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Decis ion No. _--=6~2=-:3~3;;;;.4.;;:;. 

5EFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the ~tter of the Application of" ) 
THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH ) 
COMPANY, a corporation, for 3uthority ) 
to publish, file and ~lace in effect ) 
oxchange and interexchange retes in ) 
an exchange to be designated Walker ) 
Basin, Kern County, California ) 

--------------------------~) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Application No. 43373 

By this application, filed !YJ;ay t.~, 1961, The Pacific Tele­

phone and Telegraph Company seeks authority to establish an exchange 

to be known as Walker Basin, to file rates for exchange telephone 

service to be rendered therein, to establish a toll rate center for 

such exchange and to re-align existing exchange boundaries to accom­

modate the new exchange. The proposed Walker Basin exchenge is in 

Kern County and would include the communities of Caliente, Bealville, 

Loraine, Twin Oaks, Havilah and Walker Basin. The new exchange would 

be to the north of applicant's Tehach~pi exchange, to the east of 

applicant's Bakersfield exchange and to the south of the Kernville 

exchange of California Interstete Telephone Company. 

More than half of the area of the proposed Walker Basin 

exchange presently lies within ~pplicant's Tehachapi exchange. The 

balaDce of the ~rea lies in unfiled territory which it is hoped ~ill 

eeve10p as a recreational area. It is now served by 19 toll stations 

terminating in Bakersfield. That portion which presently lies within 

the Tehach~pi exchange is served by farmer lines on whiCh tbG~e ar.e 

some 18 subscribers. A high mountain range separates this portion of 

the exchange f=om the remainder of a1e Tehachapi exchange and there 

are no aecess roads between the two portions. 
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Applicant's canvass of the proposed Walker Basin exchange 

area resulted in 82 signed applications for service; 18 for business 

service and 64 for residential service. Of the 18 farmer-line sub­

scribers, 16 desire exchange service from Walker Basin. 

Applicant proposes to construct a central office building 

and provide dial service in the Walker Basin exchange. Ioll and other 

traffic requiring operator assistance would be furnished from Bakers­

field. The proposed toll rate center is at location BB 12-x in the 

Southwest ~rter of Section 10, To~ship 29 South, Range 32 East, 

Mount Diablo Base and Meridian. 

From the information before it in this matter, the Commis­

sion finds that the p~oposals of applicant are in the public interest 

and concludes that the requests of applicant shculd be granted. Public 

hearing in the ~tter is not necessary. Accordingly, 

Good cause Appearing therefor, 

IT IS ORDERED that The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph 

Company is hereby authorized (1) to establish an exchange to be known 

as Walker Basin with exchange and base rates areas as shown on 

E:.:hibit A attached to the application herein, (2) to re-establish 

and conform the northern boundary of the Tehachapi exchange so as to 

be coincident with said Walker Basin exchange, (3) to file and make 

effective coincident with the establishment of said Walker Basin 

exch~nge and on not less than five days' notice to the public and to 

this Commission, the exchange rates shown on Exhibit C attached to the 
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application herein and applicable to applicant's Group A exchanges, 

ana (4) to establish the toll rate center in the Walker Basin 

exchange at the hereinabove-desc~ibed location. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days after 

the date hereof. 
...·.n "'.l:aJ,I.~ " "" I Dated at __ --__ ... ____ , C31ifornia, this -./,2/U cLay of 

Q11 .. e,C/1 , 1961. 
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