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'PUBLIC UTILIZTES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matoe* oz the Applicutlon 0%

BRLONESS ASS

)
SOUTIERN PACTFIC COMPANY and RALLIAY g
)
)

WGENCYT, INC., for authority

to discontinue agency at WEST PALM

SPRINGS Comty of Rivercide, State
almeornla, snd to maintsin caid

Appllcatxon No. 41385

etatxon as a Class-A.non-agency

Trank M. Bogert, Mayor, Leonard E. wo1£, oouncil-

LML MeRadden, reoldent all appearing Lor
the City of Falm Sprin s-.xznmu;sggaﬁ. for
Palm S rings Chamber of Commerce,‘ﬂmﬁry Paisiey,

for Palm Springs Hotel & Apertment'33sn.,‘fnc., :

E. A. McMillan, for California State Legxslative ,
Committee, Brotherhood of Railway & Steamship
Clexks, Freight Handlers, Express and Station.
umployees, Polly Isenagle, and John L. Hughes,
for Tanmer Gray Lines; interested paxrties.

| -

Applxeants seek authorlty to discontinue their agencies at‘

station.
Y“noolpb.Kaah, E. D. Yeomans and J. W Gbrxen,
attorneys Lor applicants.
Ban, Dapicl. L. Hasnet, City Managex, and
protestants.
QRINI 9. N
West Palm

requests 3uthority to eliminate the stops of 1ts passenger tramns

Nos. 1, 2,

said statl

an adequate service can be provzded through the Southern Pacxfxc
Company agency station at Indio and the Razfyay Express Agency, Inc.,'

Springs and, Ln addltxon, Southern Paczflc Company also

3 and 4, and thhreafter waiatain a nonagency statzon.
The basis for the ~'ev:.p.v.e:si::‘; is that the busxness handled at

on does mot warrant continuance of agency status and that

present of‘zce in the City of Palm Sprxngs.‘

1/ Decision No. 61729 in Application No. 42878 dated March 28- 1961,
of the Railway Express Agency, Inc., office in
prings and the'substitutlon of . highway common,

authorized closin
the City of Palm
carrier service in place thereof
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A public hearing was held at Palm Springs"on-‘Feb':‘:ﬁary' ZS -
and 26, 1960, before Examiner Mark'V Chiesa, Notices of- hear:z.ng

having been duly published and posted and evidence having been adduced

the matter was submitted for dec:r.sion. The Commission having con- 7
sidexrcd the matter and being fully advised in the prcmises makes :.ts )
£indings of fact and conclusicns as here:.nafter set. forth. ,

West Palm Springs is & rail po:.nt on the nain. 1ine of the
Southern Pacific Company's railway which runs between Los Ao.geles ‘and'
Yuma and is situated approximeteiy 10 miles westet y of the‘f'-eette?
of the City of Palm Springs a short distance off State Route No. lll.’ |
There is no industrizl, commexcial, or rcsident:tal development in the‘_
irzediate viecinity of the stationm. The City of I.ndio is an :.mport-ant":'-‘. |
rall point on said rail line and"is situated app::oximate-ly 22 miles -
casterly of the City o.f Palm Springs on said State ‘Route;_ No. llJ'..‘-‘ ‘
U.S. Highways Nos. 60-70 and 99 also pass t:hrough_. the: City o»fA Iﬁdio.‘
The City of Palm Springs is not a rail point and is erved ‘rom ..b.e
west Palm Seprings station by motor vehi’.cles v:.e Highway No. 111. | ‘_
Several other communities, such as Desert Hot Springs Cathedrel C:.ty, ‘
Rarcho Mirage, Palm Village and Palm Desert, are to some extent
served by this stationm. | | | |

Southern Pacific Company's present service for‘ carload
and less-carload shipments will not be materially. affected b'y.- tllxe" ‘
closing of the ageney. Nearly all less-carload sh:.pments axe now ”
handled on a “store-door” besis by applicant’ s truck su‘bs:tdiary,
Pac:f.fz.c Motor Trucking Company, and carload sh:.pments will be handled
thzough contact with the agent at- Ind:.o instead of the Tnes.. Palm
Springs agent. Free telephone service cud waybilli box ﬂ.c:.lxtn.es
will de made availcble, and any necessary peroonal contacts W‘:Lll ve

provided through the agent or clerks from the Inda.o stat:.on. Southern
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EP&CJ.fJ.C now employs one agent, one freight-tieket clerk and a redcap o

at West Palm Springs. One or more of said employees is at the
station between the hours of 7:45 a.m, and 4: 30~ p.m., and between |
10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m,, five days per week 'rhe Indio st:at:[on :.s
open 24 hours pexr day every day and is staffed by 20 employees., o
Every semce available at West Palm Springs wou].d be ava:.lablewfrom
Indio. ' | o

| Southern Pacifie COmpany 8 ‘gross Operating revenue
attributable to t:he West Palm Springs st:at:ion for the periods

indicated was as follows-

1957 1958 1959 (11 mos.)

Freight $1964,588%  $39,833 $42 ,760

Passenger 20,466 20,500%, 13 594{‘-‘

Miscelleneous o AS3 ' 179 L 68{‘"7 1"
Total $215,507 60,512 $e1,622

* (Includes nonrecurr:.eg shipments of pipe. for'
Metropolitan Water District and shipments for
the U.S.. Government)

The number of passengers arriving and departing at the - '

West Palm Springs station for the yeaxrs 1958 and 1959 were .as follows.f PO

1958 1959
Arrivals -5550’ | 5520 .
Departures 4652 '*39367ﬂfﬁ‘*

Southexrn Pac:.fic Company also maint:ains a t:.cket off:z.ce :'.n
the City of Palm Springs which :Ls Open five days: per wcek dur.ing the
winter season which runs normally from October through May.

The fare for local transporcatz.on from the Indio station to
the City of Palm Spr:.ngs would be, per li.mous:.ne $12.00 instead of

the preseat $6.00. Limousines accomodate an average of 4 passengers -

with luggage. Taxi, fares would be increased from $l+ 50 from West Palm'f
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Springs to $7. 50 from Indio. In most cases however, sa;d fares are
shared. The evxdcnce shows that many passengers are tranSported to
ad from the trains by private veh;cles.

Express revenue (and the number of shipments handled) at the 
xail statiom by applicant Railway Express Agency, Inc., for the years :
1957, 1958 and 1959 were as follows: '

No. of Shipments ; 135 f"l29  | _;_l7l f{“

Revenue $1,389.45  $1,190.81  $333.33

No change in the handlxng of wmail for the Palm Sprlngs area
is contemplatem as Pacific Motox Irucking Company now<moves :hxs
freighe. | |

West Palm Sprxngs agency operating expense for the past
three years was as Lollows.f

1957 1958 1959Q11 mos.)

Wages _ ' $2.:. 442 | $20 110
Payroll Taxes 1 167 _ 1, 321 T 239;
Telephone 401 ’410 1 O79]v‘
Electric Curxent 387 392 . 250 -
Heat 77 750 L 58
Miscl. Supplies 9% 0 - 101
Stationery _ 84 89 106.

Total $21,005  $23,86 $22,943
Based on the years 1957 and 1958 (consmdered to be normalf

years), the average estnmated anoual saving resultlng‘from agency |
discontinuance g approxxmately $16,233 (Exhzbzt No. 11 as supp*emented
by testimony of witness Robezt G. Rocell). . -
Eight witnesses testified in opposition t6 thb~p¢oposed
discontizmuance of agency se*vice and the elimxnatlon of srain’ st0ps
= the West Palm Sp*ings station, Four were city offxc;als, two

represented local business organizations, one spoke fbr the Chamber

of Commerce and ome operated a leading hotcl. It zo.apparencvfgom‘thef_%”'
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zecoxd that said witnesses reflect the views of practically the

entire city. It was the contention that Paim Springs, being one of

the principal winter resorts of the coumiry which has been adve':tised-'

extensively as such throughout the world, should not be deprived of

its VWest Palnm Sprmgs station; thet sald station is 0ore conveniently

located and accessible than the Indio statiom; that the porthern avea

of the city is developing steadily in resx.dent:.al and not:el

facilities; that the distance and traffic congestmon .all.cu:z,_v State

Righway No. 111 between Indio and Palm .:.pr:.nc'a wi 11 "ewult in

urmecescary delays and inconvenience; and that the cost of local

transpoxtation between Indio and Palm Springs will be mte .z.él'ly
higher than the present farxe.

Turther, it was shown ,tha.. tne?
commumities and residents located north of sa‘id' station would be
further inconvenienced by having to drive ten m.le.» farther to Palm

Springs in order to tramsact business with applicants’ agents.

The record is clear that Palm Springs is an importent

tourist center which ecach season is visited by thousands of persons.

using rail transportation, and t"hat the West. Palm Springs statiom,

Dy reason of the locatioa and past usage, is the most practical and

convenient for them, and that said station is also more comvenient

fozr that portion ¢of the public loca:ed northerly of said station.

The question as to wi etner or not a s..atz.on should oe :

closed as an agency station is primarily a question of puolic con-f '

venience and necessity, and, in conmection therewith, the financial

results of the operation of the agency should be comsidered but a=e not, v

controlling. It Ls oux opinion that the carrier uhould not be verm.t---/

ted to discontinue a stat:.on agency 1£f the public cannol: be otnerw:.se

adeqguately zmd conveniently served. We £ind and conclude froz;z the

evidence of xecoxd that Southern Pacifilc Company and Raillway E:cpre‘s's

Agzency, Inc., should continue to provide their present respeéti.ve

=5



sexvices at West Palm Springs and that public'conveni¢§¢e_and ‘
necessity so require. -
ORDE!

A public hearing having been held, the Commission being

fully advised im the premises, and having found.faqts'an&~cdnéludéd’

as hereinabove set forth, B | |
IT IS ORDERED that Application No. 41385 be, and it

hexeby is, denied. | :
The effective date of this oxder shall be twenty‘days

[

aftex the date hereof.

Dated at melse , Califormia, this
C? day of




