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Decision No .. 65192 

BEFORE !HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF C}L!FORNIA 

REUBEN ASEFORD, 

Complainant, 

-vs- Cc:.se No. 7511 

PAC!FIC 'rE1.E'PHO~"E & TELEGRAPH 
COMFA4~, a Califo~ia corporation, 

Defendant .. 

Marvin L. Klynn, for cOI:lJ>lainant. 
Lawter, Feb.x 0£; Hall, by Aoo Joo Krappman, Jr., 

for ae£eneatlt. 
Roge:: Arnebergh, City Attorney, by Nowland C .. Hong, 

for the Folice Department of the City ox 
Los Angeles, intervener. 

OPINION 
~-....-----~ ..... 

Mrs.. Reuben Ashford seeks restora.tion of t~lepho~ serv

ice ~t 860 West 52nd Street, Los Angeles, C~lifornia. 

Defendant's answer alleges that on or about Februa~~ 16, 

1962, it had reasonable cause to believe that service to com

pl~n~t ,;nGer :l'Jrllber PL 1-3040 was being or was to be used .as 

an instrumentality directly or indirectly to violate or aid and 

abet viola1:ion of law, and~herefore eefendant was required to 

disconnect service pursuant to the decision in Re.~e~pb~~ Dis

connection, 47 Cal. P .. U.C. 853. 

The matter was heard Uld submitted before Examiner 

DeWolf .7.t Los .A:ngeles on February 27, 1963. 
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C. 7511 - A • 
By letter of February 15, 1962, the Cbief of Police of 

the City of Los Angeles advised de£endan~ that the telephone 

und~r number PL 13040 was being used to disseminate horse-racing 

information \1!~ed in connection wi~h bookmaking in violation of 

Penal Code Sec~ion 337a, and reques~ing Gisconnec~ion (Exhibit 1). 

Mrs. Reuben Ashford testified that she is the complain

ant an~ paid.? fine of $150; that she is working and h.as not 

since said time been involved in any unl.:l.wful activity. Com

plainant further testified that shc has not had a telephone for 

a y~ar; th~t she has a daughter in grade school and needs tele

phone service for f.;:mily and medical purposes; and that she will 

not use the telepho~e fo: any unlawful pu:pose in the furure. 

A deputy City attorney appeared and intervened and 

cro$s-exacined the complainant. !he intervener did not call any 

witnesses. 

After full consideration of this record we now find 

~hat the telephone company's action was based upon reasonable 

c~use as thr~t term is used in Decision No. 41415. We further 

find thet the telephone of Mrs. Reuben Ashford was being used as 

an i~st~~tality to violate the law in that it was used for 

bookmaking purpos~s in connection with horse racing. Her tcle-

phone has been disconnected and she has been without service 

over one year. Therefore, telephone service should be restored. 

o R D E R -- ....... --
IT IS ORDERED that eomplain.ant's request for service is 

granted, ~nd, upo~ the filing by the complAinant of an applicction 
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C .. j:)l.1. ... • -Jr • 
with ~he utili~y for telephone service, The Pacific Telephone and 

Telegraph Company shall reinstall telephone service at 860 Wes~ 

52nd Street, Los Angeles, California, subject to defendant's 

tariff provisions and existing applicable law. 

The effective date of this order shall be five days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at ___ .;;:;s:,;;;;c.n;;;...;;.Fr:l.;.o;;;.;.nci;;,;;sc;;o.;;.;;.o ___ , California, this 

day of ____ A~p_R~rl.;;;.." ____ , 1963. 

./ ."""" " ". 

~4.~ 
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