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BEFORE THE PUBLIC U'l'n.I'XIES COMMISSION OF THE 'STATE, OF,CAI.IFORNIA 
. .. 

, . 
Investigation into the operations and ), 
pr.:lcticcs of CONSUMERS 'IRANSPORTAIION case No., 6543 
CORPORAXION. a California corporation. 

Kens D. Fox 3nd Martin L. 
A rams for respondent. 

William C. Bricca for the 
commission sta~f. 

o P IN I ON ----------

This proceeding, instituted June 20, 1960, is an invcstiw:. 

g~tion on the Commission's own motion into the operations and prac­

tices of Consumers Transportation C?rporation whic:b. operates ass 

higbw~y common carrier 7 a petroleum irregular route carrier" and" 

a pet:roleum contract carrier, as def1ned by Sections 213, '214, ~514,' 

.;rod 3518 of 'the Public Utilities, Code~ to determi'1'lc whether, respon-~ 

dent lII.'ly b..."'Ve m.'lintained and operated, or may be operating vehicles 
'. ..:., 

in violation of General Order No. 99, by failiDg repeatedly to· ob:" ' 
. , 'I', ' 

, 5el:Ve and comply with v;)nous ,safety rules and" regulationsperta,:fll­

iDs. to brakes 31ld braking equipment, tires" equipment' maintenance 

mld m3intenance records of motor vehicles. 

'Xhis investigation was set for hearing on August 30, 
! 

1960, at which time Ben~ D • Fox appeared on behalf of respondent 

and rC<?)lested a contin~ce to October 11, 1960, for the reason 

that ~.art:tn 1.. Abrams,. attorney for respondent' w~s ab:sent from the 
, ... " . 

St.l~e. 'Ib.is Co:ltimulDce w~s granted. Hearings were thereafter held 

ot: October 25 .:md November 29, 1960, and on February1aud 8, 31ldon 
, . 

11a'reh 21, 1961. At the three latter bearings respondent· wa's not 

rep:cesented by counsel. On March 21, 1961,. the matter, ,was duly' su~ ,', 

mitted for decision. 
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Six vehicles were examined by the Commission staff on 
i , 

seveX'.')l occasions, and found to be in serious violat':Lon ot General 
I 

Order No. 99. 'Ib.e violations consisted inmost instances of' the use 

of equipllleD.t with defective and ineffective brakingf~cilities~ the 

failu're to have lmd use equipment designed for the' safety' of 1nflam­

=ables and,drivers who bad not procured and filed physical cxamina-
. , 

tion ee%t1fieates. Tb.is carrier was also fO'UXld not to have per-' 

fo:rmed periodic:: or systematic inspection of vehicles and repairs 

were made on a ''breakdown'" essis. 

Respondent attempted to- show in justif:tcation that many 

repairs ,on its vehicles were made and that it had suffered no serious 

<lccidents. Also all Commission iDspections were made :0'0 vehicles 

while they "N'ere not in service but were in the repa:Lr shop or ter­

minal for the puxpose of repair. The Commission finds that while, it 

canDoe conclude from the mere fact that respondent's vehicles get out 
. . "',. 

of :repair and are repaired that violations of General Orde= NO:. '. 99' 
" 

necessarily follow, yet in this case such violations are'revealed, 

principally because several violations appeared to. be of long stand": . 

illS by reason of their constant repetition, on the same I vehieles '. 

Also ~ -00 excuse or just:Lfication is indicated for' ,J:s.spOnde'Qt~ s ... fa i 1-
, ' , 

ure to require physical examinations of its drivers,andf11e're­

ports. As to one piece of equipment, respondent admitted' operating 

without fire extinguishers, without' repair:i.ng the speedometer, .and 

without adjusting the parking brakes, so that they complied with , 

'the requirements of $.ilid General Order. At the hearings, respondent 

incl.icated a willingness to comply in the future. 
I 

From a considerat1oll of the evidence of record the Com- , 

cicsiO':l is of the opinion and .finds that responden't· should be or­

dered to cease and desist fro: carrying on any such operations in· 
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the future without full compliance with the prov1sionsand require-
I , ' , 

mcnts of the Commis~ion$t s General Order No. 99 and that its opera-

tive rights should be suspended for a period of five ,days,. 

ORDER 
----~ .... -

; '. I 

Public hearing. having been held and based ,upon "the 

above finc1illgs, 
" "', 

IT IS ORDERED:', 
'" 

1. 'Ihat Consumers Transportation COrporation" a corporation" 

its managing officers and employees are ordered,to cease, and desist 

from ctJuying on l.J.1ly operation as 3 highway common carrier, '3 petro-' 
, 

leum irregular route carrier or as a petroleum. contract c<lrrierwith;;:.; 

out full compliance with the 'provisions' andreqsirements of the' :Coni-

mission t sCeneral Order No. 99. 

2. l'hat in ca uying , on all or :my oper<ltions purSuant to such 

authority respondent shall fully comply with and carry-out all the 

requirements of General Order No. 99'. 

S. That the authority. of Consumers Transportation Corporation 
'.- I 

to operate as a highway common carrier" a petroleum irregular route 
, . 

carrier .!ltld.:l:s a petroleum contract carrier is hereby' sUspel'ldec' for 

a period of £ive consecutive' d3ys starting at 12 :01 a.m. on,.th'eMon-
, " 

day follOwing the effective, date of this order; ~d' respo~dent::' shall 
I' • , 

not lease the equipment or other facilities used in operations. under 
'. ' 

these authorities for the period of the su:lpetlsion or' directl! O'r 

indi:rectly pemit such. equipment or facilities 'tobeused,to'e:Lr~­
vent the suspension. 

4.. 'l'lwt Consomers TraDsportatiO'1l Corporation sh811 POSt3t its 

~e~l or f.ilc:£.lity for receiving property f:rom the pU'blic.for 

trmlsportation" not less than five days prior to the begi:Dning of 

the suspension period, a notice to the public stati:ngtb4t 'i.ts high-' 

way cOXlJelOn carrier" and petroleum irregular route carrier operative, 
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rights and petroleum contract carrier pemit have each been sus­

pended by the Comnission for the five day period; that within· five . 

days after such posting sa:tci reSpondent shall file with ·the.·c:omm!s­

sion a copy of such notice, together with an affida~t: setting. 

forth the date 3lld place of such post:.:ag. 

7be Secreta~ of the Commission is directed. to cause per-

soual sexv1ce of this order to be made upon respondent and upon 

Dominic M~ Patrltti its p:esideot,. and. this order shall· become. ef­

fective twenty days after the completion of such service upon res- ... 
~ I I ' 

pondeut. 

Dated at san Franc1sc9 

. . dt- . 
, California,. this· . 25. day . 

of CGF ' 1961. 
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