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Decision No. _6_4_3_7_7 ___ _ 

'BEFCRE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES, COMMISSION OF TIlE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

Application of SOtMrdERN PACIFIC ) 
COM?}NY for an order prescribing ) 
its established timetable speeds ) 
as the perQissible speeds for ) 
the operation of ttains within ) 
the San Fernando Valley portion ) 
of the City of Los Angeles. ) 

~ 
COmmission investigation into the~ 
safety ~ maintenance ~ operations, 
usc 3nd p=otcction of certain 
crossings at grade of public ) 
streets and the tracks of the ) 
Southern Pacific Company in the ) 
San Fernando Valley portion of ) 
the City of Los Angeles, the City) 
of Burbank and the City of San ) 
Fernando, all in the State of, ) 
California. ) 

------------------------~) 

Application No. 445~~ 

(Filed June 28, 1~62) 

Case No. 7406 

Additional Appearance 

~!Cha=e D. Gravell~> for tbeCo=cissicn staff. 

OPINION -------

~ , ... 

\.' 
(_. . ... .;,.:: . 

An additional day of he.:lring in the above proceeding was 

held in Los Angeles before Examiner Kent C. Rogers on September 5:, 

1962, at which evidence was presented and at the conclusion the 

matter was submitted. 

As a result of three days of hearing in Burbank on these 

matters an intertm opinion and order (Decision No. 64l80) was 

issued. This deciSion prescribed tha speed' limits ae 
t.be ~o3SingS embraced itt. ~e Order of Investigation 1n 

Case No. 7406, thus dete'rm1ning the. issues presented in 
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Application No. 44596. It o;~.as agreed at the outset of the 

September 5" 1962" bearing that the additional issues to; be' deter­

mined are (1) the timing of exossing gates, and (2) the types of 

lights and signals to be used in conj unction with railxoad~cxossing 

protection whexe the crossing is closely adjacent to a J:l1.ghway. 

'!be staff witness recommended. among other things, that 

at ~be crossings in question~ (1) approach circuits and t~ 

relays at all gate-protected crossings be adjusted so tbat gate 

m:ms will be in a lowered position for approximately 25' seconds. 

with t:iIae limits of from 20 to 30 seconds in .advance of the 

normally fastest train, and (2) where gate-protected cxossings, are 

within 200 feet ofa signalized street intersection, the traffic 

signals be interconnected with. railroad signals and the pre-emption. 

pbase initi~ted by an approacbing train first display a gxeen 

interval of sufficient limit to clear all vebicles £rom the track 

area. 

A '\o1itness for the city of Los Angeles testified that in bis 

cp1:don the design of tho pxo-cmpt1on' phase traff:lc s:tgnals whicb the 

city installs is moxo feasible tban the. design xecomended by the 

engineer; that in 1.958- it recommended coordinated' signals whereby 

the intersecting street traffic sbould be stopped by flashing red" 

lights rather than green Signals (Exhibit 62); and that green 

clearance signals conflict with the red crossing signals and 

create a bazard. The city also presented a study, based on tests 

made on non-gated railroad C'rossings in the Harbor District, 

conclud:l.ng that xed and amber light warning signals at railroad 

crossings in the vicinity of street crossings axe safer than the 

green signals recommended by the staff (Exhibit 64)~ 
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We find that there is no persuasive evidence in tbe 

record to outweigh the recommendation of the Commission's engineer 

that gate arms be lowered 20 ~o 30 seconds in advance of the 

normally fastest train; that where gate-protected crossings are 

within 200 feet of a signalized street tntersection, the traffic 

signals should be interconnected with railroad signals; and in 

the pre-emption phase initiated by an approaching train the 

traffic signals should first present agxeen signal. With respect 

~o the pre-emption pbase, the green signal is essential tG allow 

vehicles "trapped" on the t:recks to move to safety 0 

We tbexefore ffnd and conclude tbatrecommendations Nos. 6 

&lQ. 7 in Exhibit 4S should be embraced in the order herem. 

ORDER ... --~ ... 
Xl::e COII:Jll1ss1ou having found as above and good cause 

appearing, 

r.r: IS ORDERED that; 

l~ At all crossings listed in the order of investigation 

bc%cin, wbere p::otected by automatic crossing. gates, eitber now 

or in tbe future, approach circuits and timing rc lays shall be 

adjusted so that the gate-arms will be fn a lowered position for 

approximately 25 seconds with limits of from- 20 to 30 seconds in 

advance of tbe normally fastest train. 

2. 'Where gate-protected crossings are now or in the fature 

within 200 feet of a signalized street' :lntersection~ the 
-

respective traffic signals and railroad signals sball be tnter-

connected so that the pre-emption pbase tnitiatedby an 

approaching tra:l:n shall display a green interval of sufficient 

length to clear vebicles &om the track. 
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3. l'be Southern Pacific Company shall within ODe year after 

tbe date hereof comply with the prov1a1on of ordering. paragrapb 1 

at these crossings already equipped with automatic gates. 

4. '!be City of Los Angel~s shall within ninety days after 

the date hereof comply with the p:rovis1ons: of ordering paragraph 2 

at those crossings already equipped with automatic· gates-. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty clays 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at ____ ;;:;..;;;;.;;;;;;;;;;;,,; _____ , California" this 

~ day of OCTOBER 


