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BEFORE !BE PUBLIC trIILITIES COMMISSION OF Tim STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Iu ~e Ma~~er of the Application ) 
of DOMINGUEZ WATER CORPORA'XION, ) 
a California corporation, for an ,) 
order authorizing and approving ) 
an agreement by and between appli-) 
cant and County of Los Angeles ) 
transfening from said County to ) 
applicant the Hammerton Tract ) 
water distribution system. ") 

--------------------------) 
OPINION 

Application No. 44141 
(Filed January 25,1962) 

--------
Applicant is a public utility, and it and its predecessor, 

DomillgUez Water Company, a cor?Oration, for many years have been 

distributing domestic water in an area containing approximately 

35 sq,uare miles, including portions of the Cities of Torrance, Long 

Beach and Los Angeles and a portion of the County of Los Angeles. 

AS of January 31, 1962, it had 19,200 active service connections. 

Included in its service area is the Hammerton Tract in Los Angeles 

County territory. This tract is bounc!ed by James S'treet on the 

north, a line 190 feet east of North Walnut Avenue on the, east, a 

liue 150 feet south of East Ro.ad on the south, and Normandie Avenue 

on me.·west. In add.i~ion, the tract includes .an area 360 feet in 
•• < ,'~, 

width, extending east from North Walnut Avenue on· eacbside of East 
, .' 

Road, a. d:i.stance of approximately 1,100 feet .. Commencing on April 11, . . : , 
1927, this area'rec~ived, and now receives, water via lines taerein 

owned by the County of'Los Angeles, and leased" to app1icane's pre­

decessor in int~t and applicant. By this lease agreement the 
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County owns the mains, hya.rants, and fittings in the tract, and a 

main on Normandie Avenue supplY-;...ng wat'er tl"1ereto, ana. the applicant's 

predecessor :installed and owned, and the applicant now owns, the 

meters and services therein. This agreement as modified from time 

to time is present1y in effect. rne mains heretofore referred to 

are unlined Belgian cast-iron ballast pipe, are approximately 13,825 

feet in length and of the following sizes: 1,025 :::eet of S-inch, 

7,100 feet of 6-inch, and 5,700 feet of 4 ... inch. These mains are in 

a deteriorated condition, according to the allegations of the 

application. As a result, and in order to continue the water supply, 

on September 25, 1961, the applicant: and the County executed an 

agreement for the transfer to the applicant, without any cash con­

sideration, of the mains and appurtenances in the !-!ammerton Tract, 

it being agreed that the applicant would rehabilitate the system 

therein, the County having determined that the value of the real 

P'roperty :i.:c. said tract was not sufficient to justify an assessment 

thereon to raise funds for the rehabilitation of the system (EXhibit 

j'Dlt to the application). 

On September 25, 1961, the County of los Angeles and 

applicant executed a lease agreem.cn~ (Exhibit '~' 1:0 the application) 

leasing 'to applicant for 99 years from September 25, 1961, the right 

to flow and transport wa.ter through certain :immovable cast-iron pipe 

line totaling l,437'fee~ ~ le~ consisting of 1,296 feet of 4-

inch and 141 feet of 2-inch extending under the surface of Normandie 

Avenue between 208th Street, and a point 141 feet north of 204th 
~ .... ...... 

Street. The purpose of said line is to enable applicant to provide 
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water to the 'kIamm.erton Tract. Applicant now has no pipe line which 

it can use 'to 'transport water to said area, anel consumers have been 

~pplied,through the said 4- and 2-ioch cast-iron line pursuant to' 

exist:ing lease agreements with the County of Los Angeles. On 

October 31, 1961, the County of Los Angeles executed a quitcla~ 

deed and bill of sale transferring to applicant all of its rignt, 

title and interest in the water mains, pipes) connections) and' other 

facilities, installed and used for distributing water to the 

Rarnmerton 'tract. 

Applicant alleges that its reasons for re~estfng 

authority to execute the agreements and leases referred to are that 

the !:Iamm.erton Tract system is w-lthin the service area of the 

applicant: and its predecessor in interest; that tb.rough the leasing 

arran.gem.ents referred to applicant has served and distributed water 

to the consumers in the tract; and that the County of Los Angeles 

does not desire to rehabilitate the system. Applicant further 

alleges that it bas the means and the water with which to provide 

service to the consumers, and that the service will be at applicant's 

filed tariff rates. 

Applicant requests that the Cocmission: (1) a,pprove the 

be£oremen~ioned trans~er and lease 'agreements executed on September 

25 ~ '1961 by applicant a,nd the Coun'cy of Los Angeles; and (2) 
, . 

authorize applicant to accept: the quitclaim deed and 'bill of sale 

executed by the County in favor of applicant on October 31~ 1961 

(Exhibit "Ffl to the application).' 

,A Commission staff engineer investigat.ed this matter snd 

determined that there are 435 meters within the area; that the cost 

of rehabilitating the system in conformance wich General Order 103 
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standards will be approximately $42,00'0; that the applicant plans 

to rehabilitate the systen over a period of five years; and that the 

financing of the improvements will be included within its normal 

anangement for additional plant. The results of the engineer's 

investigation indicate that the acquisition and rehabilitation of 

the plant by applicant will not result in any burden upon applicant's 

other customers and that nc> main ex'tension charges should apply to 

existing customers within the tract. 

We find that the granting of the requested authority is 

not adverse to the public interest. The applicant will be authorized 

to carry out said agreements and to. accept said quitcla~ deed and 

bill of sale. A public hearing. is not necessary. 

ORDER ------
Good cause appearing, IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Applicant is authorized to carry out the terms and condi­

tions of the transfer and lease agreements (Exhibits "0" and "Ett to 

the application) executed by applicant and the County of Los Angeles 

on September 25, 1961. 
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2. Applicant is authorized to accept: the quitclaim deed and 

bill of sale (Exhibit "Fit to the application) executed by said 

County in the applicant's favor on Cetober 31, 1961. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty clays 

after the date hereof. 
~ Fr3nClSCQ I. i--Dated at ________ , California, this __ 'tV_._ 

day of ___ -.MA .... YL--___ , 1962. 


