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BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTn.IrIES· COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
AMERICAN BUSLlNES, INC .. , a corpora- ) 
tion, (1) for authority to abandon ) 
passenger stage service beeween ) 
Pittsburg an<1 Sacramento, pursuant ) 
to Sections 1031-1036 of the Public ) 
Utilities Code; (2) for an in lieu ) 
certificate of public convenience ) 
and necessity authorizing all other ) 
passenger stage service, pursuant to ) 
Sections 1031-1036 of the Public ) 
Utilities Code. ) 

) 

Application No. 45061 

R.ussell & Sehureman, by R. Y .. Schureman, for applicant. 
Oliver Wilson, for Rio Vista chamber of Commerce, 

protestant. 
Hilton H. Nichols, for the Commission staff. 

OPINION 
.-.-. ........ ~~--

American Buslfnes, Inc., requests: (a) authority to 

discontinue passenger stage service between Pittsburg and Sacramento 

and (b) a restatement of its certificated authority. 

A public hearing was held before Examiner Daly at Rio Vista 

on March 8, 1963, and the matter was submitte<1. 

Through the use of one bus applicant presently operates ewo 

round trip schedules between Pi'l:'l:sburg and Sacramento, a distance of 

65 miles. Said schedules leave Pittsburg at 7:45 a.~. and 12:20 p.m. 

and Sacramento a'l: 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Service to San Francisco 

is afforded by connections with The Greyhound Corporation at 

Pittsburg. 

Prior to January 1962, applicant provided service be~een 

Sa.n Fra.ncisco and Sacramento via the' "River Route" over State 
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Highway 24. By Decision No. 62998, dated January 2~ 1962, in 

Application No. 43509 the Commission denied applicantfs request. to 

either suspend service between San Francisco and Sacramento for two 

yea.rs or completely discontinue service via the "River R.oute" anet 

instead authorized applicant to discontinue service between San 

Francisco and Pittsburg only. 

Since the hearing of Application No. 43509, applicant 

contends that its patronage between Pittsburg and Sacramento via 

Highway 24 has continued to decrease, making it essential that 

service be discontinued between said points. According to Exhibit C 

attached to the application as amended, applicant lost approximately 

$18,645.47 for the ten months ending December 31, 1962, on its 

Sacramento-Pittsburg operation, but according to ~~hibit A realized 

a net profit of $750,904 from its entire operation for the 11 months 

ending November 30,. 1962. Also attached to the application as 

amended is Exhibit F which indicates the following number of 

?assengers hand:led between said points for the months in4icated. 

'Iota 1 Average 
Month Passengers Per Oal: 

August 1962 1,975 63.7 
September 1962 1,491 49.7 
October 1962 1,341 43.3 
November 1962 1,216 40.5 

;,023 49.4 

An analysis of the company off-and-on check for the months 

considered d:iscloses that the average number of passengers carried 

per day was 49 and the average fare was $0.90, resulting in an 

estfmated daily passenger revenue of $44 or $0.17 per bus mile. 

The staff conducted riding checks of the service on 

Saturday, February 16, 1963, and on Tuesday and Wednesday, . 
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February 19 and 20, 1963. The following is 3 summary of passengers 

carried and revenue received. 

Date -
2/16/63 
2/19/63 
2/20/63 

Total 
Pas~ngers 

22 
36 
37 
"9':5' 

po assengc1: 
Revenue 

$17.64 
27.31 
33.64 

~78 .. 5g 

Revenue 
Pcr Mile 

$0.068-
0.106 
0.130 

SO .. lOr 

It was the opfnion of th~ staff witness that applicant is 

expe:l:iencing a minimum out-of-pocket expense of $74 per day and 

based upon the est~ted daily revenue of $44 is therefore incurring 

an out-of-pocket loss of approximately $30 a day. The witness 

pointed out that applicant and affiliated Continental trailways 

companies conduct intrastate operations in California at a combined 

over-all loss and that applicant's out-of-pocket loss on the "River 

R.oute" is relatively small by comparison. He was also of the 

opinion that ~lthough no change in route or adjus~ent in schedules 

would result in a profitabl~ operation, operating losses could be 

reduced if one round trip schedule was e1~inated. According to the 

wi1:ness, the opera'tion of only two schedules daily, No.. 302 (leaving 

PittSburg at 7:45 a.m.) and No. 309 (leaving Sacramento at 5:00 p.m.), 

would rcduce the monthly operating loss to $540 if said schedules 

were operated on the present daily basis, and to $360 if operated 

only five days a week. 

According to applicant's regional manager~ the intrastate 

operations of the Continental Trailways aff£l~ted companies, 

including those of applicant other than the "River Route", . are 

necessary and zupplemental to the system's interstate operations 

~ven though operated at a loss. However, he testified the losses 

s\!£fcred on the "River Route" cannot be justified on the same ground 
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because the route is local fn nature and contributes nothing to the 

interstate operations. !he witness further testified that a smaller 

carrier might be able to conduct a profitable operation over the 

·'Rivcr Route" and if such a carrier were willing to do so, applicant 

would cooperate in making terminal facilities available in 

Sacramento. Applicant's attorney stated that even if the a,uthority 

herein requested were granted, applicant would be willing to continue 

service on a reduced basis until October 1, 1963, so as to provide 

service during the summer months and also to provide enough tfme for 

another carrier to apply for authority to operate between the points 

and over the route herein considered. 

Several individuals, one representing the Rio Vista Chamber 

of Commerc~testified in protest to the discontinuance of service. 

After consideration the Commission finds that: 

1. If the authority sought were granted there would be no 

public means of transportation between Pittsburg and Sacramento over 

State Highway 24, and some service is required. 

2.. Applicant is operating at a loss between PittSburg and 

Sacramento. 

3. Applicant can reduce its loss beeween said points by 

eliminating Schedules Nos. 301 and 310 and by reducing the remaining 

service to 5 days weekly. 

4. Public convenience and necessity require that applicant's 

operating authority be restated as hereinafter set forth. 

-4 .. 



e 
A .. 45061 50 

ORDER - .... _-.... .... 

I'I IS ORDERED that: 

1. The request of American 13uslines, Inc., to discontinue 

service between Pittsourg and Sacramento and intermediate points 

over State Highway 24 is hereby denied. 

2. After the effective date hereof and in conformity with the 

service re~lations hereinafter set forth~ applicant may eliminate 

Schedules Nos. 301 and 310 between Pittsburg and Sacramento and may 

reduce the remaining service between said points to Monday-through

Friday service, excluding holiday service. 

S. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is hereby 

granted to American Buslines, Inc., authorizing. it to operate as a 

passenger stage corporation, as defined in Section 226 of the Public 

Utilities Code, between the points and over the routes more 

particularly set forth in Appendix A attached hereto and made a part 

hereof. 

4. In providing service pursuant to the certificate herein 

granted, applicant shall comply with and observe the following 

service regulations: 

(a) Within thirty days after the effective date 
hereof, applicant shall file a written 
acceptance of the certificate herein granted. 
By accepting the certificate of public 
convenience ana necessity herein granted 7 

applicant is placed on notice that it will be 
required,. among other things,. to file annual 
reports of its operations ana to comply with 
and observe the safety rules and other regu
lations of the Commission r s General Order 
No. 98 and insurance requirements of the 
Commission's General Order No. lOl-A. Failure 
to file such reports,. in such form and at such 
time as the Commission may direct,. or to comply 
with and observe the provisions of General 
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Orders Nos. 98 and lOl-A, may result tn a 
cancellation of the operating authority 
granted by this decision. 

(b) Within one hundred ~enty days after the 
effective date hereof, applicant shall 
establiSh the service herein authorized and 
file in the Commission's office tn triplicate 
tariffs and t~etables satisfactory to the 
Commission. 

(c) The tariff and tfmetable filings shall be ~de 
effec~ive not earlier than ten days after the 
effective date of this order on not less than 
ten days' notice to the Commission and the 
public, and the effective date of the tariff 
and t~etable filings shall be concurrent 
with the establiShment of the service herein 
authorized. 

(d) The tariff and timetable filings made pursuant 
to this order shall comply with the re~lations 
governing the construction and filing of tariffs 
and t~etables set forth in the Commission's 
General Orders Nos. 79 and 98. 

5. the certificate of public convenience and necessity 

granted in paragraph 3 of this order supersedes the certificates of 

publie convenience and necessity granted and acquired by the, 

following: 

Decision No. 

44494 
51215 
62288 

Application No. 

~5~ 
36670 
43ZS~ 

whieh certificates are hereby revoked, said revocation to become 
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effective concurrently with the effective date of the tariff filings 

required by paragraph 4(b) hereof. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

day of 

Dated at 81m ~n.dseo 

t::<4M./ ' 1963. 
~ 

, California, this ~ 
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Appendix A AME:lUCAN BUSLINES, INC. 0r:Lg:[na1 Page 1 

American Buslines, Inc~, by ehe c:creific-'lte of public 

convenience and necessity granted in the decision noted :in the 

margin, is authorized to ttansport passengers, tbe:i.: baggage and 

shipments of express (including newspapers) weighing one bundred 

pounds or less, on passeuge-r ear..:ying vehicles, between· all points 

and places as hereinafter stated and subject to the conditions, 

rights and restrictions applicable thereto. 

WI."1en route descriptions are given in one direction, they 

apply to operation in either direction or in one direction, unless 

otherwise indicated. 

Subj eet to the authority of this Commission to change or 

:n~i£y such at any titte, Ame-ric.an Buslines, Inc., sball conduct 

said passenger stage operations between the follow:i..ng points and 

over and along the following described routes: 

I~sued by Califorc.i.a Public Utilit:!.cs Commission .. 

Decision No. __ 6_':;_'_2_7_-_:': __ , Application No. 45061. 
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ROUTE GROUP' 1 

1.01 - Between Sacramento and California-Nevada State Line via 
Floriston: 

~om Sacramento over city streets to U .S.!-!ighway 
40 (Interstate Highway 80), thence over U.S. 
Highway 40 (Interstate Highway 80) to the 
california-Nevada State Line. 

1.02 - Between Pittsburg and Sacramento: 

From Pittsburg over city stteets to Cs.lifo:nia State 
Highway 24, thence on California State: Highway 24 
to Sacramento. 

Issued by Califo:rnia Public Utilities Commission. 

Deeision No ~ _~65:!:.;r=::.:2:.::..:7~4==--_~ Appl:Leat:ion No. 45061. 
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Appendix A AMERICAN :SUSLINES, INC. Oriz1n.al Page 3 

ROU'!E GROUP 2 

2.0l - Between Los Angeles and San Diego: 

From Los Angelcs OVC'r city streets to Santa Fe Avenue, 
thence over Santa Fe Avtmue, Slaason Avenue, Pacific 
Boulevard and Long Beach Boulevard to- Long 'aeach" 
thence over city sttects in Long :seach to U.S. Highway 
101 Alternate:1 thence over U.S. Highway 101 Al.ternatc 
to its j u:c.ction with U.S. Highway 101 (Inter~tate 
Highway 5) :near Dobeny Park, thence over U .;.S. Highway 
lOl (~terstate Highway 5) to San Diego. 

2~02 - Between Los Angeles and junction U.S. HighWay 101 Alternate 
(Ilem: Dobeny Pa:rk): 

From Los Angeles aver city stteets to U.S; Highway 101 
(Interstate Highway 5), thence over U .5. Highway 101 
(!:o.terstate Highway 5) to its junction with U.S. Highway 
101 Alternate:1 to be operated as an altenl.ate route. 

2.03 - Between Buena Park and junetion California State Highway 39 
and U.S. Highway 101 Alternate: 

Fxom B~ Park, thence over California State Highway 39 
to its junction with U.S~ Highway 101 Altexnate" to be 
operated as an alternate route. 

2.04 - Be1:..:een Del Mar and Del MaX' Race Track and Ft!I:i.r Grounds: 

hom junction u.s. Highway 101 (Interstate Highway 5) 
aud Grand Avenue in Del Mar, thence over Grand Avcn.fJe 
~ the Santa Fe spur tracl(, thence over County Road to 
tl1.e entrance of the race tracl( and fair grounds, thence 
OVer County Road to San D1egu1to Road!p tbence over San 
D1eguito Road to junction U.S. Highway 101 (Interstate 
Highway 5). 

2.05 - Between north junction U~S. Highway 101 (Interstate 
Highw~ 5) ~d Torrey Pines 'Road and south junction U.S. 
Righ-~ay 101 (Interstate Highway 5) and Tor.rey Pines Ro.,d: 

Fr~ north junction U.S. Highway 101 (Interstat:e 
'Righway 5) and l'orreyPines Roaa t:1Vcr Torrey Pin~s Road 
to south junction U.S. !~.ay 101 (Int(.i!:rt:.t:rt~ Hl.gbwsy 
5) and !orrey Pines Road~ 

Issued by California P1:1bl:1c; UeUities Comm:L<::sion. 
::r-;. '2'( /J. Decision No. __ --_'_-_~ __ ,. Application No." 45061. 
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Appendix A AMeRICAN BUSLlNES, INC. . Orig:lnal Page 4 

SPECIAL CO~"DITIONS, R.I~~S AND RES'!tt!CTIONS 

1. Routes described include c:ansportation of passengers, 

their baggage and shipments of express (including newspapers) 

'Co1cighing one hundred pounds or less, on passenge:r-car.rying vehicles 

bet'Co1een all points and places,. subject to the same :restrictions as 

<:lpply to the tl:a-.c.sportation of passengers and their baggage as set 

forth herein,. except as otberwise noted. 

2. Passengers and their baggage sball not be tr.an.sported 

loc~lly betwe'eD. the following points: 

(a) Between Sacramento and R.oseville and intermediate 
points. 

(b) Between !.os Angeles, Long Beach, Newport Beach and 
Balboa and in't:e:mediate points, e7..cept: that this 
restriction shall not apply to sbipments of ex
press (including :ewspaPcrs) weighing one hundred 
pounds or less, on l'assenger-ea:::ying vehicles. 

(e) Between the San Diego Terminal of p..:nericml Busllncs,. 
Inc. ~nd La Jolla and intemediate po~ts. 

~: ~the te'.rm "locally" as used in connect:ion with these 
~:estr1etions does not Qp'Oly to the mov~t of 
passengers and their baggage from poinZs inside a 
~=estricted area to points outside that :t=cs1:riC1:ed 
~lrea or to the movement of passengers and tb¢il: 
baggage from points outside a restrieted axea to 
potnts inside said rest:ieted area. 

3~ Ameriean Buslines, Ine~ passenger stage service between 

Los Angeles and San Diego~ an~ intexmcdiatc: points of se:rvi.ce~ 

sball be coordinated and integrated with the services of the 

Santa Fe 'fi'~portation Company and The Atebison1 Topeka and 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision No; 65?7'; ,. Applietftion No. 4506l. 
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Santa Fe Railway Comp..any. Said sC'rV.!.ees shall prov:.ac for stop

over privileges and for the interchange of tiel<ets subject to the 

payment by the passengers or by refund to the passengers as the 

case may be of the difference between rail fares and pas~nger 

stage fares~ 

4~ Service between Del YJ.Br and Del Mar R.ace Trac!< and tbe 

Fair Grounds (Route 2.0~.) sball be rendered only during racing 

meets anCi other events at s.aid race track .and fa:!: grounds. 

5" Routes designated as "alternate routes" in this 

,~ppcndix are defined as routes which are in addition to the 

regular routes between the named termini, and are authorized for 

operating convenience, to be operated at the option of the 

company, provided, however, no servi.ce may be rende:ed to or from 

any intemediate point or points tbereon. 

6. P.Illleriean Buslines, Inc. is authorized to ~ate to 

and from the company stations or points of passenger pic!(Up and 

diseba-rge within each city, town or eormntmity into or through 

which an authorized highway route passes, unless otherwise 

specifically restricted or ltmited. 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission~ 

Decision 1'10. 65?24!l Application No. L,,s061. 


