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Decision No. 64:1-80 

BEFORE THE' PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of SOUTHERN PACIFIC ) 
~OM?k~ for an order ~rescribing ) 
its establ~shed timetable speed~ 
~s the permissi~le speeds for 
the operation of trains within 
the San F~do Valley portion 
of the City of Los Angeles. 

Commission investigation ~to the 
safety> maintenance,. operations, ) 
use and 'Orotection 0 f ce:tain 
crossings at grade of pu1>lic 
streets and the tracks of the 
Southern P~cific Company in the 
~ Fernando Valley portion of 
the City of Los Angeles, the City 
of Burbank and the City of San 
Fe=nando~ all in the State of 
california. 

Application No.. 44596 
(Filed June 28, 1962) 

Case No. 7406 

E. D. YeOtMns and J~es w. Obri~--" for Southern 
Pacific C::--:rtpany> applieellt ana respondent. 

Ro~rt E. J~es, for the City of S.2n Fernando, 
resp¢nac~:: .. 

Roger .Arnebcrgh, City Attorney, by Arthur Karma, 
Deputy City Attorney, for tbe City of Los 
Angeles; Wa~en P. Marsd~~ for State Depart-
ment of ruSlic ~orks, D~vision of Highways; 
Gecr~e Y1. Ballar~ for Brotherhood of Railroad 
Trai"t:nen, AtL-C:t; G. R. M.i.tchc:!ll, for Brother
hood of Locomotive ~~g~neers; Robert w. Jackson. 
for the P~norama City Chamber of Commerce; 
TO"H'son or. YJacla.ren, for Northridge Chamber 0'£ 
66~.~rce and varleywide Committee on Streets 
and Highways; Donald D. Lorenzen, f.or Wes~ Val
l~ Associated Ch~er of COmmerce and Valley-
wide Setter. Government Committee; ;r~mes Ste.:lley, 
for Valle~de Street, Highw~y ~ Transpor~ation 
Committee; Paul Mccann, for West Valley Associated 
Cham~ of COmmerce and Valleywide Better Govern
m.er.t Cotmtittee; and Jem J .. Willey,., for loco
motive Engineers, Divis~on 125, interested parties. 

Timothy E. TreacL for the Commission staff. 
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INTERIM OPINION 

Public hearings on the above proceedings were held in 

Burbank before Commissioner Everett C. McKeage and Examiner Kent C. 

Rogers on August l3~ 1962. and before Examiner Kent C. Rogers on 

August 14 and 15~ 1962. 

Oral .and documentary evidence was adduced and' 'theappli

cation of Southern Pacific Company (Company) and the issue of the 

closing of Greg Avenue were submitted. 

Company offered evidence that it had agreed to' install 

Standard No. 8 flashing light signals supplemented by automatic 

ga.tes at all crossings on its Coast and Valley Lines in San Fernando 

Valley within the City of Los Angeles, except at the crossings of 

Chatsworth Street~ Crossing No. E-444.7; Lassen Street~ Crossing 

No. E-445.7; and Greg Avenue, Crossing No. B-469.0. It recommended 

that Greg Avenue be closed and offere~ evidence in support thereof 

showing that the street only ran for a block and that the roadways 

of San Fernando Road on both sides of its right of'way permitted 

traffic to operate in both directions and the crossing of Hollywood 

'Way was .23 of a mile in one direction and that Arvilla was .33 of 

a mile in the other di~ection and that the traffic count at this 

crossing was only approximately 263 vehicles per day_ Company also 

produced evidence that it had submitted to the City of Los Angeles 

(City) an agreement executed by it covering certain crossings on 

the Coast Line in the City providing for the installation of two- (2) 

fl&sbing light signals in accordance with Standard No. a of General 

Order No. 75-B of the Public Utilities COmmiSSion) supplemented by 
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automatic gates et the'follOwiDg crosslDgs: 

De Soto Avenue 
Lindley Avenue 
Woodley Avenue 
Coldwater CaDyon 
Bellaire Avenue 

CrOSSiDg N.,. 

E-446,.8 
E-450.4 
E-452.9 
E-4S7.0 
E-457.3: 

• 

!he agreement also provided for the installation of 

Standard No. 8 flashing light signals, at Chatsworth Street and tassen 

Street. A similar agreement covering the crossing at Clybource 

Avenue, Crossing No. E-460.2, which is partly in the City of 

3u::bank> providing for the installation of Standard No:. 8 flashing 

signals with automatic gates was also executed aDd submitted to the 

Ciey of Los Angeles. 

Evidence was introduced that arraDgements had been made 

tI.'ith the City of Burbank for the iDstallatioD of StaDdard No. 8 

flashing light Signals supplemented by automatic gates at Buena 

Vista Street, Crossing No. E-46l.5, and Hollywood Way,. CrOSSiDg 

No. E-460.8,. and like arrangemen.ts with. the State at D.evonshire 

Street, CrossiDg No. E-445.2,. which is a State Highway on the Coast 

Line. 

Company also stated it was willing to proceed with the 

installation of Standard No. ~ flaShing light si~als at all cross

iDgS 00 its Burbaok Branch in Sac Fernando Valley. 

Company produced evidence to· show that a speed of 60 miles 

per hour is a reasonable speed at grade crOSSings in the San Fernando 
" 

Valley wheD equipped with Standard No. S flashing light s,:tgcals, 

supplemetltecl wich crossiDg gates,. aDd that because of the low vehic

ular traffic at Chatsworth. and Lassen Streets,. a speed of 60 miles 

per hOtJr would be a reasonable speed if said crossings were equipped 

t-.~th Standa:d No.8 flashing light· Signals • 
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Evidence was also introduced that speed restrictions 

below 60 miles per bour caused serious operating pro~lem$ and 

resulted in delays to freight and passengers and vehicular traffic 

using the crossing streets.' 

The Commission staff presented its evidence recommending 

that all crossj.!lgs on the Coast and Valley LineS;t except Chatsworth 

Street a:1c': Greg Avenue, be improved with Standard No. a flashing 

light si~ls, supplemented by automatic gates, and recommended 

tOat Greg Avenue cross inS be closed and that ~t ChatGWorth Street 

Standard No. 8' £lashl..ng light sig::lals -:'e installed. 

The staff ~~eness also recommended that upon such improve

ments being made, speed restrictions below 60 miles per hour should 

be removed. The witness in his direct testimony recommended that 

Lassen Street be equipped with automatic gates as well as Standard 

No. S flashing lights but upon later. examination;t be testified that 

the automatic gates could be delayed in order to permit the progres:s 

of th~ work under the pending. agreements between the Southern Pacific 

alld the City to go forward without delay. He further recommended 

that in the near future automatic gates be provided at this <:ross

ing, but.said that in the meantime, because of the low densiey of 

the use of this crossing at: the present time, a speed of 60 miles: 

per hour 'W'ith Standard No. a: flashing light signals would not be 

opposed. 

The staff witness also recommended that all crossings on 

the Burbank Br.;mch be improved with Standard No,. 8" flashing light 

signals and made certain specific additional recommenda.tions as to 

certain of;the crossings. 
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The Ci~ and the Company stated that they bad reached' an 

agreement subject to the approval of the Commission that an order~ 

effective upon issuance, be issued to provide that Company will 

restrict its speeds at grade crossings in the City in San Fernando 

Valley to a maximum speed of 35 miles- per hour with the following 

exceptions: 

(a) Where the crossing is or becomes protected by Standard 

No.8 flashing light signals supplemented by automatic crossing 

gates~ the restriction will not apply. 

~) At Chatsworth and Lassen Streets, the restriction will 

no longer ap~ly upon the installation of Standard No.8 flashing 

light signals. 

It was also agreed that the hearings on the remaining 

issues in the above proceedings be continued until September 5;. 1962 .. 

As it appears that the agreement between the City of Los

Angeles and Southern Pacific Company is in conformity with the rec

ommendations of the staff of the Commission and that an order as 

requested is in the public interest to assist in the improvement of 

the crossing protection as set forth in this opinion~ and upon the, 

assuranee of Southern Pacific Company and the City of Los Angeles 

that every effort will be made by both parties to- see that such, 

crossing protection is installed as 800n as possible> an order will 

be issued accordingly. 

INTERIM ORDER 

Public hearings having been held on the above-entitled ap

plication, the Commission being fully advi,sedin the premises, 
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IT IS ORDERED that~ 

1. SouthCrD Pacific CompaDy sl~ll restrict the speed of its 

trai:os at grade crossitJgs iII =he City of Los Angeles in SaD FertlaDdo 

Valley to a. maximum. of 35 miles per hour with the followiDg excep

·tiODS: 

(a) Where the crossiDg is or becomes protected by 

Standard No.8 flashiDg light sigoals, supplemented by automatic 

crossing gates, the restriction shall Dot apply~ 

(b) At Chatsworth aDd Lassen Streets, the restriction 

shall DO longer apply UPOD the installatioD of Seandard No-. 8" flash

ing light signals.. 

2. In all situations where the 35 miles per hour restrictiuD 

does Dot apply, SouthertJ Pacific Compally shall restrict the speed of 

its trains in the Ci ty of Los Angeles in San Fernando Valley to a 

maximum speed of 60 miles per hour. 

S. !he crossing of Greg Avenue, crOSSing ~o. 3-469.0, is 

hereby ordered physically closed to vehicular traffic. All pavemeDt 

withi.:l the right of way shall be removed" and the right of way shall 

be barricaded. Costs of such work shall be borne by the Southern 

Pacific Company_ 

4. He~ings en the remaining issues in the above proceediDgs 

will be held At times acd ?laces determined by the CommiSSion. 

-6-



e -A;.. 44596. C. 7406 ~ CH* 

5. lhis arder shall become effective upon issuance, except 

as to the closing of Greg Avenue, which· part of said, order shall 

become effective cwentydays after the date hereof. 

Dated' at:-____ .:t;;;.; ... ;.;. .... ;..~~.:.:."ct:;;:. !CCl:;;.;;;~1 ___ , california, this 

~~d~Of~~~~·~'~kxL~· ______ _ 

COiiiDIssioners 

Com:n1~~1onor Foter E. ~atcholl. boing 
llecoss~rilj tI:o~ont, c.1d not partiCipate 
in the d1S~osit1on o~ this pro~ood1Dt. 
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