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BEFORE tHE PUBLIC UTn.ITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

ID ~he matter of the application of 
PACIFIC GAS A..'ID ELECTRIC COMPAJ.W for 
aD order issuing a certificate of 
public convenience and necessi'cy to 
exercise the right, privilege and 
franchise granted to applicant by 
Ordinance No. 398 of the Board of 
Supervisors of ehe COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT, 
State of California. 

(Gas) 

OPINION .......... ....-._-----

) 
) 

~ .Application No. 44248 

~ 
) 

~ 
) 
) 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company, in this proceeding, 

requests a certificate of public convenience and necessity to exer­

cise the rights and privileges of a franchise granted by the County 

of Humboldt, California, permitting the installation, maintenance, 

and use of a gas distribution and transmission system in public 

roads of said county. 

the franchise referred to, a copy of which is attached to 

the application and designated as Exhibit A, was granted by the 

county pursuant to the provisions of tbe laws of the State of 

California which relate to the granting of franchises by counties' 

and is of indeterminate duration. A fee is payable annually to the 

county equivalent to 2 per cent of the gross receipts arising from' 

the use~ operat1on~ or posseSSion of the franchise. 

The costs incurred by applicant in obtaining the franchise 

are stated to have been $-392.95, which amount does not include costs 

inc1den"t to this application. 
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Applicant bas served gas,in portions of Humboldt County 

witbout competition for many years. As of December, 1960, it served 

7,270 customers within said county from approximately 230.43 miles 

of gas mains therein. 

Applicant alleges that the Garberville Gas Company provides 

a non-competitive propane gas service by means of a piped~ system 

in a portion of the unincorporated cotDmUnity of Garberville ~ at a 

considerable distance from the area where service is supplied by 

applicant, and that the certificate herein sought 1s not for the 

purpose of authorizing applicant to supply service within the portion 

of Humboldt County now supplied by tbe' Garberville Gas Company_ 

No objection to the granting of the requested certificate 

has been received. A public hearing is ,not necessary. 

After consideration it is hereby found as a fact that 

public convenience and necessity require the exercise by applicant 

of the right, privilege and franchise granted to applicant by 

Ordinance No. 398 of the County of Humboldt, California. 

the certificate of public convenience and necessity herein 

granted is subject to the following, provision of law: 

That the Commission shall have no, power to 
authorize the capitalization of the franchise 
involved herein or this cer~ificate of public 
convenience and necessity or the right t~ own, 
operate or enjoy such franchise or certificate 
of public convenience and necessity in excess 
of the amount (exclusive of any tax or annual 
charge) actually paid to the State or to- a 
political subdivision thereof as the consider­
ation for the grant of such franchise, certifi­
cate of public convenience,and necessity or 
right. 
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ORDER 

The above-entitled applicatioD having been filed, and 

the Commission being informed in the premises, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that: 

1. A ce~tificate of public convenience and necessity be and 

it is granted to Pacific Gas and Electric Company to exercise the 

rights and privileges granted by the County of Humboldt, California·, 

by Ordinance No·. 398,. adopted March 28, 1961. 

2. Pacific Gas and Electric Company shall Dot exercise ssid 

franchise for the purpose of supplyin~gas service in those parts 

or po~t1ons of said: county now being served' by Garberville Gas 

Ccnnpany. 

3. Pacific Gas and Electric Company shall not exercise said 

franchise for the purpose of supplying gas service in those parts 

or portions of Humboldt County not now being serveo' by it,. except 

through extensions of its existing system made i.n the ordinaxy 

course of business as contemplated by Section lOO~ of the Public 

Utilities Code. 

4. '!he Commission may hereafter, by appropriate proceeding 

and order, limit the authority herei.n granted to applicant as to 

any territory within said county not then being served by it. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the da~e hereof. 

Dated at ~ FranC=<» , Ca lifornia, this c.,;2.4. L 
day of ____ C2~(j~.-._;£:IoIIO;I. ----, ~. -f~, 

r-_~r.~£ 

Comc1~s1onor Peter E. M1tehell~ being 
neeo~~r1ly absent. ~1d not part1C1pa~ 
in the 41spos1t10n of this proceeding. 
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