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Decision No. 65042 

BEFORE !HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CAI..:::FORNIA 

Applic~tion of ll~ ATCHISON~ 
TOPEKA A4'ID S~~ FE RAlUilAY. 
COMP~TY) a corpor~tion, for 

) 
) 
) 

Authority to discontinue ) 
agency service at its station ) 
at BuenA Park, Orange County, ) 
StAte of ~ifornia. ) 

------------------------~) 

Application No. 44771 

Filed September 5, 1962 
Amended October 15, 1962 

Y12.tt:hew R. Witteman, for applicant. 
J. W. Fitzgerald, for Order of Rai1%oad !elegr~phers~ 

ana ?ete R.. StT.\lckman, l':oU!:st.mts. 
John P. UkleJ.?:" £0: ~C01:muission staff .. 

OPINION 
-----~ ..... ,... 

Applicant seeks ~~tho:ity to di~continue its agency serv­

ice .9.: Buen;:!. Pa.rk, County of Ox'.a.nge, State of California, and to 

remove the station building, allegiug that the primary needs of 

thAt po%tion of the public which utilizes the eranspo:tation serv­

ices of applicant At said sta.tion can be adequately ~d efficiently;.~ 
". 

served by :i.ts ag~cy station loc,:.ted at :Fullex~"n ~l:u.C:'l is 

Protestants contend ~~t shipments of cAttle and live­

stock in carloads to BUenA Park, to be unloAded &t the stocky~rds 

there, require the services of ~ local agent: at time of delivery 

and thAt the volume of business at said stat:ion justifies retention 

of the locAl agent .. 

A public hearing duly noticed by publication, posting, 

and service by ma.il was held in BuenA Park, c.a.li£o:rnia~ on Decembex 

19, 1962, before EXAminer DeW~lf. ree Coccission hAving 

"1-



considered the matter and being fully advi$ed in the premises n~~ 

m.::tKCS the follo~n3 iindi:l.g~ of f.:le~,. conclusions,. and o~der thereo:-_ 

Buena Park is an incorpo=ated city of about 40>000 pe=so~s 

loe~ted just cast of the bouncl..a.ry of Los .Angeles and Orange Counties 

and on the Santa P.na Freeway. Tae:nain line of the Santa Fe Railway 

to San Diego 1'3.sses on the north boundary of BUClUL Parl( in an 

east~rly direction, continues east 4.5 miles to Fullerton, and then 

'ti.lX'ns southerly to A..J.ahCl.m> Orange, Santa kna, and San Diego. ra.e 

main line to the east continues on fr~ Fullerton througl~ Rive=sidc> 

San Bcrn.::x.rdino and Barsto'll to ~astern points. 

At present, the station agent is on duty at Buena ?~k at 

nigl~t from 9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m., five days a week, and can be 

reaebcd fo: daytime appointments on call for w41ich he receives 

overtime ,aye 1110 small station building was built in 1905. State 

clighway 39 goes through an unde:pass easterly of the station. 

Furtne:: east: and across t:'le railroad ~ack .arc the stoe!~ard$ with 

loading and unloa&i:tg docks and scale used by carload shippers of 

livcstocl.-;. 

!he Santa Fe agency of~icc at ~ulle~ton is open 24 l~s 

a day,. seven d.;-r.ys a week (~xcept b2to;.lccn the hours of 12:01 a .. m. 

end 7:00 a .. m. on Sunday, unless trains are scheduled). During this 

time agents arc on duty for service of customc=s. Telephone serv­

ice is available for collect-toll-~~ee calls. 

Applicant requested .an amendment of its ap::>lication to 

include t~erein =equcst for ~thority for tae physical removal of 

the station building. Ap~licant's request for tl~ ~dmcnt w~s 

granted .. 

Several of applie~tfs officials ~d ccployees testified 

tMt the trccks, stoc:cyarcls, loading doc!:s, and scale at Buena Pa=~( 

would continue to be maintained in taeir prccent location and 
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condition for tbc service of carload shippers; that such cust~~s 

would be serviced by the agency at Fullcr:on; .and that .an agent 

froom Fullerton ",qould Oe ,resent at: B'f.l,Cna. Fa!~ when nzccssa:y. Said. 

t1itncsses also testified tl'Ul.t the requested change in service ancl 

discontinuance of station agency servicc at Buena Par~ would have 

no effect on =ates. 

Z~bits 1) 2, .3 and I.." introduced in ev"':'dence by appli-

c.:nt, S;'10':'1 tl"le amount of 'b-.lsincss l"l.atldlcd at Zuena P<l%'1~, the cost 

of opera.tions, and othcr :na.tcrial. Exhibit /.:. covers thc pe=iod 

r..:om Janua:ry 1961 to June 19S2, a:ld sno"""s that no passenger ticl~ts 

"....,crc sold during that time. ':'T.vo hundred and sixty-fotir less-than­

carload sb.il'tll-'"':lts ~1crc rccc!.ved ci:tJ%'ing tbis 13-lXmth period and 

33 fo4t-1ardcd. There were 13 ca=load silipmcnts forrllardeo. and 

633 received during ta~s time. Other statistics in taese exhibits 

show moneta.-y sa~.ngs) e.st~tcd to Dc ~l'~=oximatcly $Z,SOO 

onnually, to be ma.de by discontinuing the agency, but it is not 

proposed to discon~inuc the pr~scnt aaneling of any shipments at 

t4US ~oint • ... 

Protestnnts sub=itted tcstioony o~ two ~ltnes$cs reprc-

scnting shippers of livestoelt to Buena Pa:dt. Another ~1itncss ~1as 

the livestock inspector ;Cor Ora:'lgc Cour.ty ~lho cl"lccks all ca.~tle 

com~ng into the county for ?ossiblc dis~cses. !t was the tC5timony 

of these 'Witnesses tbat their pr~ intere.st was in ::l3.int~lng 

the stockyard facility e~ the Buena P.a:r!~ station and that agency 

service at Buena Pa=k would be more helpful arld convenient taan 
service from Fullerton. But two of tb.c::e witnessc~ testified tha.t 

if the stocky~ds, scalcs ~d loading doc!<s ~e ~ot rcmoved~ it 
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~ould be possible to give equivalent agency service fr~ 7ulle.ton. 

Only carload s'hi:?pc':'s ~ppcared to protest. 

A large part of the 'business transacted at Buena Par!: 

consists of the unloading of livestocl~. These shipments do not 

occur every day. T~'leir arrival time is ir:'egul~ and C.a.:l be tlCt by 

~!?!?ointmcnt and can ~ .o.de.cruatc1y h.ancll~d at th~ stockyards and 

sc~lcs by an agent f=o~ Fullerton. 

T.."J.c Co1IlX:lission finds that tne Santa Fe Railway sllould not 
. 

be required to continue the Buena Park station agency; that 1.'Inder 

tbe circumstances public ~onveniencc and necessity no longcz require 

'che mo.intcna:cc of t1lc agency at Bucn.;l P.n-k; and tl'lat it ~y be 

closed ~d t~c station ~uilding ?hysically removc~ tacrefrom. 

'It IS OP-DZRZD that: 

1. I"ne A'tcb': so'n, Topel<.a and Sa:l.tz. :;'c. Rail't>1z-y C01!l';?c.:ly, a cO'r­

po=~~ion, is aut~orizcd 'to discontinue its station agency at Buena 

3?a=~, O".:e.ngc County, subjcct to t:'le fo1.10,:·1i:lg con~itions: 

a. The Atchison, ':i:'o,c!~ and Santa Fe ~l"Aay 
COCP3nY s~~ll maintain said st~tion ~~ ~ 
nona~ency status for the ~eeai?t 0= Qel~v~ry 

r. r.o..; • • d" ., • 
0", .:;~el.r;nt an tile .;;eys to tl."lC sc::.u.es an" 
stoc!~.:xds si:l.a!l be made avail~blc from the 
station agent at Fullerton, Califo:nia. 

'b. "Witl1i.n one hunC:red ~1~':lty da.ys :!ftc: the 
effective date hcreoZ ~d not less than ten 
days ?rio: to the discontin~ce of the agency 
at B1.:.cna. Park, California, !hc .t~tchison, 
To!>~ka z.ncj. Sa.nt~ Fe R.nlw<=ty Comp.:my, shall 
post ~ notice of su~h di~contin~cc a: the 
stc.t;.on; and, ~7itb.in one :'l'UndrcQ twenty days 
afte= the effective date ~ereoi =ncl on not 
less t4~~ ten dc.ys' notice to ~hc ~ssion 
and to tl'le "Oub:'ic, Tl"lC .(.~chison, 'Iopcl<.a and 
Santa Fe Ra5~wCY Co~any s~~l ~ilc in du?li­
c~tc ~ndcents to i~s ta=i~fs showing the 
c'O..J.nge <l.uel'lorized berein and shall ma!~ ref­
erence in such notice and tariffs to this 
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dccisio~ as authority for the changes. In no 
event shall toe ag~nt be removed 7 pursuant to 
the authority hereinabove g:anted 7 ~lier 
than the effective date of the tariff filings 
required hereunder. 

2. Within thirty days after discontinuance of service as 

he~ein authorized 7 applicant shal1 7 in writing, notify this Commis­

sion thereof and of its compliance wit~ tbe above conditions. 

'roc effec't1vc <ia:te of 'this order s~'lall be twenty <:lays 

after the date h~cof. . 
Dated at San F'!'a:ldsco 

(0::: 
, California, this _~ __ day 

f : MARCH l~t.:., o ______________________ , ~9J. 

I ' ~. 

--Zk~~<1d U,re~«'~ 
I • 

commIssioners 

Co=!.~~:1ono:_ Pot.e:_ z. :,~:1 t.eholl. 'boing 
neeo~s3r1ly noscnt. ~i~ not ~nrt1e1p3to 
in ~o ~1s~os1t1on 0: this ~roeec~ine. 
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