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Decision No. -----------------
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE SZATE OF CALIFORNIA 

1. JOHN FRANCIS DONOVJU~, III 
2 .• ~ROSE SIMMONS, 

Complainants, 

VG. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
} 
) 

GENERAl.. 'I'EL....'l:"J?HOr..~ CO., of CALIFORNIA,) 
Going business in Santa Barbara, ) 
California. ) 

D~fendant. 
), 
),. 
) 

case No. 7479 

Filed November S, 1962; 
amend~d December 3, 1962. 

John Francis Donovau t III, in propria persona. 
Ambrose c. S~mmons, ~n propria persona. 
A. M. Hart & H. Ralph Snyder, Jr., by 

H. Ralph Snvder" J7:., for defendAnt. 

ORDER SETIING ASIDE SUBMISSION 
AND REOPENING FOR FURtHER HEARiNG 

The above-entitled complaint ~gS filed on November 8, 

1962, and amended by an amendment filed on December 3, 1962. On 

January 8, 1963, the Commission made it~ order striking all of 

the origina.l complaint And the fir5t pAragraph of the a:nend:nen't 

to the complaint. The latter rarAgrAph incorporated the original 

complaint by reference. By the remAining portions of the a:nend

ment to the complaint, eompl~inant~ requested an order setting 

the cause forhearing2or ~he purpose of inquiring into the neces

sity of public telephone fAcilities ~t two nAmed intersections in 

Santa Barbara. 
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C .. 7479 -. 

A public hearing was held ill Sa.nta. Barbara on the com

plaine on MArch 14, 1963. At this hearing, complAinant Donovan 

attempted to introduce evidence concerning matters set forth in 

the original stricken complaint. Upon being advised by the 

examiner that certain issues were outside the purview of the com

plain:, the complainant Donovan dismissed all his witnesse~ and 

asked the presiding officer to disqualify himself. The presiding 

officer stated that this matter was terminated at the request of 

the complainant Donovan and terminated the proceedings. The 

compl~inants have requested that the matter be reopened for furthc= 

hearing .. 

The record herein shows an unwarranted attack by ~he 

complainant Donovan on the h~aring officer, obstreperous and unre~

sonable conduct, and complete failu:e to observe any respect what

soever for the Commission or its hearing officer. In our ~pinion, 

a disroissal of this proceeding is fully justified by Mr. Donovan's 

conduct. In an abundance of caution, however, rather than dismiss 

the complaint, we are setting aside the submission and reopening 

the matter for further proceedings. We advise the complainants, 

however, that the examiner's ruling was justified; that under cur 

rules of procedure the complainants are in no position to instigate 

a state~de proceeding; and that in any further hearing, the only 

issue involved will be the need for the installatio~, of public 

telephone booths in the vicinity of the ewo corners specified by 

the complainants in their complaint. 

We further advise the complainants~ and each of them~ 

that aU7 further conduc: simil~r to that shown ~t :he heAring on 
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March 14, 1963, may result in a dismissal of the complaint and 

appropriate action by the Commission. 

Now, therefore, good cause appearing, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that this matter be reopened for 

further hearing to be held before Examiner Kent C. Rogers in 

the Commission's courtroom at Los Angeles at a date to be 

determined. 

~ California, this 

day of ___ .o:.A ... PR .... lu,L_· -.;1 ____ ~ 1963. 


