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Decision No .. 65184 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC U!IlITIES COMM!SSION OF n{E SXATE OF CALIFORN~ 

In the ~tter of the applic~tion of ) 
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY for) 
an order issui~g a ee~tific~te of ) 
public convenience an~ necessity to ) 
exercise the righe, privilege and ) 
franchise gra~ted to app11c~nt by ) 
Ordinance No" 455 of the Bo!.1rd of ) 
Supervisors of the COUNTY OF MERCED,~ 
State of C~liforni~. I 

(Gas) S 

Application No. 45240 

OP!N!OI~ - ... - .............. -

P~cifie Gas and Elc~~ric company, in t~is proceeding, 

:r:cqucsts a ccrc,.£icate of p'.1blic convenie't):ce and necessity to 

exercise the rights ~nd privileges of a franchise granted by the 

County of Merced, california, permitting the installation, ~i'Otc

~a~ee) ~~d use of a gas distributioD and tran~ission system in the 

public ro~ds of said county. 

!he franchise referred to, a copy 0: which is ~ttached to 

the oSr>Pl-ieatio1'l and desigtl(ltc<;l as Exhibit A, was granted by the 

county undcr ane pursuant to the provisions of ehc laws of the State 

of Califor:'lia which relate -1:0 the granting of fr:l'Och:tscs by cO'.l'Otics 

and is of indc~crminatc d~r~tioD. A fee is payable 3nn~11y to the 

county equivalent to 2 pcre~: of the gross receipts arising from the 

U$C, opc~ation, or possession of the f=anchis~. 

The costs incu:red by applicant in obt~ioing the franchise 

arc st~tcd to have been $723.20, which amount does noe iDel~de costc 

incid~nt to this ~p?lieation. 
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Applicant has served gas in portions of the County of 

Hcrced without competition for many YC.:1'rs.. As of December, 1962, it 

ce::"V'ed 5,913 customcrs within the county from approximately 196.34 

m.iles of gas mains th~(':in. No obj ~ction to the granting of the 

~equested certificate has been receiveG. A public hearing is not 

n~cess.:1ry. 

After consideration the ~ssion fi~ds that public con

veni~ce and D.eccssity require the exercise by applicBllt of the right, 

privilege .:1nd franchise granted to applicant by Ordinanc~ No. 455 of 

the County of Merced, Californi~. 

The certificate of public convenience and necessity'hereiD 

~:anted is subj~ct to the follOwing provision of law: 

The Commission s~ll have no power to authorize the 
ca?italization of the franchise involved herein or 
this eertific~te of' public c~veoiCDce 3Dd necessity 
0= the right to o~m, ope=ate or enjoy such franchise 
or certificate of public convcni~ce and necessity 
in excess of the amount (exclusive of any tax or 
~Dnua1 charge) actually paid to the State or to a 
political subdivision thereof as the consideraeion 
for the grant of such franchise, cert~ficatc of 
publie eonvcni~ce and necessity or right. 

OR.DER ... ~---
II IS ORDERED that: 

1. A certific~tc of public convenience and Dccessi:y is 

er~nted to Pacific Gas and Electrie Company to exercise the ~ignts 

and privileges granted by the County of Merced, californi8~ by 

Ordin:!nee No .. 455, adopted December 4, 1962 .. 
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2. Applicant shall not exercise said franchise for the purpose 

of serving those portions of the County of Merced not now serV'ed by it;, 

except by extensions from its exis~ing. system made in the ordinary 

course of business as eont~plated by Section lOOl of the Public 

Utilities Coee of the State of California. 

3. '!he Commission may hereafter) by appropriate proceeding 

and order, limit the authority herein .~.a'C.ted as to aDY territory 

withitt the COUllty of Merced 'Dot then bei-ngse:rved by applicant. 

The effective' date 'of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at ____ Sa.n;;;.;;.;;;...;;Fra;.;.;;;.!l-cu-·~ .... {'J--, California, this 

day of __ ·~A_p_p ... n._· ___ , 1963. 


