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Decision No. -----

BEFORE tHE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE SXAlE OF CALIFORNIA 

I~ the Matter of the ApplicatioD of ) 
NORl'HWESl'ERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY ) 
for authori ty to ab8Xldotl,. retire and ) 
remove ttacks,. appurten8Xlces aDd fae1l- ) 
ities located ill the Ciey of Santa Rosa, ) 
COUllty of Sonoma, State of Ca1ifortlia.. ) 

--------------------------------) 

Application No. 43919 
(Filed November 1.>, 19,6-1) 

R.3Ddolph Karr a:Dd Harold S. Lentz, 
for applica:ot. 

J&!les Logan Smith, J. Michael Joell, 
aDd Gre~o~ Jones. Jr., for the City 
of Santa Rosa, interested party. 

Norman Johnson, for, interested parties in 
the area as protestaDts. 

Martin J. LewiS, for the CommiseioD staff. 

OPINION -- ...... _---

Northwestern Pacific Railroad Com~y~ by the above-entitled 

p=oceeding, requests authority to abaDdoD aDd remove certain tracks 

and facilities ill Santa Rosa. A duly noticed public hear~Jlg was 

held on this applicatio~ before Examiner Rowe o~ February 13, 1962,. 

in SaDta Rosa. EvideDce both oral aDd documentary was adduced' and 

the matter submitted for decision. 

Applicant and the City of Santa Rosa presented evidence 

i~ favor of the application. The test1mollY of protestants consisted 

of statements that those who presently have individual Switching 

tracks or spurs to their establishments will lose the betlefit of the 

lower railroad rates charged by truckers to shippers and receivers 

of freight who are located on the tracks proposed to be abandoned 

aDd that evexl rail shipments, if these facili.ties are authorized to 

be aballdoned, will eost more sir:ee such freight :if unloaded from rail

road cars east of U. S. Highway 101 must be further carried by truck 
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to the ul~imate poiDt of delivery. Much of the persuasive force of 

the above wanes weD it is realized, as the record shows, that the 

vol\lXlle of shipmetlts itlvolved to the protestaIlts 8l'2d others by rail 

h.s.s decreased itl the last few years. 

CoIlsider1Dg the evidetlce introduced entirely from the 

standpoint of public iIlterest and safety it favors granting this 

applieatiotl. U. S. Highway 101 is to be converted into a freeway 

aDd the problem of sep.ara.ti~g the grade from this siDgle track will 

re~uire as a mioimum $650,000 in added public funds. The tracks in 

questioD preseDtly iDtersect aD area zoned for multiple dwellings. 

As a matter of public safety teo UDtleCeSSa~ grade c.rossings ~ll be 

ell.millatea itl additiotl to that over U. S. Highway 101 and the two 

frotltage roads paralleliDg it. the only reservatiotl expressed by 

the C:!.ty itl supportitlg the application was the fear that the railroad 

might not sell this property or place it to a proper use in accordaDce 

with the local zoning requiremeDts. It 'Would seem that the Coau:nissiotl 

CaD leave this matter to the City aDd applicaDt without attemptillg 

to impose involved restrictioDs UPOD the railroad as to its use or 

dispositioD of what will become its notloperativa property. 

The Commissio~ fi~ds that the tracks proposed t~ be Ab~-' 

do~ed are DO longer required by public cotlveDietlce aDd necess,ity~ 

As a eo~sequeDee the COmmissioD is of the opiIlion aDd fiDds that 

upotl thirty days t tlotice to the public' aJld tc> the CommiS;SiOD appli

ea:ot should be authorized to aba:ndotl:~ retire and remove the railroad 

tracks as hereitla£ter provided. 

~ne conclusions reached ae=ein are without prejudice to 

p:otestants' rights to seek lower lawful rates for their transporta

tion requirements through any appropriate means. 
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Public hearing having. been held aDd based upon the above 

fitld1ngs, 

IT IS ORDERED that after the effective date hereof and on 

or before January 1, 1964, and within 1:hree months after budgeting 

of fUDds by State of California, Division of Highways, for freeway 

CODstruction OD U. S. Highway 101 'through SaDta Rosa, cd upon thirty 

days t DOtice to the Commission and to the public by posting in at 

least four public places aloDg the tracks and' by publication, app11-

CaDt is authorized to abandon and remove all its railroad tracks, 

appurtenances and facilities from the land as described in its appl1~ 

cation' and in Appendix A attached hereto and by reference made a 

part hereof. 

The effective date of ch:1a order shall be twenty days after 

the date hereof. 

Dated At _______ S_SlJl_Fm._,_!'_cl_5CO ____ , california, this 

day of _______ ~_~A_Y._1 ___ _ 


