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Decision No.

Application of SOUTEERN PACIFIC

COMPANY to giscontinue the

operation of passenger trains Nos. ..

223 and 224 between Oakland and Application No. 43990
Sacramento.

Charles W. Burkett, Jr., for Southern Pacific Company,
appiicant,
Ralph W, Lindsey, for the County of Contra Costa;
George W, Ballard, for the Brotherhood of Railxoad
rainmen - 3 Leonmard M. Wickliffe, for the
California State Legislative Committee Order of
Railway Conductors and Brakemen; G. R. Mitchell,
for the Brotherhood of Locomotive Enginecers;
William V, Ellis, for the Firemen, Enginemen and
Railroad Brotherhoods, California Legislative
Board; E. A. McMillan, for the Califormia State
Legislative Committee, Brotherhood of Railway
..Clerks; protestants.
William C. Bricca, William Peters and T. J. Canty,
or the Commission starr,

OPINION

Southern Pacific Company requests authority to discontinue

the "Senator" Trains Nos. 223 and 224 between Oakland and Sacramento
and Intermediate points.
A public hearing was held before Examiner Thomas E. Daly
on January 31, 1962, at San Francisco and the matter was submitted.
At the present time the Senator\trains are the only local
Passenger trains between Oakland and Sacramento serving Berkeley,
Rickmond, Crockett, Martinez, Suisun~Fairfield, Dixon and Davis as
intermediate points. Between applicant’'s terminals located at
3rd and Tovmsend Streets in San Francisco and 15th Street in Oakland .

a bus sexvice is provided under aﬁAarrangement with Western Greyhound
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Lines. The schedule on Train No. 224 specifies a departure time of‘
7:20 a.m. from San Francisco and an arrival time of 9:35 a.m. in
Sacramento. In the reverse direction the schedule on Train No. 223
specifies a departure time of 5:00 p.m. from Sacramento and an
arrival time of 7:05 p.m. in San Francisco. The scheduled time in
transit, therefore, is 2 hours and 15 minutes eastbound and 2 houxs
and 5 minutes westbound, The trains consist of one diesel engine
and a single 76-passenger, lightweight chaix cax.

In addition to the Sénator trains applicant operates
taree "Overland" route trains in each direction between Oakland and
Sacramento, three "Shasta" route trains over the route between
Oakland and Davis, and two San Joaquin Valley trains ovex the route
between Martinez and Oakland., Althdugh the schedules on most of
the througli passenger trains specify that reservations arc required
it was asserted that tickets for local service c;n these trains may
be purchased at any time, If the authority herein sought were |
graated applicant would have only the transcontinental fra:f.ns, the
"City of San Francisco" Nos. 101 and 102 and the Overland Nos. 27
and 28, operating between the San Francisco Bay Area and Sacramento
for passenger service. Train No. 102 leaves San Franci.sco: at 3:05
p.n. and arrives at Sacramento at 5:35 p.m. Train No. 101 leaves

Sacramento at 3:30 a.m. and arrives ot San Francisco at 11:20 a.m.

The corresponding t'lmcst for No. 28 are L:55 p.in. and 4:10 p.m., and !

for No. 27 cre 10:10 a.m. and 12:40 p.m. Applicant has recently
£iled on apptication with the Interstato Commerce Commission to
discontinue the Overland Tralns Nos. 27 and 28,

The Shasta Trains Nos. 9, 10, 11 and 12 provide a through

troin sexvice between Oakland and Davis., A comnecting bus sexvice
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is provided on these schedules by the Western Greyhound Lines between

San Fraocisco and Oakland and between Davis and Sacramento. The
schedules on the Shasta trains are as follows:

Train No. 10 Lv S 7:20 a.m,

Tista Noo 11 Iv Sac 5:30 bum:

Train No. 9 Lv Sac 8:40 p.m.

According to applicant the patronage 6n the Senatox trains

has continuously diminished to the point where Train No, 223
averages 29 passengers dally and Train No. 224 avefages”ZS-passengers
daily. Groups of school children assertedly compose é large numbexr
of the passengers. Applicant's assistant vice president of passenger
traffic testified that during the year 1961 wages for the trainmen
and enginemen alone exceeded gross revenue by $37,280. The loss:has
continued, the witness stated, notwithstanding the fact that éppli-.
cant has expended a total of $8,223 on newspaper and radio adver-
tising for the Senator trains during the period January 23, 1961 to
April 11, 1961l. The witness attributed the loss of passeﬁger |
traffic to the fact that U,S. Highway 40 between San Francisco and
Sacramento Is a modexrm divided fieeway ovexr which private automobiles
can make the journey In approximately 1 hour and 40Amipqtes;‘ In
addition thereto, he testified that The Greyhound Corporation
operates 26 schedules‘daily from San Francisco to Sacramento and
25 schedules daily from Sacramento to San Francisco. Of these, 16
of the westbound schedules and 15 of the eastbound schedules provide
3 monstop express sexvice with an elapsed travel time of 1 hour and
45 minutes. The witness furthexr testified that the Senator :iains
nust also meet the competition of three airlines which operate a

total of 35 Schedules daily between San Francisco and Sacramento.
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Exhibit No. 7 was introduced by the staff and indicates
that a field check of the Semator trains was conducted on January 10,
14, 18 and 21, 1962, The staff witness testified that the chair car
was clean and comfortable. The passengexr count' for the days checked
was as follows: o
Sunday
Jan. 10 Jan, 18 Jan., 14
Ton T Off 5 Off

j

San Francisco
Oakland
Berkeley
Crockett
Martinez
Fairfield
Dixon

Davis
Sacramento
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A check of tbefpassengeré indicated that 1 out of 3 was

riding on a pass., The check did not indicate how many of the non- |
revenue passengers were riding on company business,
The daily average revenue passengers carried on Trains

Nos. 223 and 224 for the years 1958 to 1961, inclusive, axe as |

follows:
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Year Train No. 223 Train No. 224

1958 | 30
1959 28
1960 | 26

1961 29

2%
20
17
23

The staff also introduced in evidence Exhibit No. 8, which

showed the results of operations on an out-of-pocket basis for the

Senator trains for the 12-month period ending November 30, 1961, and

which may be summarized as: follows:

1.
2.
3.

4o

S.

6.

7.

8.

%

Passenger Train Sexvice

Revenue
Expense
Net Revenue

IntexService Adjustments
to bxpense

Freight Service Performed for
Benefit of Passenger Sexrvice

Passenger Sexvice Performed fox
Benefit of Freight Service

Net Intersexvice Expense
Adjustment

Total Operations
Net Income
Income Tax Adjustment

Net After Tncome Tax
Adjustment

(Red .Figure)

$ 30,028
170,831
$(140,803)

401
(12,370)
(L1,969)

(128, 834)

(58,491)

Tae s of $70,343 is an amount by which the staff

estimated that applicant's operating loss would be offset by a tax

credit,
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A representative of the Board of Supervisors of Contra
Costa County read into the record a letter from thé chailrman of the
board, which stated, in effect, that the county was in dire need of

an integrated transportation systém and that applicant should be
required to meet its obligations‘as a public utility and should not

be permitted to further reduce its passengex service. Representatives
of the brotherhoods argued that applicant should mot be permitted to
abandon the last local paSsenger trains between Sacramento and the

San Francisco Bay Area.

The Commission is mindful of the fact that by Decision
No. 61221 dated December 20, 1960, in Application No. 42468, it
denied applicant the authority it again seeks in this proceeding.

Based upon the recoxd the Commission was of theVOpiﬁion that perhaps
applicant, with a more comscientious effort, could stimulate interest
in local train service between the San Francisco Bay Area and
Sacramento. Since that time applicant has spent a substantial amouné
in advertising the Senator trains but the effect on patronage has
been negligible. _

It is trxue that under appropriate cilrcumstances the v
Commission can requixe a railroad to provide a particular sexvice "
at a loss when so justified by public convenience and necessity.

Where, however, the public for-ail practicai purposes has abandoned

the sexrvice there is no reason to require the railroad to continue \\\
operating at a loss. MNotice of hearing in the instemt proceé&ing_ ,
was publisied in papers of gemeral circulation and Chambers of

Commerce within the affected area. With the exception of Contra

Costa Comty no interest was indicated.

Unfortunately, in this modern age of speed, Qith ité

emphasis on saving time, it appears that because of the slow schedule

~6-
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2nd the naturally imposed Inconvenience caused by the combined bus
&ad rail service for passengers having San Francisco as their point )
of origin or destination, the traveling public has in effect e
cbandoned its use of the Senator trains.

After consideration, the Commission finds énd concludes
that public convenience and necessity no lomger require the operation
of applicant's Trains Nos. 223 and 224.

Application‘having been filed and the Cdmﬁission‘being
informed in the premises, |
IT IS ORDERED that:
1. Not earlier than Jume 1, 1962, and on not less than ten

days' notice to the Commission and to the public, Southern Pacific

Company may discontinue the operation of the Senator Trains Nos.
223 and 224, |

2. Notice of discontinuence of serviece shall be published in
papers of gemeral circulation at least once, moxe than fifteen days
before discontinuance of serviece and such notice shall be poSted'for:
a period of fifteen days priox to disconéinuance of service on

Trains Nos. 223 and 224 and at all of applicant's stations sexved
by saild trains. |
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3. Prior to discontinuance of service, applicant shall Md
its timetables presently on file with this Comission to reflect
the authoxrity herein granted. ;

The effective date of this order shall be twenty d'ays‘
aftexr the date hexeof.
Dated at San Francisco , California, this

/27> day of [ Dpail , 1962,

Commissioner Everett C. McKoage, boing
necessarily abdbsent, did net participave
in tho disposition of "this proceodiags




