
Decision No. 64310 -------
::3ErORZ !HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE' OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of 
ca'TRAL CALIFORNIA. TELEPHONE COMP'.A1'TY, 

) 
) 
) ~ Califoroia corporation, for authority 

to establish a Fa:mersville District 
Area and Fe:mersvi~le Special Rate Area; 
to es'tab1:i.sh extcnecci area service 
tb.erein; to establish extended area 
:ates in eonnee~ion therewith; and to 
withdraw Visalia Foreign Exchange 
tariffs. 

) Application No. 443l&.2 
) (Filed April 11, 1962) 
) First Amendment Filed ! June 29. 1962 

--------------------------------~) 
Application of THE PACIFIC TElEPHONE R.M> ) 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY for authorit~ to estab- ) 
:"1s11. the Farmersville special rate area ) 
within the Visalia exchange-. ) 

--------------------------------~) 

Application No. 44469 
(Filed May 21,. 1962) 

Orrick, Dahl<tuist~ Herrington & Sutcliffe by 
~arren A. Palme=,. for Central California 
telephone Company; Arthur I. George & Maurice 
D. L. Fuller by Maurice D. L. Fuller, Jr.,. 
for The Pacific Telephone ana Telegraph 
Company~ applicants. 

William L. Knecht, for California Farm Bureau 
Federation; and Neal C. Hasbrook,. for 
California Independent Telephone /$sociation; 
interested parties. 

Willi3m E. Nichols,. for the Commdssion staff. 

OPINION ----------

These applications were consolidated and heard before 

Examin~r Ca:ol T. Co~fey at Vis.alia on July 12, 1962, and were sub­

mitted on July 23~ 1962, upon receipt of late-filed Exhibit 9. 

Copies of the applications and the notice of hearing were served in 

accor~nce with the Commission's procedural rules. The hearing was 

at'tended by approximately 15 members of the public, none of whom 

p:otested the applicants' requests. 

Ap'~lic2ntst Requests 

Central California Telephone Company (Central) requests 

authority to establish the Farmersville district area within its 
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Zxeter exchange and the Fa~ersville special rate area within this 

district ar~a~ to provide extended area service between said areas 

and the Visalia exchange of The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph 

Company (Pacific), to make effective rates for extended area se~-vice 

in said areas~ and to withdraw filed tariffs for Visalia residence 

foreign exchange service in the Exeter exchange. 

Pacific requests authority to establish the Farmersville 

speci~l ra~e area in its Visalia exchange, to make effective pro­

posed rates within the special rate area, and to withdraw suburban 

telephone services within the special rate area .. 

Proposed Areas 

~armersville is a farm community about 2-1/2 miles south­

east of Visalia and about 3 miles west of Exeter. It was incorpo­

reted as a city in 1960. the COt:lllOll boundary of Central's Exeter 

exChange and Pacific's Visalia exchange divides the city. 

Within the portion of Farmersville served by Central are 

approxixnately 174 telephone subscribers receiving service from 

Central's Exeter exchange and 87 subscribers receiving foreign 

cxch~nge service from Pacific's Visalia excha~ge-. Pacific serves 

ap~roximately 330 subscribers in its proposed Farmersville special 

Central proposes to establish a Farmersville district area 

to extend from the north to the south boundary of its Exeter 

exchange, varying from 1/2 mile to 1-1/2 miles in width from the 

e."\.-trem.e western boundary of the Exeter exchange; and' to establish 

a special rate area therein which will include the portion of the 

Ci:ty of Parmersville and the area kno'Wn as Cameron Creek served by 

Central. 
Pacific also pr~o~cs to establish a Farmersville special 

X'$"l:e area which will include that pottion of the City of Farmersville 

'i."i.thin Pacific' $ Visalia cxchaDge. Pacific intends to rcques"t 
approval by tariff filing t:o establish extended area service between 
Visalia and Central's Farmersville special rate and district areaS 

~lthout any change in exchange service rates. 
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Central canvassed 204 suoscribers in its proposed areas to 

determine which of the proposed services were desired. Nineteen 

inquiries were not retu--oed and twO replies were against the pro­

posals. Pacific alleges that numerous individuals aud th~ 

Far.mersville City Council have requested that it furnish ~ban 

service without mileage charges. 

Proposed Service 

Graded telephone service is proposed by Central for its 

subscribers within its special r.ate area. Outside Central's special 

r~te area, but within its district area, it proposes to offer sub­

urban service or graded service plus mileage calculnted to the 

cearest point of the sp~cial rate area. In addition, to satisfy the­

community of interest, Central proposes to furnish its subscribers 

~nthin its special rate ~nd district areas extended arca service to 

Pacific's Vis~lia exchange, including the communities of Ivanhoe and 

Pacific's portion of Farmersville. Central further proposes to con­

tinue to offer to subse~ibers within its proposed areas exCha~e 
service to all Exeter subscribers. Since the necessity for Visalia 

suburba:l foreign exchange service-will be eliminated by its proposed 

~reas~ Central proposes to withdraw filed tariffs for this service~ 

Pacific proposes to establish within its Farmersville 

speci31 r.'3.te area rates without mileage charges for urban grades of 

service and to withdraw the suburban service now offered and fur-, 

nished within said area. Establishment of the proposed special rate 

Drea will satisfy, Pacific alleges, the demand for urban grades of 

service. With such services available in Pacific '5 to-be-established 

Farmersville special rate area, it is further alleged, there will no 

longer be a demand or requlrement for suburban serv:[ee within said 

~re3. 

Pacific's. witness testified that Exhibit B attached t~ its 

application is not meant to imply that farmer line service will be 
offered within the ,special rate area but will be provided from the 
special rate ares. 
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Proposed Rates 

Central's proposed rates in its Farmersville area are set 

forth in tariff form in Exhibit 9. !be rates for basic services are 

set forth below: 

Grade of Service 
l-Party 

2-Party 

4-Party 

Suburban 

Foreign ExChange 

Farmer Line Foreign Exchange 

Rate Per Month 
Business Rates ~Resiaence'&atcs 

Present Proposed Pre$en~ Proposed 
Local * Extended Local * Extended 
$6.00 $lO.25 $4.00 $$.0> 

4.1$ 7 .. 80 

4.00 6.30 

3.50 3.50 

2.10 

3.10 

4.25 

2.00 

3.50 

4.00 

2 .. 00 

* Plus suburban mileage Charges on urban serviees. 

Pacific proposes rates for primary urban services within 

its Farmersville special rate area equivalent toV1salia base rates 

plus an increment equal to 2/4 suburban mileage charge. The follow­

ing :abulat1on shows present and proposed rates for primary services 

wi~h Pacific's speeial rate area: 

Business 
Business 

l-Party 

2-Party 

:PBX :trunks 

Semi?ub11c 

Suburban 

Residence 
I-Party 

2-Party 

L:.-Party 

S".burban 

Fart:ler Line 

R~te Per Month 

Present* 

$ 9'.25 

7.10 

13.75 

1.00 plus 
.24 per day 

5.60 

2.15 

$: 4.65 

3.60 

3.00 

3.50 

1 .. 20 

Proposed 

$-10.25 

7.80 

14.75-

z.oo. ' plus 
.24, per day 

2.35 

$: 5.65-

4.30 . 

3-.50 

l.4O 

* Plus suburban mileage charges on urban services .. 
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Position of :nterested Parties 

The Mayor of Farmersville urged it was imperative that 

Farmersville be united so that subscribers could call from. one side 

of town to 'the other. 

The California Farm Bureau Federation opposed the closing 

of Schedule A-ll for foreign exchange farmer line service. Central 

did not establish lack of demand for this service. 

!be staff cODcurred in the proposals of the applicants, 

indicating tb..at 1:he cost of introduction of extended service 

appeared to be at a reasonable level. 

Findings 

Upon consideration of the evidence the Commission finds· 

as follows: 

1. '!he p:oposalsof the applicants are in the public interest 

except for the proposal of Central to cancel foreign exchange farmer 

line service. 

2. !he increase in rates for the telephone service authorized 

herein is justified. Further the present rates and charges~ insofar 

as they differ therefrom,will become unreasonable on such date as 

the proposed services are instituted. 

Public hearing having been held and based upon the 

evidence therein adduced> 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. After the effective date of this order and on or before 

one year after said effective date, in conformance with General 

Order No,. 96-A, Centr.al is au'tb.orized to file tariff schedules 
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revised to show the Farmersville dlstrict area and the Farmersville 

special rate area within its Exeter exchange with boundaries sub­

stantially as delineated on EXhibit 3 in this proceeding and to file 

the tariff schedules substantially as set forth in Exhibit 9 in this 

proe~eding, with the exception of Exchange Service Schedulc' A-ll for 

Foreign E.."'Cchenge Farmer Line Service. Said tariff schedules are to 

be effective under the authority herein granted coincident with 

introduction of extended area service between Pacific's Visalia 

exchange and CeD.tral' s said areas and shall become effective upon 

five days~ notice to this Commission and to the public after filing 

as l'l.ereinabove pro'\~de<!. 

2. Central is auti'l.orized to withdraw Visalia residence 

fo:eign exchange service in the Exeter exchange coincident with 

the introduction of the services herein au~hor:tzcd. 

3. Central's request to close to future applicants Exchange 

Service Schcdul~ No. A-ll, Foreign Exchange Farmer Line Service, is 

cenie<!. 

4. .\fter the effective date of this order and on or before 

o~c hundred and twenty days after said effective date, in conform­

ence with General Order No. 96-A, Pacific is authorized to file 

tariff schedules revised to show the Farmersville special rate area 

within its Visalia exchange wi~ boundaries substantially as del in­

e3ted on Exhibit A attached ~o Pacific'S application and to show 

rates for service within said special rate area a~ set forth on 

Exhibit B attached to said application, except farmer line service 

s'h.3ll be provided from, but not within·) said special rate area. 

Said tarif~ schedules are tc be effective on the date special rate 

area service is fi:st rendered to the public under the authority 
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herein granted and shall become effective upon five days' notice 

to this Commission and to the public after filing as hereinabove 

provid.ed. 

the effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 
BaZl ~-- .., c- ; ~ Dated at _______ ~ _____ • California, this ~ u:. 

day of __ ......a·S~E ..... I' .... T):'_M:o...R~1='.;.:.k' ____ , 1962. 
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