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64203 
Decision No. ____ _ 

\ 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES cm~~SSION OF TEE, STATE OF' CALIFORNIA 

IA the Matter of the Application of ) 
'R. C. Ellis, A.gen.t, tor permisslo.o. ) 
~o cancel commodity rates applicable ) 
on Butter, Cb.eese, iv.argar1ne, Eggs ) 
and Ice CI'eam l-iJ.X pUblished in R.C. ) 
Ellis, Agent, Local & Joint Tarifr ) 
i4A, Cal.P.U.C. No. ,1, (James C. ) 
coughlin, agent series) ) 

Application. No. l.r4;88 
(Filed June 2'5, 1962) 

OPlm ONANR ORDER':' 

PlY this application, R.C. Ellis, Agent, seeks authority 

u.~der Section ~~ of the Public Utilities Code to cancel, on five 

days' notice, certain c01'!lmodity rates cm:-rently published ,on bellalf' 

ot california lY~otor Traneport Co. (0.1'1. T.) and Calif o I"lli a Motor- £x:p:ress, , 
Ltd. (C.M..E.). 

The rates herein involved apply for the transportation of 

eggs, butter, n:.argarine, cheese and ice cream mix between specitl.ed 

po:1.:lts in Callfornia. These are comn.odl.ties, for "'lucn tempera.ture 

co:ctrol is generally re~uired •. Appll.cant states that, prior to the 

recent aCC).Uisitlon of tbe operative ri&ht of J. Christenson Co. by 

C.l'1.T., the operating authorities of C.lvi.T .. and C.1vI..E. permitted only 

restricted hand1.ing ot refrigerated traffic. Conse'iuelltly, the amount 

of such traffic was negligible and the levels of r~tes published 

t:aereon 1n Xar1f:t:' No .. '~-A were of lit.tle concern or importance. With 

acquisition ot J. Christenson Co., however, the traffic volume is 

expected to be substantial. J. Christenson Co. specialized in the 

transportation of commodities requiring temperature control, including 

those involved herein. 

1 

The rates are published :i.n Items 2548, 2565, 2:566·, 2'567, 2'568 0'£ 
R.C. Ellis Agent, Local and Joint Frel..gilt and: Express Tariff' No. 
1Lr-A, cal.P.U.C. No. , (series of James C. Coughlin, Agent) .. 
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Applicant asserts that the rates proposed to be canceled 

~o not cover the out-of-pocket. costs of bandling and transporting , 

the traffic. They re1'lect rates established some twenty years ago 

which have not been ~creased over the years commensurate with the 

increases round to be justified and required on eOIllmodities subj.ect 

to the min1m'l.lm rate orders of" the Commission. The rates proposed to 

be assessed are those which. were maintained by the predecessor, J .. 

C.nristenson Co. These rates have been adopted by California Hotor 

Transport Co., effective June 12, 1962', pursuant to its acquisition 

of the operative rights 01' J. Christenson Co. by authority 0'£ 

Decisions Nos. 63~18 and 63730 in Application No .. 44193, and are 
-,-

published in Local and Joint Freight, Tariff' No. 1-:3, cal.p' .. u;'C. No .. 

6 (series of" J. Christenson Co.).. Assertedly, these rates bea.r a 

closer relationship to the costs of handling the traffic th~ do the 

r~tes published in Ts.rlff No. tl+-A or R. C. ElliS, Agent. Applicant 

alleges that, the rates ~d charges proposed to be observed will be 

just and reasonable in all respects. 

T~e application shows that prior to the filing of this 

application the rate proposal was discussed ?y applicant with respon

sible representatives of the Calif'ornia Farm BUreau Federation" 

Foremost Dairies, Inc., Best Foods, carnation Co., Durkee Famous Foods, 

Kraft Foods Co., Standard Brands, Inc. and others. The' application 

shows that, on or about June 25, 1962', a copy thereof was served by 

mail upon each of these partl.es, including. the California Xrucklng 

.,\ssociations, Inc. 'rne COmmission has received written- replies from 

several of th.e shippers at!ected. All of" these shippers support the 

proposal, and one states that it favors the granting of such author'1ty 

on an ex parte basis. No objection to' the proposed rate canc.ellations 

has been recelved. 

-2-



,.' A. 41+588 - se 

In the CJ.rcumstances, it appea.rs, and the Commission finds 

that cac.celld.tion of the rates as proposed. by applicant on less t:o.an 

statutory notice, ancl the resulting increased rates which will apply 

after said eaneellat~on, are justified. A publle hearing 1s not 

necessary. The application will be granted. 

Good cause appearing, 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1 .. R.C. Ellis is hereby authorized to eancel, on behalf or 

californJ.a Motor 'Xransport Co. and California Motor Express, Ltd .. , 

commodity rates· currently named. 1n Items 251+8, 2$65, 2566, 2567' and 

2568 0:(' R.C. Ellis, Agent, Local &.:1.0." .JOint Fre1gb.t and Expre$s Tariff 

No .. 1lr-A, COol.? U.C. No. 1 (series or James C. Coughlin, Agent.) .. 

2. Tariff' publieatioAS authorized to be made as a resUlt 

of the order herem TJJay be mad~ ef'fecti ve not earlier tnao. ten days 

ai"ter the e!:CeetJ.ve date hereof' on not less than ten d.ays' no'tice to 

the Co~ss~on and to the public. 

3· The a'\4thori ty nere:l.n granted shall expire unless. 

exercised '\rntm.n !l1nety days a.fter the e!!ectlve date or this· order. 

!!U.S order shall become ef'f'ec·tive twenty days after the 

date hereof'. 

Dated at San Fr&lleiseo, California, this, .. t{ti..w;.;: __ day o"r 

September, , 96~. 


