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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

‘In the Matter of the Application of ﬂ ‘ ,
WALTER SPHAR, doing business as . : -

WALTER SPHAR TRUCKING, P. 0. Box 83, Application No. 42822
Likely, California, to deviate from - o
established rates for the transporta-

tion of pest moss.

Walter Sphar, applicant.

J. C. Kasper, Arlo D. Poe znd
James X. Quintrall, for California
Trucking Associatxons, Inc.,
interested party.

John F. Smecht, for the Commissron staff

OPINION

By. the above-entitled applxcatron, filed November 3 1960
and amended January 17, 1961 Walter Sphar, doing business s Walter
Sphar Trucking, seeks authority to assess a rate lower thﬂn the

applicable minimum rate on shipments of peat moss for Jeffery and

Associates from Likely (Modoc County) to points in ccntral Californxs;"

Publlc hearing on the applxcatmon was held before Exsmlner
Willism E. Turpen at San Francisco on March 24, 1961 Applxcant
- testified in his own behalf. Representatives of the Californla
Trucking Associatmons, Inc., and of the Commission s staff assxsted
in developing the record. No onme opposed the grentxng,of the sought
eutbority. | ', | | »
| The record shows that applrcent 1ives rthxn two blocks o
of the shipper's plant at Likely and that he remains at home whmle
his txuck is being loaded. by the soxpper. He transports two loads
of peat moss per‘week of from 40 000 to-AS 000 pounds each<to pomnts
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such as San Jose, Modesto, Stockton, Saeramento, San Francisco and :
Oakland. Each shipment usually 1nvo1ves about. fmve split dellverzes.
Peat moss takes a class rating of "D", which makes the applxcable
nznimum rate vaxy from 50 cents to 64 cents per 100 pounds dependlng
on the destination. Applicant seeks a flat rate of 50 cents per :
100 pounds,: m;nlmumwweight 44, 000 pounds and subgect to all other
accessorial dharges named in Mlnlmum Rate Tariff No. 2. _ _
Under this proposal, the revenue for each trip, xncludzng
charges foxr 5 spliit deliveries, would smount to $257 50. The appli-'
cation, as amended, shows that expenses awount TO $58 OO per trip.
The record shows, however, tbat several of the expenses.were under-
stated, and that no provisxon.was made for deprecmation, maxntenancc,
or applicant's wages as driver. From the data developed on cross-.
exsmination of applicant, it is possible to estimate~that his N
expenses per trip would amount to sbout $220.00. The«record shoWS

that applicant operastes undar upusually favorable conditions and

that the loading by shipper contxibutes to the low cost of performlng‘

this transportation.

Applicant. testlfied that if a. redueed rate is not | |
authorized the shipper will probably resort to rail transportatxon.

The research director of the California Trucking
Associations, Inc., poxnted out a number of dxfficultzes that would
arise if the authority as sought'were granted He suggested that
instead applicant be suthorized to assess a rate of 85 percent of |
the applicable minimum rate. Such author;ty, he said would result J
in @ rate approximately the ssme as that soughtwherein., Applxcant f.
nad 0o objection to'thiS‘proposal- | .
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It is c¢lear that under the ccnditicnstnrroundingﬂthe »

transportation bhere involved, revenues receined:under applicant;s
oroposal will exceed the cost of‘performing*the‘servicevBy‘alcon-;i
sidexable margin, but that authorization of the exceptxon ratlng as
proposed by the California Trucking.Assocrations, Inc., would be

preferable. In the crrcumstances, the Commission is of the opinion

and £inds that assessment by applicant of a rate eqnal to 85 percent_d

of the otherwise. applicable minimum Tate for the transportatlon hcre'r

involved is reasonable. The applicatmon.w1ll be granted to that

extent. Also, becsuse the conditions. undexr which the service;msd

- performed may change at any time, the-autbcrity‘will‘be“linited to

a one~year period. The authorized rate will be'nade subject to tne
condition that all loading is dome by the shipper. ”

Based*upon the evidence of recoxd and upon the find;ngs
and conclusions contained in the preceding opinion,
IT IS ORDERED that: |
1. wnlter Sphar be and he is.hereby authorrzed to. assess a‘
rate not lower than 85 percent of the Class D rate in Minimum Rate
Tariff Nc. 2 (subject to all other appllcable*rules and«chargeSfxn
said tariff), subject to a minimum'weight of 44,000 . pounds, for the
transportatlon of peat moss from the plant of chfery and Associates"
Likely (Modoc County), when all 1oading of ‘the vehrcle LS done
by the shipper. | )
2. The authority hereinabove granted’shall ekpirelcne &earl
cfter the effective date of this ordexr unless sooner canceled

changed, or extended by order of the Commission.,‘”
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3. Except to the extent ‘hereinabove\ grancéd,. App]ﬁiéét:ion"
No. 42822 be and it is hereby denied. -
The effective date of this oi;de‘:: shall be twenty 'dajr_s_ B
after the date bereof. o | | | g :Q)P‘ '
Dated at San Pranasco , California, this -/
doy of _YYlicn ., 1961. |

]
1) b

i

d
o
.




