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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

NORTHWESTIERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

for authority to abandon, retire and

remove tracks, appurtenances and facil- Application No. 43919
ities located in the City of Santa Rosa, (Filed November 15, 1961)
County of Soncma, State of California.

Randolph Karr and Harold S. Lentz,
for applicant.

James logan Smith, J, Michael Joell,
and Gregory Jones, Jr., for the City
of Santa Rosa, interested party.

Norman Johnson, for interested parxties in
the area as protestants.

Martin J. Lewis, for the Commiscion staff.

OPINION

. ~

Northwestern Pacific Railroad Cbmpahy; by the above-entitled
proceeding, requests authority to abandon and remove certain tracks
and facilities in Santa Rosa. A duly noticed public hearing was
held on this application before Examiner Rowe op February 13, 1962,
io Santa Rosa. Evidence both oral and documentary was adducéd'and
the matter submitted for decision.

Applicant and the City of Santa Rosa presented evidence
ia favor of the applic#tion. The testimony of protestants consisted
of statements that thése who presently have individual switching
tracks or spurs to their establishments will lose the benefit of the
lower railroad rates charged by truckers to shippers and receivers
of freight who are located on the tracks proposed to be abandoned
and that even rail shipmeots, if these facilities are authoxized to
be abandoned, will cost moxe since such freight if unloaded from rail-

road cars east of U. S. Highway 10l must be furthexr carxied by truck
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to the ultimate point of delivery. Much of the persu#sive force of
the above wanes when it is realized, as the record shows, that the
volume of shipments involved to the protestants and others by rail
has decreased in the last few years.

Considering the evidence introduced entirely from the
standpoint of public interest and safety it favors granting this
application. U. S. Highway 101 {s to be conmverted into a freewsy
and the problem of separating the grade from this single track will
require as a minimum $650,000 in added public funds. The tracks in
quéstion presently intersect am area zoned fbr'multiplg‘dwellings.

As a matter of public safety ten unnecessary grade crossings will be
eliminated in addition to that over U. S, Highway 101 and the two
frontage roads paralleling it. The only resexvation expressed by

the City io supporting the application was the fear that the railroad
might not sell this property orx place it to a proper use in accordance
with the local zoning requirements. It would seem that the Commission -
can leave this matter to the City and applicaht without attempting

to impose involved restrictions upon the railrocad as to its use or
disposition of what will become its nomoperative property.

The Commission finds that the tracks proposed to-Be‘abah-'
doned are mo longer required by public convenience and pecessity.

As a consequence the Coumission is of the opinion and finds that
tpon thirty dayé‘ notice to the public and to the Cbmmi§§105‘aﬁb1i-
cant should be authorized to abandon, retire and remove the railroad
tracks as hereinafter provided. _ o

The conclusions reached herein are without pfejudice to
protestants' rights to seck lower lawful rates for their transporta-

tion requirements through any appropriate means.
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Public hearing having been held and based upon the above
findings, - .

IT IS ORDERED that after the effective date hereof and op
or before January 1, 1964, and within three months after budgeting
of funds by State of California, Division of Highways, for freeway
construction oo U. S. Highway 101 through Santa Rosa, and upon thirty
days' notice to the Commission and to che public by poscing in at
least four public places along the tracks and by publication, appli-
cant is authorized to abandon and remove all its railroad tracks,
appurtenances and facilities from theiland as described in its appli-
cation and in Appendix A attached hereto and by reference made a
part hereof. |

The effective date of this orxder shall be twenty days after
the date hereof,

Dated at San Franclsco » California, this 37’5“
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