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""-"'3'" C~-:L ~ Decision No. ______ _ 

BEFORE TIrE PUBLIC TJrILI'IIES COMl:1ISSION OF TIlE STAl'E OF C}l.IFORN!A 

In the Y~tter of the Suspension a~d ) 
Investigation on the Commission's Own ) 
I·Zotion of T:l7Ciffs Covering Exchange } 
Pxea Expansion of the Foresthill ) 
Exchanze of Foresthill Telephone Co., ) 
:nc. ) 

----.-----------------------------~) 

Case No. 7615 
(Filed ~~y 7, lS~3) 

R;31'p'h H~ner, for respon<ie~t .• 
Tac Pac:~·~c.Te1cphone and Telegraph 

COm?any,by Pzthu~ T. George and C~as. B. 
Renfr~, p:otes:ant. 

~~~scr Engineers Division o~ Henry J. 
I(aisc;c Compzny, by Kenneth M. Robinson; 
Czliforni~ Independent Telephone 
AS$oci~tion, 1:;y ~:eal C_.~sbrook; 
interested parcies • 

.J. E. _Brown, for the Commission staff. 

o P I ~T ION ..... _----..-

Public hca~ing in this mat'i:er was held before Commi!:sioner 

!~tchell and Examiner Emerson on YAY 15 and lG, 1963, in San 

Francisco. The matte: is submit~ed ane reacly foz decision. 

~Le reccrd shows that Foresthill Telephone Co., Inc., 

on April S, 1963, under its Advice Lette. No. 21, filed .evisecl 

t~riff sheets reflecting a propos cd ~~3n$ion of its Forestnill 

~:cchangc so 3:> to include the.ein an additional and presently 

unserved area of approxi~tely 250 square ~les l~~ng to the no~th 

~nd c~st of said exchanze. T~e filing was temporarily suspended 

by an order of the Commis$ion issued Y~y 7) 1963. 

Foresthill's filing was engendered by an inquiry respect­

i:'lZ availability of telephone service for construction camps and 

other construction communications purposes needed in connection with 

the development of the Middle Fork o~ the }.merican River Pro5ect of 

tr"l.e Placer County watcr Agency. I'i: appears that such inquiry, oriz­

inatine from !"...aisc::: Engineers, on behalf oi the subsequently 
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successful bicd~r on the constt'Uction project, consisted of :requests 

for cost information on the ~nstalla~~on of a co~nications system 

for the projcc~ directed to !l1c Pacific Telephone and Telezrapb 

Comp~ny on Janua~~· 23, 19~3, and to Foresthill Telephone Co., Inc., 

on February 4, 1?63. Tentative construction esti~tes were received 

from bo'th telephone companies duxinZ the wee!, of Februaxy la, 1963. 

Bid opening date for tee Middle Fo~k American River 

Proiect was Y~rca 5, lS~3. There~fter,a sc=ies' of meetings respect­

inG the p~05ectrs communications needs were held between !Csiser 

EneincC".cs and the two 'i:elep~1one companies i,)etween bid opcnins Q.a'te 

~nd eon:ract sizning date. !he successful bidder on the project 

W.;lZ P..mcriean Rive~ Conctructorz, a joint vcnt"..:r.re, of which !Csisez 

Enz~ncez~ is ~ part. !l1C projeet ~csizes private line, publ~c toll 

and Gcci-public ~o11 telephone s~.-vice .and has no present or fo~e­

cccable desire for excaan:e telephone service. 0= paramount con­

cern ~o the project, a~ t~i~ point, is the immediate need for 

communicst::,orl$ service; ~nit:':~l cervice to ~i:le French l1cado~-

~ell Kole cocplex beinz nce~ec by June 1, 1~6~, and the overall 

final~zyscem ~e~;cc beine necccd by July 1, 1963. 

~o=e$thi:l's proposal, in brief, was to supply the desired 

service by means of tlic:::-o-wave equipmCtlt: bU'i: such service could not 

be ~de aV8il~ble for a period of time w.hie~ it estimates ~y :e 

anywaerc from 90 days to as long as lZO days afte= aC'CU211y com­

:ncncinz its work. Tl1e pro~ ect cannot endure such a dcl~y, du.c to 

_ ~he mazn::tudc of the "Ilork in".rolved and tl"lC necessity of utilizing 

eve~~ possible day for construction before winter weather sets in 

and isol~t:es the project areas. 

Pacific Telephone's pro,osal ~s to pro~r.t~e immediate 

scrvice,. within fifteen days aftc:: ~ta::t of field work, by means 
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of a suitable p~ir of conductorc laid on :op of the ~~ound for ~ 

~i$tance o~ ~bout 21 milec froc its ~'isti~ liecs in its Geor,:ctown 

exchan::;e to the French ~1cadows ... Eell !::ole ccrcple:: and concurren'i:ly 

to stzrt bu...-yine a 25-pair cable, suOstan'i:ially the s.ame distance, 

so as to provide the final-system service within 45 days after 

start of t'7orl,. P.ltnouza this p::,oposal will not tleet the tarzet 

ds~es of June 1 and July l~ 1963, it is tlontns ~arlier ~1an 

Foresthill's po~sible completion date. 

The reco:d contains no evidence that ~espondcnt 

Foresthill is in receipt of an application for excaanze telephone 

service from ~n1 pe=son in the territory eovc:cd by its April ?> 

1963, filit!e, nor i:".as respondent demonstA:'ated taae the pwlie 

inte=est =equires that it hold itself out to provide 80cb service 

prior to public need thorefor. 

In view o~ tl'le e"lidcnce respcctinZ the u:czency of 

supp~yinz the desired SCr-l~CC a~ ~'lC earliest ?O$$i~lc date e~~ 
.. 

respondent's ~&cittcd ina~ility to provide tac servic~ either 

when need~d or re~sor~o17 ti~ely thereto, tae Commission finds 

t~at =e~pondent ~s in f~ct unable presently to pr~Jidc the ~:cl~nzc 

~elep~one $crv~ee which by its April S, 1963, i~l!ns i~ would pur­

por~ to provide. In view of such si~~~t~on, tac Commission farther 

finds tha'i: the suspension of sa~d filing should n~1l be made per­

manent 'tIrltl1out prejudice, l'loweve=, to a r-uture fj.ling llt such 

t~mc as respondent may dcmonst.atc ~hat t~ere is public need or 

desire for exchanse service in the a~ea and that respon~t ~s 

fully capable of supp1yin~ the same. 
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~RDER .... ..-.~...,-

IT IS OroJEr.:EI> that Tari.ff S"llee'ts Nos. 22C-T:p 22S-T 

and 230-T of Foresthill Telephone Co.:p Inc. 7 are hereby permane&~ly 

suspended without ~rejudice as hereir~bove stated. 

The effective date of t:'lis order shall be the d&:te hereof. 

Dated at ~ Fr.uldSCO, , California, this ,j ;d 
day of _____ M;.;.,;A .... Y ____ , 1963. 

• 

~~.'~[,;"~ 
~~#~ 
~i.A~ 

Co~i~=io~or Evorc~t c. ~cKcaee, bo1~ 
nccc~~ar117 ~o=cnt. die not '3rt1C1~~e. 
in tho 41:pozi ~1on o'! :t*~~inw 

, COriim'l:sSl.oner:;. 


