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6524.7 
Decision No .. _________ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC 'UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

r.n:LDRED LIGDA.. DONALD W. AITKEN.. JR... ELIZABET"rl 
J. AITKOl' .. BERNA!. L. LEWIS, JOIDJ S. SILLS .. JAMES 
D. P.AP LEY" NANCY :..:FJl:LZl, M. D. HILL.. M. H. STRE.::.'TER .. 
JR., BEF.NAP.D ELSP AS .. DAVID P.. BENNION .. MILTON W. 
GREEN'.. ELIZABETH M. WILLIAr1S, WILLIAM E. SEAMA..~ .. 
DORA F .. DYER, I"".ARVE M .. C. !1cCABE" HOWAF.D E .. MARKS .. 
ROGER PAGE .. EDITH C. McDONALD .. WALLACE LANE CHA..~, M. 
D., RUSSELL F. SWA..~SON, JOEN F. DAHL, EMMETT Bti'P.NS, 
COLIN PETERS .. MARY C. MOFFAT, RHONA W. WILLIA.~, 
to10RGAN' STEDMA..."S, GEORGE H. HOGLE .. C. MA..~TIN LITTON, Case No .. 7585 
MARTIN wmIDERLICH, 

Complainants, 

v .. 

PACIFIC GAS Al\TD ELECTRIC COMPANY, 
a corporation.. . 

Defendant .. 

INTERIM ORDER 

Complainants allege that defendant utility owns a fifty 

root easement for a distance or approximately twenty miles from 

Monte Vista in ~~ta Clara County to ito Jefferson Substation in 

San Mateo County.. and had planned a 60 KV power transmission line 

along sueh easement; that defendant r~s announced its intention to 

increase the easement to a ~n1mum or one hundred reet ~ Width 

and construct a 220 KV transmiss10n line thereon; that the route 

or the proposed line crosses some or the most scenic areas of the 

~oothill$ of the San Francisco pe~sula, a con$1dcrable area on 

e1ther side or the easement ~~11 be blighted .. and potential develop­

ment or Skyline Boulevard Will be endangered; that the Division of 
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Highwa.y::: 1c acqu1r1.ng la."'J.d for the Jun1pcro Serr~ Free\\~Y' .• to 'be 

constructed along a two hundred foot right of way in practically 

a straight line between the terminals or the proposed transmission 

line; ~~d that defendant has refused com~la~~~tsr request to re-

route the proposed tranzrr~ssion line along existing easements ncar 

San Francisco Bay or along the route of the proposed Junipero Serra 

'Preewz.y. 

Complainante alloge ~urthcr tr~t defendant hac ar~o~~ced it 

will furnish power from the transmission line to a Linear Accelerator 

?roject on lands of St~~~ord University, and that uee of the ex1st-.. 
ir..g easement nll requ.1re a..'"l ad.d1 t1or.a.l "feeder'! tra.nsmiz:::ion l1ne 

which Will fu=ther damage scenic and ~creational areas in addition 

to those a.rrected 'by the proposed main line. 

It is alleged that defendant has commenced construction on the 

basis that it is entitlod to assume that the ~~der route will be 

acquired, and that unless defendant is temporarily restrained from 

proceeding further With construction work pending hearing, the 

public interest and convenience Will be irreparably ~~ged. 

Complainants allege that the proposed increase in size and the route 

of the transmission line are not L~ the public interest and con-

ven1cnce, and are unreazona'ble and improper under eXisting Circum­

stances. Complainants base their reque:::t for relief on Public 

Utilities Code sections 451, 701, 761, 762, ~~d 768. 

The complaint seeks a temporary order restra~'"l1ng defendant 

from proceeding With the construction until it zhowz that the 

increase in size and the route proposed arc necessary to the public 

interest and convenience, as opposed to alternate routes which will 

not ir.te~fere with a presently unspoiled scenic and recreational a~ec. 

-2-



Complainants also a:k that the Commission, after hearing, find t~~t 

the improvements for the proposed transmission lL~c ought not 

reasonably to be made; that the proposed method and route ot trans­

mission are unreasonable and ~~~opcr; and that detendant be 

~ermanent~y enjoined fro~ construction of the transmission line. 

Gooecauoc appearing, !~ IS ORDERED that Pacific Gas and 

Electric Company, a corporation, and its officerz, agents, ~~d 

emp.loyeeo, pending further·Comlro.ssior. order here1n, shall 1mm.ed1a.tel:r 

cease and desist and shall refrain from proceeding With the con­

struction of thc proposed transmiSSion line hereinabove mcnt1on~, 

or anY' !'feederlt tranSmission line in connection thcreWith. 

Public hearing in Case No. 7585 is set for 10 o'clock ~.m. on 

WednesdaYJ April 24. 1963, in the Commission Courtroom, State 

Building, San Francisco, CalifOrn1a, before COmmissioner Bennett 

and Exa.m1n~~r J'.'3.rv'1.s., or such Com:n1ssioner or Ex.:::.miner as may 

hereafter oe designated, it being fou.~d that public necessity 

requires a hearir..g on less than ten days' notice. 

The Sccrcta~J of the Co~ssion is directed to cause a 

c~rtiried copy of this order, together with a copy of the complaint 

herein, to be served forthWith upon Pacific Gas ~~d ElectriC Company~ 

So. cOl'Poration. Said defendant is directed to serve and file 

answer to the complaint herein not later tha-~ the cate 0: hear1ng, 
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un1es$ turther t1me be granted by the presiding ot!icer. The 

Seeret~ry 1z also directed to cause a certir1ed copy of t~ order 

to be served upon counsel tor complainants. 
San FtandIoo ,/ __ 4 Dated at __________ ~, California, tlU$/b~y 

of ---t:cr~~ad.-!~.:;· ~ __ ~, 1963. 

Pres1dent 



c. 7585 

I agree that the question of our jurisdiction 

should ~e explored, and I therefore concur in that part of 

the Order which directs the filing of a.~ answer and sets 

the matter for public hearing. I dissent, however, from 

that part of the Order which halts defendantTs construction 

meanwhile. Especially in view of our uncertain authori~ 

to entertain this complaint, I believe the showing in 

support of an ex parte temporary restraining order is not 

sufficient. 

April 16, 1963 


