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Decision No .. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 'l'HE STATE (JF CALIFORNIA 

Application of Facific Electric ) 
~ail'Way Company for authority to ) 
discontinue its ~ency at Santa ) 
Monica, County of Los Angeles, ) 
State of California, and to- main- ) 
tain said station as- a Class A ) 
notlaocncy. ) 

Application No. 44927 
Filed ~~ovembeX' S, 1962 

E. D .. Yeomans and Walt A .. Steiger, by Walt A. 
Steiger, for applicant. 

C. D.. Hileman for Order of Railroad Telegraphers; 
Ro bert L. Neiman for Quali-rv; and Fred W .. 
Coker for E & E Appliances, Inc .. , pro-
testants. ; 

.John P. Ukleja. for the Commission staff. 

OPINION 
~ ..... --...-~-

Sy this applic4tion Pacific ?lectric Railway Company 

seeks authority to discontinue its agency in the City of Santa 

Monica, Los Angeles County, and thereafter to maintain. said station 

as a Class A nonagency station. Applicant contends that under 

present conditions both the business handled and the type of busi

ness conducted at said station do not warrant the continued 

maintenance of an agency a.t said station, and that me public 

can be adequately served from the agency station at Culver City, 

California. 

the application was protest~d by two receivers of 

less-than-carload freight and the Order of Railroad Telegraphers, 

.:md wa,s s,,;pported by one receiver of carlOAd freight. Eight 

letters of protest were received. '!h:ree of these w:LthdreTi their 
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A.44':J27 • 

protests by subsequent letters, 1;hree appeared, and two did not 

appear. All of said parties werc served with notice of hearing 

in accordance with the Commission's proe~durAl rul~s_ 

A public heating was held in the City of Santa Monica 
. J 

on March 5, 1963, before E~ner DeWolf. Oral and:~c\l1'De1lt4X'Y 

evidence having been adduced, the matter was submtted for de

cision. 

Notice of Intention to close the station was posted a~ 

the Santa MOnica station on September 7, 1962, and a notice of 

hearing was posted at said station and published in a local 

ne.wspaper. 

The City of Santa Monica is situated, by rail" 14.6 

t:liles westerly of Los Angeles. '!he Pacific Electric Railway sta

tion is in the center of the city and is tbe~~sterly terminus of 

said line. One person, the agent, is employed at Santa Monica 

~d at the Culver City station there aze ~o clerks and an agent. 

The bours at both stations are S. a.m.. to 5 p.:n., and the Culver 

City station remains open during the noon hour. Tbe~ is one 

=~und trip a day to Santa Monica. It was estimated by applicant's 

witnesses that the Olctual world.ng time of the Santa Monica agent 

~oes not exceed 3-1/2 hours per. day and that his work could be per

formed by the Culver City agency by adding an extra clerk with-

out adversely affecting the present service at said. station. 

The rail' distance between the two points is 5.8 mii~s and by h1gh

".Nay it is 6.6 miles. No change is contemplated in tbl! manner of 

han~ling carload shipments except that the clerical work, inspec

tions, tmd inquiries will be handled by the Culver City agency. 
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Present track fac1li~ies will not be 'cMnged. A waybill box 

will be located at Santa. Monica. for the convenience of customers 

~ the train crew. Less-than-earload shipments are now handled 

by a motor carrier affiliate and other carriers on a store-door 

yiekup .and delivery basis. No passenger tickets ~ railway express 

shipments, or mail a:e handled at the Santa Monica. station. The 

~w.ployees at Culver City will call on Santa Monica carload cus

tomers ~~ often as necessary to assist them in handling their 

traffic. 

Gross operating revenue associ-ated with rail traffic 

ending. October 31, 1961, and October 31, 1962, ~1a.s as £0110"'..1$: 

Carload Freight 
Lcss-than-~load 
Storage 
Demurrage 

Totals 

12 mon'ths Ending 12 Months End.irJg 
October 31, 1961 October 31, 1952 

$ 148,797 
6,013 

157 
4 z 844 

$ I59,SI1 

$ 99,062 
4,474 

147 
3.932 

$ 107,0,3 

Applicant, a subsidiary of the Southern Pacific Company, 

operates in the area known .as the Los Angeles Basin .. 

The vohmle of business handled at the S.a:nta. Monica. sta

tion for the twelve~m¢nth periods ending October 31, 1961, and 

October 31, 1962, was AS follows: 
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A. 44927 ~ 

Carload Freight: 

Forwarded 
Received 

Less-than-Carload~ 

'Xo tal tons:-' 

Forwarded 
Received 

12-MOnth Period 12-MOnth Period 
Ended Oct. 31, 1961 Ended Oct .. 31, 19~2 
Tota! Aver.per Da.y Toeat Aver.per bay 

451 
1,020 

175 
169 

1~78 
4.02 

.69 

.67 

274 
843 

134 
186 

1.08 
3.32 

.53 

.73 

No. of depot shipments 899 3.54 798 3.14 

No. of Damaged Ship-
ments inspected 525 2.07 514 2.02 

Ol:ael: Bills of Lading 31 .12 18 .07 

Car Orders Placed 364 1.43 304 1.20' 

Seop-off Cars 127 .50 73 .29' 

Figures for November, December and January shOw con

tinuing decrease in carload traffic .. 

Station operating expense for the twelve months ending 

October 31, 1962, was $8,697. 

Applicant estimates savings on the basis of a nonagency 

s~a~ion at $1,522, as follows: 
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Est~ted Annual Savings if Santa MOniea s~a~ 
tion is operated as a nonagency from Culver City 

Item 

Cross Savings: 

Wages - Agent 
Railroad Retirement & Unemployment 

Insurance Taxes 
Health & Welfare Benefits 

Total Wages, Taxes & Health & 
Welfare Benefits 

Auto mileage Allowance - Agent 
Telephone ' ' 
Electricity 
Refuse Collection 
Gas 
Misc. Station Supplies & Expenses 

Total other 1:han Wages, Taxes & 
Health & Welfare Benefits 

Grand Total Gross Savings 
Less: 
Added Expenses at Culver City: 
Wages - One 1.ndustry Clerk 
Rail:oae Retirement & Unemployment 

Insur.ance Taxes 
Health & Welfare Benefits 

Total Wages, Taxes & Health & 
Welfare Benefits 

Auto. Mileage Allowance - Industry 
Clerk 

Telephone 
Mise. Station Supplies & Expenses 

Total other than Wa.ges, Taxes & 
Health & Welfare Benefits 

Grand Total Added Expenses 

Estimated Net Annual SAvings 

Amounts 

$ 6,655 * 
492 
243 

$ 527 
326 

67 
.18 
,57 
60 

$ 5,773 * 
492 
248 

$ 252 
163 

* Includes Vaea.tion .Allowance and Paid Holidays 
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$7,395 

$ 1,055 

$ 8,450 

$ 6,513 

$ 415 

$ 6,928 

$ 1,522 
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Protesting shippers contend that closing the station 

would result in delays and inconvenience and would not be 1n the 

public interest;· tbat inspections would no~ be prompt; and that 

merchandise might be taken from cars. The record shows that cars 

are spotted at midday and that consignees will be notified of the 

arrival by phone or by postcard as at present. Carload consignees 

would have access to cars at all times whether agent is present, or 

not.. Payment of freight bills will be accepted by the Culver City 

agent. car and merchandise inspections will be made on request ... 

!qo protest was made by the City of Santa Monica or by the Chamber 

of Commerce of the City. 

The Commission finds that carload traffic can be adequate

ly and satisfactorily handled through the CUlver City agcncy~ and 

that the less-tban-carload freight is practically nonexistent due 

primarily to the many store-door truck pickup and delivery services 

which are available. Applicant· s spur and team track facilities 

and service need not be changed except to be operated by the 

agency at Cul vcr City. It is the intention of applicant to abolish 

the position now held by the Santa Monica. agent who, by reason of 

seniority, will be retained at another location .. 

The Commission finds that an adequate aIld convenient 

service is available from applicant·s facilities maintained at 

Culver City. The public interest would not be served by requiring 

~pplicant to sustain an, unnecessary expense at Santa Monica. 

The Commission further finds that public convenience and 

necessity no longer require the maintenance by Pacific Electric 

Railway of an agency at Santa Monica. 
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IT IS ORDERED that: 

Pacific Electric Railway Company is authorized to dis

continue its agency at Santa MOnica, Los Ang~les County, California, 

subject to the following conditions: 

a. Pacific Electric Railway Company shall maintain said, 
station in a nonagency status for the receipt or 
delivery of freight in any quantity, carload or less .. 

b.. Within one hundred twenty days after the effective 
date hereof and not less than ten days prior to 
the discontinuance of the agency at Santa Monica, 
Pacific Electric Railway Company shall post a notice 
of such discontinuance at the station and, within 
one hundred twenty days after the effective date 
hereof and on not less than ten days' notice to 
the CommiSSion and to the public~ Pacific Electric 
Railway Company shall file in duplicate amendment$ 
to its tariffs showing the change authorized herein 
and shall make reference in such notice and tariffs 
to this deciSion as authority for the changes~ In 
no event shall the agent' be removed, pursuant to 
the autbority here1n.a.bove granted, earlier than the 
effective date of the tariff filings required here-
under. 

c. Within thirty days after discontinuance of service 
as herein authorized, applicant shall, in writing, 
notify this Commission thereof and of compliance 
with the above conditions.. ' 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

/ 

Dated at __ ..;.S:ln_...;"~;,,.;;.,.;;;;;~;..;..-__ , California, this .., I &l¢ 
day of _____ M_AY ___ , 1963. 

COiiiDlSsioners 

Co~1:~1o~or !v.erctt c. MeY.C3ee. be1ng 
~oce::cr11y a~~c~t. ~1~ net ~~rt~c1p3to 
1:2. tho 41:p¢:1 tio::. 0: th!.: ;>rocoo~~ 


