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Decision No. ____ _ 

BEFORE '!'HE PUBLIC Ul'ITJITIES COM':1"'",sSION OF '!HE S'!A'tE OF Co.6.LIFOr..NIA 

Investigation to determine whether) 
a Gener~l Order should be adop~cd ) 
rel~ting to walkways adjac~t to ) 
~ailroad tracks and control of ), 
vcgetation within railroad ri~~ts') 
of w:;.y. ) 

) 

case No. 7306 
(Filed March 27, 1962) 

Joe Cumnins) for !he Atchison, 'Xopc~~ ~'Od Santa Fe 
&ailway Company and los Angeles Junction Railway 
Company; Marshall tor. Vorkink, for Union Pacific 
Railroad Co~?an7; ~ndolph Karr, for Southern 
Pacific Company, Holton Interurban Railway 
Company, Northwestern Pacific Railro~d Comp~ny, 
Pacific Elee~rie ~1ilway Company, Petaluma ane 
Santa Rosa ~ilroad Company, San Diego & Arizona 
Eastern Railway Company and Visalia Electric 
Railroad Company; Richard W. Bridges, for The 
WestcrD Pacific R.ailro~a Company, Sacr.lmcoto 
Norther:: Railway, Tidewater Southern Railway 
Company, Alameda Belt Line and Oal(land '!e:rmiDal 
Railway; respondents. 

Leonard W. Wickliffe and !.felvin A. 'li711kie, for oracr of Railway COtlduetors .and. arakcmen ~nd 
Railroad Brotherhood, California Legislative 
Association; George Balla~d, for Brotherhood 
of Railro.ld Trainmen, AFL-CIO; and v!illiam V. 
Ellis, for Brotherhood of locomotive Fircmetl 
and Enginemen, interested parties. 

Hugh N. Orr, for tne CommissiOIl staff. 

OPIN!ON - ....... ~--,... 

This investigation, instituted by the Commission upon its 
\ 

owo motion, is an inqui-ry into the need for regulat:LOtls relating to 

walkways adjacent to railroad tr~cks and the control of vegetation 

within railroad ri~~ts of way ~thin this State. 
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Public h~3~iDg was held in San Francisco on February 4, 

1963, before Commissioner Holoboff and ~~=iner Rowe, and the matter 

was duly submitted. 

Representations, from time to time, have beetl made on the 

pnrt of interest~d parties tha~ in the interest of the safety of 

roilro~d employees and the public it would be desir~ble for the 

Co~issio~ :0 pro~lgate regulations concerning walkways adjacent to 

rai~T.oad t~~cks and the control of vegctatio~ on r~ilroad rights of 

way_ T~e points :aised appe~red to be of sufficient importance to 

justify a ca:eful study on the part of the Co~ission's Operations 

and Safety Section in the :n.lttcr. This stud7 included sev~al con­

ferences with representatives of many of the railroads and with the 

railroad brotherhoods. 

As a r.esult of th~ s~dies a~d understandings reached during 

th~ conferences with =espo~dents and with so~c of the interested . 
parties, there was drafted by the Commission's Operations and Safety 

Section a p:oposed genc:al order on tbis subject which was introduced 

~t the hearing a~d identified as Exhibit No.7. Also received in 

evidence was Exhibit No.8, setting fo~h standards to be filed by 

the railroacs with the Commission in the event that the proposed 

general orde=, Exhibit No.7, was adopted by the Commission. 

The staff introduced evidence of the ~eed for the proposed 

gener~l order and that i: is required for the safety of railroad 

p~rsotlncl and the public _ The 'respondet:ts deferred cross-examinatior: 

and presented no tcstioony on the understanding hereinafter QeP:ion~d. 
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Thc position of the respondents generally was that there is 

no necessity for any general order regardiog the subject matter; 

however, if the Commission deems it advisable to adopt the proposed 

general order, EXhibit No.7, they would be willing to file standards 

with the Commission conforming to those set forth in Exhibit No.8; 

but if the Corm:nission does not adopt the proposed regulations, they 

would w~nt to have this matter rcoPeDcd and be heard fully on the 

cerits of any revisions to the proposed general order or of any other 

general order pertaining to the subject matter. The ~tter was 

submitted upon such understanding by all the parties. 

The poSition of the representative of the Brotherhood of 

~ilroad Trainmen was that the proposed '~egulations were not suffi­

ciently effective, but he offered no definite changes or 

::nodifications. 

The Commission finds that these proposed regulations and 

the Standards for Construction and Reconstruction of Walkways and 

l1aintenance Thereof presented by the railroads as Exhibit No. 8 pro­

vide a rc~sonable stand~rd o~ safety for railroad employees, passen­

sers and customers of common can':t~s aDd the public ill getleral. It 

is further found that i'O conformity with the recommendations agreed 

upon during informal conferences relat:ive to this matter and upon the 

evidence presented, the proposed General Order introduced as Exhibit 

No. 7 herein should be adopted. 
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ORDER 
---~-

IT IS ORDERED that Geoeral Order No. _..;../_/~c? __ attaehed 

hereto .as an appendix is adopted and sh.:lll become effective twenty 

days af~er the effective date hereof. 

The effective date of this ~rder shall be twenty days. af:er 

the date hereof. 
-d. ! . Da1:ed 41: , __ San __ Fran __ c:i8c0 _____ , california, this <T - clay of 

tWzMh , 1963. tI . 



ET 

GO."ERAL ORDER NO. 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISS!CN OF THE STATE 0-; CALIFOR.l-!IA. 

REGU1.ATIONS GOVERNING '!HE CONSTRUCTION, RECONS'I'RUCl'ION, 
AND VAINTENANCE OF WJA:LIG1AYS ADJACENT 'IO RAIl..~OAD 'XR.A.CKAGE 
AND THE CONmOr. OF 'VEGETATION PJ)JACFJ.."T '!HERETO. 

Adopted &-r--:.! 9, /9 to ~ 

IT IS ORDERED by tbe Pcblie Utilities Commission of the 

St~tc of Califoroi~ that e~ch railroad eorpor~tion operating in the 

State of Ca1ifo~ia shall file its standards for ehc construction, 

reconstrt!ction and for the subscCi,uent maintcnallCC of • .... ,alI<Ways adjacent 

to its tracks as hercina~ter required and any future c~ges or 

revisions t~ereof in accordance with the followi~g provisions and 

shall hercaf~e=, in the construction and recons~ruction of its track~ 

.ond w.alkways, observe its st~nda'rds filed ".ri.th the CommissiO'O in 

accord~nce with the provisions of this order: 

1. The standards of each r~il'road eorpor.ation opcrati1'lg ::''0 

the State of Californi~ for the const'rUction or reconstruction of 

wal~~~ys ~djacent to its tracks shall be filed with the Commission 

for its approval Dot later thaD thir~ days after the effective date 

of ehi s order. 

2. Each railroad corporation operating i:o the St-'lte of 

California shall file with the Commission any change or reissue of it~ 

s~andards for the construction and reconstruction of walkways adjacen~ 

:0 its tracks. No change or reissue of a~y such standard sb4:l bccOQe 

effective less t~n five days after ~pprO"~al thereof by the Comoissio=. 

If the Commission does not approve or eisapprove any st~ndard, change 

0:: reissue ~~thi:c sixty days after the filing ehereof, the chDnge or 
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reissue shall be deemed to ~c ~pproved. If the Comcission disapproves 

Q proposed standard within the sixty day period, the railroad or rail­

ro~ds subcitting such stan~rd ~y file fOrQal application thereafter 

to the Commission for approval of said standard. 

3. The standards of each railroad corporation shall con­

:ain provisions for reasonably safe and adequate walkways adjacent to 

its tracks in all switch~g areas, ~nd shall provide that all such 

w~l~~oys s~ll ~e ~intained aDd k~pt rcwso~ably £:ce from vczctation 

.:l S IIlay be olppropri.lte to preva5.1ing conditions, and shall p:r:ovidc for 

.:lboltemcnt of weeds and brush adjace'llt to walkways as ncccssa:y to pre­

vent the growth of objectionable vegetation encroaching upon such 

";>:'.'llkw'.oY$ co 

4. Each railro~d corporation shall furnish the Comcission 

":I7ith the name and address of an appropriate general officer, or 

officers, to ";11 hom complaints relating to the provision and maintCD.:ttlCe 

of walkways pursuant to this order ~y be reported. 

5. The Com:nissiol'l, after hearing, may order the railroad 

corpo:ation to eliminate olny unsafe walkway condition and may specify 

S"..lch r'~.:lsonable time within which the i:cprovcment shall be completed 

~s may be ~ppropriate under the cireumsta~ccs. 

6. Eaeh railroad corporation operating within the St.:t:e 

sh~ll pursue a program of improvement of walI~ays in all switching 

areas where a su~stantial amount of switching is performed, along its 

main, br.:lnch and industrial trac!~ase toward subst.:mtial confoxmity 

wi~h its standards filed with the Commission pursuant to- this o:d.er. 
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7 .. Deviations from the filed standards or the provisions 

of this order may be authorized by the Commission for any specific 

installation for good cause upon application by a railroad corpora­

tion; which application shall include a full statement of the 

conditions which prevail at the time and place involved, and reasons 

why d~~iatio~ is deemed necessary. 

cLoy of 

This ord~r shall be effective aa.:: jJ :2 'i /1 ~ 3. 
I .-

Approved and dated at San Francisco, California, this 

thp..,~:t , 1963. 
v 

PUBLIC UTILITn:S COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
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