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Decision No. '-----

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UI'ILIIIES COMMISSION OF THE STA.TE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
.JAMES and mERESA CARP!GNANO~ dba ) 
WEST SAN MARTIN WATER. WORKS for a /) 
certificate of public conveniencj ) 
and necessity to operate a water ) 
system ill West SaXl M.arti1:l a:ad £0 ) 
authori ty to i'Dcrease the rates / ) 
for service. ~ 

Norris Udell,~._~or ,ap'p'lic;ants. 

Application No. 43450 

Arthur c. FegaD~ for the Commission staff. 

SECOND INTERIM OPINION ANn ORDZR 

By this a.pplication ~ James acd Theresa Carpigca:co (West 

S~ Martin Water Works) have sought a certificate of public con­

venience and necessity and authoriey to i'Dcrease water rates. By 

this COmmission's Deeision No. 62887, issued December 5, 1961, appli­

eants were found to be operating as a public utility, were accorded 

interim rate relief designed to halt financial losses, were directed 

to prepare a detailed report and program for bringing the water system 

up to the standards of this Commission t s General Order No. 10l, aDd' 

were prohibited from serving additional customers until further order 

of the Coramission. Aetion respecting applicants' request for a 

certifieate was eeferred, pending further hearings in the matter. 

Applicat'lts retained the services of a firm. of registered 

civil engineers and filed their report with the Commission on June 6, 

1962. Ihereafter, on Ju:ce 22, 1962~ an additional day of public 

hearing was held with respect thereto before Examiner F. E. Emerson 

at SaIl Martin. At this hea.rillg, applieants pres~tlted evidence 

regarding the improvem.ents they propose to make, the possib-le program 

of CODstruetio~ and the costs thereof. The Commission staff 
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prese~ted testimo~y respecting minimum needs of the water systen. 

An applicant for new water service) who had by letter appealed to 

the r~mmission for a lifting of the prohibition against serving new 

customers) attended the hearing and his situation was explored on the 

:record. 

Applicants' proposal is to provide a new source of sup~ly 

for the system) rehabilitate the existing well and pumping facilities) 

iDseall over 4,400 feet of new water' maiDS :[~ public roads so as to­

permit discoDncceion of nonutility lines which now cross private 

parcels of lands, aDd to provide means whereby the lines may be 

flushed out. They are ready aDd willing to proceed with the necessary 

construction upon receiving approval of their plans. 

Applicants' plaDS a.:nd construction specifications, which 

have a total estimated cose of about $40)000, have been carefully 

checked by engineers of the CommiSSion's staff and the staff has 

reported favorably thereon. However, the construceion would provide 

larger mains than those now needed to meet the minimumrequ!renents 

of General Order No-. 103 and would enable applicants to serve m4Dy 

more customers thaD are presently connected to or available for 

COllllection to the system. ReduciDg the size of the proposed new maillS 

from the specified 8-illch and 6-inch mains to the lesser sizes of 

6-iDch and 4-iDeh mains, as recommended by the staff engit)eer) would 

reduce the over-all cost of the project by about $>,615·. 

It) view of the evidet)ce, the Commission finds that appli­

eanes' constructiOD project should be approved and that the same, 

as modified by the recommendations of the staff engilleer, is Xleeded 

in order adequately to serve the consumiDg public in San MartiD. 

Should applicants install the larger mains which they propose, 

service to the public will be enhaDcedj however, the additiollal costs 

thereof may Dot properly £11ld their way iDtO' rate base until such 
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time as future system. growth would warraDt such lX)clusioX). ApplicalJts 

will be directed to uDdertake '00 less thaD the required improvements. 

IX) cODllectioD with applicacts' project, certaiD rearraDge­

ments of customers' litles aDd the relocation of meters will be 

Decessary. It is the responsibility of applicants to provide, in 

accordance with their rules on file with this Commission~ the COD­

nectioD from the main to the customer's proper~ liDe and to set the 

new meter. It is the responsibility of the customer to- rearrange his 

piping to accept service at the new location. Ibe cooperative effort 

of utility aDd eustomer is expected in each lnStsllce. 

ID view of the evideDce respecting the adequacy of the 

present system to serve one additional customer~ applicants will be 

directed to establish a resideDtial service connection to the proper~ 

of o. F. Spann on West SaD Martin AVeDue west of Sewell Avenue. 

ACtiOD respectiDg the issuance of a certificate will be 

deferred pending completioD of applicants r constr'U,ctioD project aDd 

a detenniDatioD as to the adequacy of the system at the time of such 

completioD. 

Applicants have requested that fiDal actioD respecting 

their request for increased rates be d~erred pending completion of 

the CODstruction project and the determiDation of the actual costs 

thereof. This matter~ therefore, will be held iD abeyaDce, aDd 

further heariDg the~eoD will be UDdertaken followiDg such completioD. 

Based upon the evidence and the foregoiDg finoiDg, 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Applicants, by not later tb.aD January 31~ 1963, shall have 

installed and io proper operation no less than the facilities speci­

fied in their engineers' report~ as modified by the recommeDdations 

of the CommissioD staff eDginee: as set: forth in the record in this 

proceediDg and as hereiDabove discussed-; aDd within -teD days there­

after ~ applieax1ts shall Doti£y this Commissio:c, in wri tiD&., of the 

completion of the same. 
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2. Applicaota shall proceed to establish ODe Dew resideDtial 

service cODDectioD to the property, aD West SaD MartiD Avenue, 

oecupiecl by O. F. SpaDD. 

3. OI:Itil further order of this Commission applicanta ahall 

DOt establish a Dew service cODDeetioa (1) to MJy Dew customer, 

o~er thaD that established iD accordaDce with paragraph 2 above, 

or (2) to any parcel of land Dot served by app11caDU' water system 

on or before December 31, 1961. 

'lbe effKti ve date of this order shall be ten days after 

the date hereof. 

Dated at ____ San~Frano...-_ciseo ___ , california, this :lyit 
day of ___ .J_'U_L_Y, ____ , 1962. 

CoDiD1ssloners 

Co:ci~sio~or ~rcdorick B. Holobott. boing 
noce~r.~~~ly ~~scnt. did not pcrt1ci~ate 
in tho ri1:;.po::.it.1on 0: thi:;. proceoding. 
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