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Decision No. 6504

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TFE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of THE ATCHISON, )

TOPEKA AND SANTA FE RAIIWAY )

COMPANY, a coxporation, foxr ) Application No. 44771
authority to discontinue )

agency sexvice at its station )

at Buena Park, Orange County,
State of California.

Filed September 5, 1962
Anmended October 15, 1662

)
)
)

Matthew Z. Witteman, for applicant.

J. W. Fitzgerald, for Order of Railroad Telegraphers,
and Qete R. Struckman, protestants.

Johm P. Ukleja, Zor tbe Commission staff.

Applicant seeks authoxity to discontinue its agency serv-
ice at Buena Park, County of Qrange, State of Califormia, and to
Temove the station building, alleging that the primary needs of
that poxtion of the public which utilizes the transportation serv-
ices of applicant at said station can be adequately and efficient;y;,
sexved by its agency station located at Fullexton wiich 13
4.5 miles east from Buena Park.

Protestants contend that shipments of cattle and live-
stock in carloads to Buena Park, to be unloaded at the stockyards
there, require the services of a local agent at time of delivexy
and that the volume of business at said station justifies retention
of the local agent.

A public hearing duly noticed by publication, posting,
and service by mail was held in Buena Park, California, on Decemberx

19, 1962, beforc Examiner DeWnlf. The Commdssion having
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considered the matter and being fully advised in the premises now
makes the following Zindings of faet, conclusions, and oxder thercom.

Buena Paxrk is an incorporated city of about 40,000 mersons
located just cast of the boundary of Los Angelecs and Orange Coumties
and on the Santa Ana Freeway. The main line of the Sauta Fe Railway
to San Diego passes on the north boundary of Buena Park in an
ecastexrly direction, continues ecast 4.5 miles to Fullerton, and then
turns southerly to Anaheim, Orange, Santa Ana, and San Diego. Thae
main line to the east continues on from Fullerton through Riverside,
San Bernardino and Barstow to castern points.

At present, the station agent is on duty at Buena Paxk at
night £rom 9:00 p.m. to 5:20 a.m., five days a week, and can de
Teached for daytime appointments on call for whick he receives
overtime nay. The small station building was built in 1905. State
dighway 32 goes through an underpass casterly of the station.

Furtner east and across tie rallroad track are the stockyards with

Lloading and unloading docks and scale used by carload shinpers of

livestocl.

The Santa Fe agemcy office at Tullerton is open 24 hours
a day, seven days a week (oxcept between the hours of 12:01 a.m.
znd 7:00 a.m. oa Sunday, unless trains are scheduled). During this
time agents axe on duty for service of customers. 7Telephone serv-
ice is available for collect-toll-free calls.

Applicant requested an amendment of its application to
include therein wequest for authority Zor the paysical zemoval of
the station building. Applicant's request Zor the zmendment was
granted.

Several of applicant's of£ficials and employees testified
that the tracks, stockyards, loading doclis, and scale at Buena Paxk

would continue to be maintained in their present location and
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condition for the service of carload shippers; that such customers
would be serviced by the agency at Fullerton; and that an agent
fxom Fullerton would be present at Buenza Pzxl when necessary. Said
witnesses also testified that thce requested chonge in service and
discontinuance of station agency sexviee at Buena Parlz would have
a0 efZect on rates.

Zxnidbits 1, 2, 3 and &, introduced in evidence by appli-
cant, stow the amount of business handled at Zuena Parik, the cost
oZ operations, and other material. Exhibit & covers the period
from January 1961 to Junc 1962, and shows that no passenger tickets
were sold during that time. 7Two hundred and sixty-Zour less-than-
carload shipments were recelved duxring this li-month period and
23 forwarded. There were 13 carload sainments forwarded and

33 zeecived during tbhis time. Cthexr statistics in Cthese exhibits
show monetary savings, estimated to bpe opproximately $2,500
annually, to be made by discontinuing the agency, but it is not
nroposed to discontinue the present handling of any shipments at
this point.

Protestants submitted testimony of two witnesses repre=-
serting shippers of livestock to Brena Paxk. Another witness was
the livestock inspector for Orange Courty who checks all cattle
coming into the county for »nossible disczses. It was the testimony
of these witnesscs that their primery interest was in maintaining
the stockyaxd facility at the Buena Park station and that agency
sexrvice at Buena Park would be more helpful and convenient than
sexvice from Fullerton. But two of thesce witnesses testified that

if the stockyards, scales and loading docks are not removed, it
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would be possible to give equivalent ageancy service from Fullexton.
Cnly caxload shinpexs appeared to protest.

large part of the business tramsacted at Buena Paxl

the unloading of livestock. These shipments <o not
occur every day. Their arrival time is irregular and can be met by
appointment and can be adequately handled at the stockyards and
scales by an agent Lrom Fullerton.

The Commission f£inds that the Santa Fe Railway should not

be required to continue the Buena Park station agency; that undex

the circumstances public convenience and necessity no longex requixe

L)

the maintenasce of the ageney at Buenz Park; and that it may be
J

closed and the station building physically removed therefrom.
c22

IT7 IS ORDZRED that:
1. The Atchison, Topeka and Santz FT¢ Railway Company, & ¢Ox<
soration, is authorized to discontinue its station ageney at Buena
Park, Orange County, subiect to the Zollowing conditions:

2. The Atchison, Topelka and Santa Fe Railway
Commany shall maintain said statiom in 2
nonazency status for the weceipt oX delivery
of Zzeight and the keys to the scales anc
stockyards shall bde made available Zrom the
station agent at Fullerton, Califomia.

ne hundred twenty days aftex the
cffective date hereof and not less than ten
days nrior to the discontinuance of the agency -
at Buwena Park, Califomnia, The Atcnison,
Toneka and Santa Fe Railway Company, shal}
PO5t 2 notice of such discontinuance ac tac
station; and, within ome ‘rundred twenty 4ays
after the effective date hereof and on not
less then ten days' notice to the Commlission
and =o thc public, Tac Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Rajliway Company skall Zile in dupli-
cate ameadments to its tawiffs showing tie
caange authorized herein and shall make ref-
erence in such notice and tariffs to this
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decision as authority fLoxr the changes. In no
event shall the agent be removed, pursuant o
the authority hereinabove granted, carlier
than the effective date of the tariff £ilings
required hereunder.

2. Within thirty days after discontinuance of service as
herein authorized, applicant shall, iz writing, motify this Commis~
sion thereof and of its compliance witax the above conditioms.

The effective date of this oxder shall be twenty days
after the date hexcof.

Dated at San Fraacisco , California, this
of ' _MARCH , 1263.
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Commissioners

Commizssioner Poter Z. witcholl, boing
zecessarily absent, 444 not participate
in the d&isposition of this procecding.




