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Decision No. 62051 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Investigation on the Commission's own ) 
motion into the operations and adequacy ) 
of service Qf SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY ) 
on that portion of the Shasta Route » 
within the County of Siskiyou. 

--------------------------------~) 

Case No. 6568 

John MacDonald Smith, for Southern Pacific Company, 
respondent. 

Randolph Collier, as an individual and as a State 
Senator, for ceresin of his constituents, 
interested parties. 

w. A. Barr, as an individual and 8S a member of the 
Board of Supervisors of Siskiyou County, 
interested parties. 

Joe G. Allen, for Butte Valley Farm Center and 
Siskiyou County Farm Bureau, interested 
parties. 

Walter S. Keele and John R. Archibald for 
Butte valley Farm Center, interested party. 

K. R. Burns, Legislative Representative, 
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, Lodge No. 458, 
for G. W. Ballard, State Representative, 
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, interested 
party. 

George W. Ballard, for California Legislative Board, 
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, A.F.L. - C.l.O., 
interested party. 

Hugh N. Orr and William C. Brieca, for the Commission 
scaff. 

FINAL OPINION 

On February 14, 1961, the Commission issued Decision 

No. 61511, herein, and provided in its inter~ order, among other 

things that: 

1. Respondent Southern Pacific Company shall 
schedule regular daily stops of its Passenger 
Trains Nos. 19 and 20 at Macdoel, California, 
until further order of this Commission. 

2. Respondent Southern Pacific Company s1'1all continue 
the flag stop of Passenger Trains Nos. 19 and 20 
at Mt. Shasta until further order of this Commission. 
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By letter dated March 21, 1961, counsel for the Southern 

Pacific Company wrote to this Commission in part as follows: 

hTrains Nos. 19 and 20 have been stopping as 
ordered for the last fift~en days, i.e., since 
M3rch 6, 1961. The United States Post Office 
Department ~as not mede use of this stop to 
exehenge mails ~nd has furthermore Qdvised us 
that they do not int€nd to make use of the stop. 

"In these circumsi:snces, it is our desire to be 
relieved of the requirements of the aforesaid 
interim order as soon as possible. This is to 
requesr. that the Commission either vacate the 
order on its own ~otion or assign the proceeding 
for further hearing at San Fr~ncisco Bt the 
earliest possible date, for the receipt of 
further evidence from respondent which will 
justify v~c3tion of the aforesaid order." 

In response to this request further hearing in this matter 

was held before Examiner Wilson E. Cline at Mt. Shasta on Saturday, 

April 22, 1961. 

Evidence was introduced Co show the totsl number of 

revenue passengers entraining and detraining Trains Nos. 19 and 20 

at Macdoel and Mt. Shast~ durir.g the period October 1, 1960, to 

March 31, 1961) inclusive, as follows: 

M~cdoel 

On Off 

2 3 

Train No. 19 

Mt .. Shasta 

On 

9 

Off 

7 

Macdoel 

On Off 

3 6 

Train No .. 20 

Mt .. Shasta 

On 

2 

Off 

23 

Two letters from the Post Office Department were intro­

cuced into evidence. A copy of Exhibit No. 9 which is ~ letter 

dated March 13, 1961, addressed to Mr .. Everett C. McKeage, President, 

Public Utilities Commission, and signed by John E. Painter, Di~ector) 

Domestic Mail Transportation, Post Office Department is attached 

hereto and made a part hereof, as Appendix A, and B copy of E~~ibit 

No. 7 which ia a copy of a letter dated ~rch 14, 1961, ~ddrcssed 
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to Honorable Harold T. (Bizz) Johnson, House of Representatives, 

Washington 25. D. e., and signed by Tyler Abell, Legislative 

Assistant. The Executive Assistant to the Postmaster General, 'Post 

Office Department, is attached hereto and made "spart hereof as 

Appendix B. 

The testimony of witnesses at the hearing contradicts the 

information received by Mr. Painter., as reflected by his letter 

(Appendix A), that the matl service provided the mail patrons in the 
, 

Macdoel area was not deteriorated by the discontinuance of direct 

train exchanges. The evidence shews that the delivery of some of 

the mail deposited in the post office Bt Macdoel is delayed up to 

twenty-four hours longer than it was prior to the discontinuance of 

the direct train exchanges at Macdoel. 

In the light of the record in this proceeding the 

Commission has carefully considered the following statements which 

appear on page 2 of Appendix B hereto: 

"The Post Office Department does not question the 
Public Utilities Commission order to stop these 
trains at Macdoel, but it has been decided to not 
establish the direct train exchange during the 
t~ial period. It is spparent that if these 
important mail carrying trains must stop at 
every community the expedited schedule could not 
be maintained and our efforts to improve the 
over·-all mail service for areas concerned would 
be more difficult and costly. 

"Because of the volume of mail involved, we 
could arrange non-atop exchanges of preferential 
mail with the trains at Macdoel, but this has not 
been requested. What is desired is the actual 
stopping of these trains at this station and, as 
stated, the Department does not believe this to 
be necessary from a =sil service standpoint. 

"If the Commission orders the company to stop 
these trains on a permanent basis we will esta­
blish the direct mail exchange, but under 
existing conditions, as explained, it is not 
believed advisable to do so at this time. 1I 
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The Commission having considered the evidence herein 

finds and concludes that public convenience and necessity require 

respondent (a) to continue the regularly sc:h€dU1s~~. stops of its ... ~.-" 

P~ssenger tr~ins Nos. 19 and 20 at Macdoel and (b) to continue the 

flag stop st Mt. Shasta. 

FINAL ORDER 

A public hearing having been held in the above-entitled 

~tter and the Commission being informed therein, now, therefore, 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Respondent Southern Pacific Company shall continue to 

:chedule regular daily stops of its Passenger Trains Nos. 19 and 20 

at Macdoel, California. 

2. Respondent Southern P~cific Company shall continue the 

fl~g stO? of Passenger Trains Nos. 19 ~nd 20 at Mt. Shasta. 

In ~ddition to the servi~e of copies of this decision upon 

the parties to this proceeding, the Secretary is directed to cause 

~crvice of this order to be made by registered mail upon the Sa~ 

Fr~ncisco Rcg:!.on~l Office of the Post Office Department, 79 Ne~.,. 

~ontgomery St=eet, San Francisco 5, Colifo=nia; the Assistant 

~ostmaster General) Bureau of Transpo=tation, Post Office Department, 
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Washington 25, D. C.; The Executive Assistant to the Postmaster 

General, Washington 25, D. C.; and Honorable Harold T. (Bizz) 

Johnson, House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 

The effective date of ~~!~ 2:21i snell DC cwenr} a!y~ 
s£cer ehe dace hereof. 

Dated at __ San~_Fran_e_Jsco ___ .. California. this S/.Az..t: 

day of _--",",27rd~, .... ~Q..,..<c..-_' 1961 t 

'·-~.Jd*.~ 
"'~ .... ' ...... "' .... ~ ..... -... ---... .~ 

commIssioners 

-
Commiss1oner Pot:or 'E. lit1 tel'lol'I • beins 
necessarily ~bsont, eid not pnrti~1pat9 
in ~ho 41GPo~1t1on ot ~h1~ proooe41~ 
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POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 

ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 
Bureau of Transportation 

Washington 25, D. C. 
March 13, 1961 

Mr. Everett C. HcKeage 
President 
Public Utilities Commission 
State of California 
Sacramento, california 

Dear y~. McKeage: 

A:pp. case-.-.,;;6:;...568~ __ _ 
:EXhibit No._9~ ___ _ 

Wi tlless-! Counsel Bricca 

Date: iJ!22/61 
Com. or Ex W. E. C. 

Tnis is in reference to your Commission Decision No. 61511, 
Case No. 6568, dated February 14, 1961, and the Interim Order to the 
Southern Pacific Company to schedule regular daily stops of its trains 
Nos. 19 and 20 ~t Macdoel, California, until further order of the Com­
::1ission. 

Paragraph 4 of the Inter~ Order indicates this is on a trial 
basis to provide the United States Post Office Department with the 
opportunity to authorize the exchange of ~ils with these trains. 

Trains 19 and 20, operating between Oakland, california and 
Portland, Oregoo, are the most important means of surface mail trans­
portation between these two major gatewoys including not only mail 
connections from these metropolitan ~ress but by connections be~cen 
ell california offices and Oregon and Washington offices. In our 
~fforts to provide mail patrons with the most expeditious mail ser­
vice pOSSible, we have consistently encouraged the railroad companies 
to schedule mail c~rrying trains to the fastest oversll transit time, 
to el~inate unnecessary dead time at mail transfer points and to re­
duce train stops at smaller local offices by providing supplemental 
h~~~wcy service. 

, The Southern Pacific Company has been very cooperative in this 
respect and has provided such suppl~ental truck service in agreement 
with the Post Office Department to shorten operating schedules. 
This supplement31 service has been established without addition31 cost 
to the Department, between Portland and Klamath Falls, Oregon, and 
between West Oakland, California and Klamath Falls, Oregon. 

It is not intended to imply the truck service elfminated all 
train stops as far as m3il is concerned, but it has served to reduce 
the mail voluce by transporting the bulk mails thus permitting the 
trains to exchange only preferential mails and reduce statioD time 
necessary for mail exchange. 

This procedure has resulted in the company being ~ble to 
shorten the train schedules between Portland and Oakland, california, 
by approxim8tely three hours, allowing the Post Office Department to 
p40cess and dispatch more mail to the trains by the lQter departure 
times and thus expedite delivery to mail patrons in the areas men­
tioned. 
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I am informed the mail service provided the mail patrons in 
~he liocdoel area was not deteriorated by the discontinuance of direct 
train exchanges, but if a direct exchange of first class and pre­
ferential mail is clesired, non-stop exchanges can be provided, the 
volume of mail to and from this community permitting such an exchange. 

It is noe our purpose to question the Commission's order in re­
oard to the stopping of these trains at ~~cdoel as a matter of public 
necessity. However, if our interpretation of the order is correct, 
it would seem the establishment of mail exchange with these two trains 
on c train stop basis for the trial period would serve to influence 
the Commission in the issuance of a permanent order, and would, in 
fact) add from six to ten minutes in the running schedules of the 
t'r~ins. 

This could well establish a precedent for many other communi­
ties served and if so would obviously prove a disadvantage to the 
Post Office Department in Our efforts to continually improve mail 
service. 

We h3ve, therefore, issued instructions to the San FranciSCO 
Region postal officials to defex: est~blishing direct exchanges at 
Y~cdoel with trains 19 and 20 during the tri~l period of your order. 

Sincerely yours, 

I sl JOHN E. PATh'TER., DIRECTOR 
Domestic Y~il Transportation 
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kpp. Ca::;e 6568 post OFFICE DEPARTMENT 
txhii;..it :~o. 7 The Executive J..ssistant to the Postmaster General 
Witr.es~: Counsel B~icea 
Date: ~/~U61 Washington 2$, D. C .. 
Com. or Ex. W. E. C. 

P.onor~ble Harold T. (Bizz) Jo~on 
House of Representatives 
7Ya:hington 25, D. C. 

Dea:' Congrec:msn: 

March 14, 1961 

RECrD 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMM 

STATE OF CAlIF 
1961 MAR 23 AM 9 II 

FltE NO: e-$68 

Following our telephone conversation and receipt of your letter of ~Arch 7, 
~ made illqdry in regard to the Butte Valley Farm Bureau requ.est of your office 
in their desire to have mail service restored in Southern Pacific trains 19 and 
20 at Ma.cDoo 1, California. 

I have le~ed that these train$ r~ve been scheduled as a flag stop at MacDoel 
for th~ detraining or entraining of passengers. If no passengers were ticketed 
to or from either train at tr.is station the trains would not :;top. Under such 
conditions the Post Office Department could not establish direct mail exchanges with 
t.."lc tr3ins on a regular frequency. 

These mail trains do transport mail from and to MacDoel and the surrounding 
~""e:l.; however by me!lns of higl'Iway service vi.'l. Dorris, Cal1tornia. 

The Poet Office Department ha~ for some time encouraged railroad companies 
to speed. up their m.ai 1 canying train schodules and in fact have further encouraged 
tt-e eomp<nies to furnish supplemental highway service to avoid excessive mail trans­
for -:imc a..."ld in r.:J.tr7 instances eliminate entirely the train stops for mail purposes 
',';:-:.e::l 'by so doing we could improve the over-all service and not d.eterior~te the mw.l 
service at the individual offices. 

The Southern Paci£ic Company has been most c~operative in this program and bas 
... s~blished supplementru. truck service segment5 between Portland., Oregon and Oak­
l.rmd., Cc..lifo:ni:l without additional cost to the Department. This has resulted in 
~he ocheclules of these two trams bE)i~ shortened by approximately three hours bet­
ween the rail t~:rmin.'lls and has expedited mail deliveries between Calii"or:na and 
Oregon and ':;a:;hington offices. 

The Public Utilities Commiseion of the State of California under date of 
Febl"'!;.aJ:"l'j 14" i~ued an Interim Order to the Southern Pacific Compa'l y to steip their 
-:rai ns 19 Mel. 20 at MacDoel on a t:r1.ctl b!lsis and further inCieated this would give 
the Post Office Dcp.9.rtment :u"l. opportunity to eS"'"...,q,blish direot mail e."(cbanges with 
... M t,rains. 
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The Post Office Dep~ent does not question the Public Utilities Commission 
o:-c.er to stop these tro.ins at MacDoel, but it hac been decided to not es~..ablioh 
the direct tr.nn exchange during tho tr10l period. It is appD.rent that it these 
important mail carrying trains must stop .at every community the expedited schedlle 
could not be maint.nned and our e!'f'ort~ to improve the over-all mai.l service for 
a...""eas concerned would be tlore di!'!,icult :md CO$t~. 

Because of the volume of mail involved, we could arrange non-stop exchaDges 
0: preferential mail with ':'he tr.:l.i.'"ls at MacDoel, but this has not been requG~ed. 
Vihat is desired. is the actual stopping of these trains at this station and" as 
stated., the Department does not believe this to be necessary .from a ma.i.l service 
st.-'llldpoint • 

If the Commis~ion orders the comp~ to stop these trains on a permanen~ basis 
we will establish the direct mail exchange, but under existing conditions" as ex.­
pl3ined, it is not believed advisablo to do so at this time. 

I will be h:lpPY' to ~sb Y.Ou wi tll t:J:ly add1tional infor.nation on the subject 
upon request, .mel I a~reciat.(l the opportunity to expl."lin thi~ particular matter. 

Sincerely yonrs, 

/ s/ m..ER ABELt 
legislative Ass1~tant 


