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Decision No. 61917 -----
BEFO.R'e THE PUBLIC U'l'ILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STAtE OF CALIFORNIA 

ASA Z.. iu:eD and :OO1~ lu:ED, I 

Complainants, 

VS. 

TI-m PACIFIC 'I'EI.EPB01~ N .. ID TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY, a corporation,. 

Defendant. 

Case No. 7040 

Rose H~rley, for complainants. 
t:a~ler;ell.X & Hall, by A. J. Krappman t Jr.,. for 

defend.;lnt. 
Harold W. Kennedy and Gordon W • Treharne, for the. Los 

Angeles County Sheriff t S Department, intervener •.. 

O?IN·ION iIIIIIIIMI ..... ____ ___ 

By the complaint herein,. filed on December 21, 1960, Ass' 

E. Reed and Dor~ Reed request an order of this Commission that 'the 

defendant~ The Pacific Telephone and. Telegraph Comp::lny, a' corporation, 

be required tc> reinstall telephone se::vice at 1280, No. Rowan Avenue, 

Los Angeles, California, in the name of Ass E. Rt2ed~ 

By Decision No. &1329, dated January 10, 196.1" the COrmnl.S- . 
• p <'. 

5ion ordered that the defendant restore telephone sel:vl.ce-· to- the 

complainant pending bearing, on the matter. 

On January 18,. 1961,. the telephone cocpany filed an answer, 
, 

the principal allegation of which was that' the telephone company,. 

purs~t to Decision No. 41415, dated April 6, 1948, in Case No:. 

4930 (47 Cal. P-.U.C .. 853) ~ on 0:' aOoutOctobe:, 18::-- ·1960 ,had r~a.so~­

Able cause to believe t.hat the, telephone service furnished-to 
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Asa E. Reed under number AJ.~geles 1 .. 8478 at l280No~. Rowan Avenue',.· ' 

!..os Angeles,. Cali,fornia, was being or was to be used· as, an instru­

mentality directly or indirectly to vio-late or to aid and, abet" ~he 
\ . 

violation of the law, and that having such reasonable cause the de-

fendant was required to disconnect the service pursuant to, this Com-
o • , • 

mission's Decision No. 414l5. 

A public hearitlg was held in Los Angeles on March 10; 1961, 

before Examiner ~bert D. DeWolf. 

Exhibit No. 1 is a letter dated October 14',; 1960, , from 

William R. !:!ayes, Captain, Vice Detail" Office of the Sheriff of 

Los A:ngele~~ COUQty, to the defendant advising the defendant that the 

telephone furnished to Asa E. Reed· under number ANgeles i~8478: was 

being used for the purpose 0; dissennnating horse' racing, information ' 

wbich was being used in connection with bookmaking in: vio,,~ation of 

Section 337a of the Penal Code,. and requesting that tbetelephone 

company disconnect the service. The position of:, the telephone' com­

pany was that it had acted with reasonable' cause as that term is 

used in .Decision No. 41415 in discoxmecting the telephone-service 

itu:smuch as it bad received the letterdes1gnated ss Exhibit No,. t. ' 
Mr. Reed testified that he and his wife were arrested on" , 

October 14,. 1960 ~ and accused of taldng bets on £o~tball games and ," 

thOlt the telepbone was removed frem the premises; that they were 

botil taken to jail and ::?osted bond~ and that at their trial they 

were both acquitted of the charge. 

~..rs. Reed testified' t:b.at shortly before the- arrest the ' 

pbonE\ rang and she answered 1t. The calling party asked for George' '. 

:l:ld said be wanted to get the odds on the Southern Cs11forri.ia foot-' 

ball gmne. She s.;:id Wt sbe would' give, George the message and' the 
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II A, 

pbODe n1Jmber when she saw him. She testified that George W8'S a nephew 

who had been living with them while recovering. from hospitalization, 
'. 

that he had moved two weeks previously, and that they saw him' fre- , 

quently. !'bey had also had painters working on the premises, for 

several days. 

A deputy sheriff testified that he had phoned the 

Reed number prior to theerrest to contact George ~ndplace 

~ts on a football game, but could not identify' the voices, 'on' the 

line and Cid not place any bets. The offieertestified that his 

'., 
II " 

r'" , 

" 

partners entered before he arrived and made the arrest •. ,The' officer 

testified that he found no betting markers or x-s.eing forms on -:he 

premises; that near the phone was a sports section of the newspaper, 

some pencils,.' and a list of phone numbers, and none o·fthese were 

connected with betting on horse races or footbali g.ames. 'The officer 

did not identify the Reeds as being engaged in any of the betting 

on football games or horse racing, and no other evidence of such' D.C-' 

tivity was, offered. 

The parties stipulated that Dora l~ed is not a, p:t'0per 

pa::ty to this proceeding for the reason that she is not a su1>scriber 

to the telephone, and .:~s' to her the eomplaint should be dismissed •. 

After full, consideration of this record, we find that, the. . . , 

telephone company's action was based up<>n reasonable. cause as that, 

term is used in Decision No. 41415, and we f~rther find tllat the' 

eV'idenee fails to show that the eomplainant'stelephone' was used'for 

any illegal purpose, and that therefore the complainant is entitled 

to restoration of telephone service. 
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O~DEi'{ -----, 
The compl.tiut of Asa E. aeed against The Pacific Telephone' 

and Telegraph Company, a corporacion, having been filed, a. public:' 
, . 

hearing having been held chereon, the Commission being" 'fully ,advi'sed 

in the pre=ises and basing its decision upon the evidence herein~ 

IT IS Ol.OEl{ED that the order of the CoramissioninDecision 

No. 61329, dated January 10, 19&1, inCase No. 70'40, temporarily re .. 
.. 

storing. telephone:. service to the complainant, be made .'Pe:t'Xllallen~, such 

res'Coration beitlg sul>ject to all duly authorized rules. and regula­

tions of the telephone company and to· the existingappl:Lcal>le' law.' 

'!he effective date of this order shall' be twenty' days after 

the date hereof. 


