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Decision No .. ---+G,..:;!~9~S~9~-

BEFORE 'rBE. PUBLIC trtILITIES COl1MISSION OF lEE SIATE: OF CALIFORNIA 

Inves~igation on the Commission's own ) 
motion into warehouse operative rights) 
of Southern CalifOrnia Freigh: Lines~ ) Case No. 6965 
~ corpors~i()n.. ~ 

C. J. Boddington, for respondent. . 
"Cari F. Peters,for Los Angeles Ware'housec.cn' s 

ASSOCiation, in'tcrested party. 
Elinore Chsrles~ for Commission staff. 

The Commission institu~ed the present inves'tigation on 

Septe~ber 13, 1960. Its purpose is to determine whether or no: 

respondent has acquired a prescriptive right as a wareho'llsemsn as 

tlult ter.n is defined :L.n Sec~ion 239 (b) of the Public Ut:t11'tie's 

Code, by reason of operations conducted in good faith on 

September 1, 1959, under tariffs and SChedules of resPondent 

i..."':c;.'"fully on file ~"it'h the Comm.ission. Respondent has fi.led 
. 1/ : 

certified responseS- to the order alleging that it was, in fact, 

operating certain floor space as a public utility warehouseman in 

good faith on said date under tariffs and schedules' iawfully on 

file with the CommiSSion. 

A public hearing was held before Examiner John Power at 

Los Angeles on .January 5, 19&1, and the matter s\lbmitted. 

Respondent's traffic manager testified 1n its behalf. 

It appears that, except for Calexico, 'all ofrespondentrs offered 

buil<:lings were its com:non carrier terminals. It hadperfo::m.cd. 

17 One tor each of fifteen loca~ions. 
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storage of the type cont:e:np~ated by Section 239 '(a) of the Public 

Utilities Co<te ~ that is, storage incidental to 'Cratlsportation_ Such' 

service was re:1dered un<S:er common carrier tariff items' Tltltil 

August 31~ 1959. Si:1ce then~ the space has been offered under public . 

wa:ehouse tariffs. 
.. 

Tee respondent has proviSions in its highWay common da-rrier 

tari~~ 
.... .y 

for storage of re:C'"Used~ unclaimed or will":'call freight. 

Also~ certain storage duties are imposed on carriers by bills of 
. 3/ 

lading which follow forms now in USe in the transportation industry: 

The following o:~er will give effeet to the fact that respondent's 

elai:ned rights <lS a public utility warehouseman, as defined in 

$ec'Cion 239(b) of the Public Utilities Codc, except at Calexico,. do 

not exist. It ~ll cancel its participation in public warehouso 

:ariffs. 'I'his action will not preclude res,?ondent from contf.nuing 

warehouse opera:ions. u::tder the terms of its COmIllon carrier tariffs 

when such operations arc: incidental t<> its transportation services 

or are required by .a laW£Cl bill of lading. 

The Commission finds that respondent was not con4ueting 

operations in good faith as a storer of property for the public ' 

generally within the meaning. of Section 239(b) on September 1, 19S5~ 

except .at calexico. Operations other than at Calexico, were condue~eG 

in connection with or to facilitate the transportation of property by 

a common carrier or vessel or the loading or . unloading of. propc:ty . 

'"g7 

2/ 

Respond.ent his, rules and rates for refUsed. or undelivered. ship- .. 
ments and stor.age as a participant in local and Joint Tariff No·~' 
16, Cal. ?U.C. No. 19~ issued by Pacific Coast Tariff Bureau~ 
C. R.Nickerson~ Agent, and in Local and Joint Freight 3ndExpress 
Tariff No. 4~ Cal. ?U.C. No. 4~ issued by Sou.thern Califoroia 
~reight Fo=wa~dors. 

e.g.., Uniform straight bills of lading pp. 165-170· of Western 
Classifiea'Cion No. 77 of J. P. Hackler, Tariff·Publish:lng· 
Officer, especially Secs. l(b) and 4(a) of contract'terms and· 
conditions. " 
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within the meaning of Sec1:ion 239 (a) of said Code~ for which no: . 

certificate, is required. 

The Commission further finds t:hat respondent W<l~, on 
September 1, 1959, operating as a public utility warehouseman the 

space at the location set forth in Appendix A attached to the 

following order, namely, Calexico, and that. such space at such 

location was operated in good fai.th under tariffs lawfully on· file. 

~th the Commission. 

ORDER 
---~-

I 

Investigatio~ having been instituted on the Ct:)mmission's 

OW'n ootion, the Commission basing its order upon the respons~ fiJ~ed 

by respondent:> the 1:ariffs, schedules and annual reports of 

::espondent, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. 'I'het by reason of operations in good faitl"1 on September 1,' 

1959, Southern California Freight Lines, a c~rporation, possesses 

a prescrlpti.ve right.as a public utility warehouseman 7 as that term 

is defined in Section 239(b) of the Public Utilities. Code, as 
specifi~lly set forth in Appendix A, which ~ythis reference-

is made a part hereof. ~: 

" 
2. 'I'b.at Southern California Freight Lines is hereby~' 

au~ho~ized and directed to cancel from its Warehouse Tariff the 

&?plicatiou therein of rates and charges at Bat(ersfield, Chula Vista,. 

Colton, :£1 Centro,. Escondido, Fresno, Hemet,. Indio, lV!odesto", 

Oce=side, Oxnard,. Salinas, Santa Ana and Watsonv-l.lle, said 

cancellation to be made within sixty days after the effective date 
., . 

of this order and on not less than five days r notice to the' Commission 

and to the public. 

.... 
-,)-' 
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I " 

3. That upon the effectiv.e date of this order ,this proceeding , 

is discontinue4. 

The Secreeary is directed t~ cause a certified copy of 

this orcler to be served forthwith upon respondent in this proceeding. 

The effective date of this·order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at ___ San=:..:Frn.n::..:.::::.;efam~","· ___ J California~ this __ q .... ,,_~_ 
day of MAY 
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Southern California Freight Lines possesses aprescrip.tive 

right as a public: utility warehouseman for the operation of storage" 

or warehouse floor space as follows: 

'Location 

Calexico 

Number of . Square 
Feet of Floor Space. 

. 5;:400. 

(The floor space shown above is exclusive of 
the 50,000 cquarc feet of eA~ansion permissible 
under Section 1051 of the Public Utilities\Co~e.) 

End of Appendix A 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision No. __ ....::6;:.:::::::,,:.::S;;.;S:;. ..... .;;;9;....-___ .. Ca$e No. 696-5 • 
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