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BEFCRZ 'I'EE l?UBLI: UTn..l:rIES CO~vrISSION OF TriE S'l'A'IE OF CALIFORNIA· 

) 

Complainant, 

v. 
Case No. 7317 

TEE ?ACD:IC 'IELEPHONE 
A..1IID 'l'E'LEG'RA..~ CO~.ANY, ) 
a eOl.-po'ration, 

Defendant. ~ 

J05eT.>h or. Forno, for complainant. 
~ler, Felix & Hall, by A. J. Rrappman, Jr~, 

for defendant. 
~oger Arnebergh, by Cha~'!.es E. Greenberg, 

Deputy City At'Corney, ior Police Department 
of the City of Los Angeles, intervener. 

OPINION 
---~---

By the complaint herein, 'filed on April 9, 1962, Chester 

Gee requests an order of this Commission that tl"lC deiendant, The 

Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company, a corporation, be required 

to reinstall telephone service at 394 South Norton Ave., Los 

Angeles 5, California. 

By Decision No. 63580, dated April 17, 19S2, the Com

mission ordered that the defendant restore telephone service to 

the complafnant pending £~;ther Commission order. 

On A~ril 30, 1962, the telephone company filed an answer, 

~e principal allegation of whieh was tha'C the 'i:elep'b.one company, 

purS1'Joant to Decision No. ~·14.15, datec:I April S~ 19l:.e~ :.n Case 
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No. 4930 (47 cal. P.U.C. 853), on or about March 19~ 1962) had 

reasonable cause 'to believe that 'the telephone services. furnished 

to Che~ter ~ Gee under numbers WE 9-4285· and WE 4-2094 at 

894 South Norton Avenue, Los Angeles, California, were being or 

were to be used as inst'r\mlentalileies direcely or indirectly to 

violate or to aid and abet the violation of 'the law~ and that 

having such reasonable cause the ·defendant was required to dis

connect the services pursuant to this Commission's Decision 

No. 41415. 

A public hear~blg was held in Los Angeles on May 28~ 1962, 

before Examiner Robert D. DeWolf and the matter was submitted on 

the same date. 

EYldbit No. 1 is a 1e'tter dated March 16, 1962, from the 

Chief of Police of the City of Los Angeles to the defendant, ad

viSing the defendant that the telephones furnished to Chester Sang 

~e \XI!der nlJlIlbers WE 42094 and WE 94285, and two extensions, were 

being used for the purpose of disseminating horse racing informa

tion which was being used in connection with bookmaking in viola

tion of Section 337a of the Penal Code, and requesting that the 

telephone company disconnect the services. !he position of the 

telephone company was that it had acted with reasonable cause as 

that term is used in Decision No. 41415 in disconnecting the tele~ 

phone services inasmuch as it had received the letter designated 

as· Exhibit No.1. 

Complainant testified that he is in the wholesale meat 

business and gets phone calls at home from cafes before go-ins to 

his store and has grea.t need for such telephone service. His 
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wife, Violet, was arrested and charged with making bets, but: the 

case was dismissed March 28, 1962. He testified that he hag not 

used the telephone for any unlawful purposes and will Dot do so 

in the future. 

There was no testimony offered by any la.w enforcement 

agency.. A deputy city attorney for the police department examined 

complainant. 

After full consideration of this record, we find that 

the telephone company's action was based upon reasonable cause 

as that term is used in Decision No .. 41415, and we further find 

that the evidence fails to show that the complainant's telephone 

was used for any illegal purpose, and that therefore the com

plainant is entitled to restoration of telephone service .. 

The complaint of Chester Gee against The Pacific Tele

phone and Telegraph Company, a corporation, having. been filed, 

a public hearing having been held thereon, the Commission being 

fully advised in the premises and basing its decision upon the 

evidence herein, 

IT IS ORDERED that the order of the Commission in 

Decision No. 63580, dated April 17, 1962, in case No. 7317, tem

porarily restoring telephone servi.ce to the complainant, be made 
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permanent~ such restoration being subject to all duly authorized 

rules and regulations of the telephone company· and to the existing 

applicable law. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Franckec , California~ this __ I_O_-ct._ 
day of __ ~..;;.;~ ..... ~ ...... o ~'J---' 1962. 


