniaPublic Utilities ComQiss1on~ 

Decision NO~··· G:l732A,,P,P 1 ieat10n No. 42875 .. 

. " 


