ORIGHAL

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

835545
Decision No.

Application of Pacific Electrie )

Railway Company for authority to

discontinue its agency at Orange,: Application No. 44925
County of Orange, State of Cali- (Filed November 8, 1962)
fornia, and to maintain said : o

station as a Class A non-agency.

E. D. Yeomans and Walt A. Steiger, by Walt A.
Steizer, for applicant.

C. D. Hx%emag, for Order of Railroad Tele-
grapners; and David Sidney Savage, for

Certified Materizls Company, protestants.
John P. Uklefa, for the Commission staff.

OPINION

By this appiication Pacific Electric Railway Company
seeks authority to discontinue its agency in the City of Orange,
Orange County, and thereafter maintain said station as a Class A
nonagency station. Applicant contends that undgr present con-
ditions both the business handled and the type of business con-
ducted at sald station do not warrxant the continued maintenance
of an agency at said statlon, and that the public can be ade-
quately served from the agency at La Habra, California.

The application was procested by the Orange Chamber of
Cotmexce, Robert E. Whitcomb, roofing contractor, David S. Savage,
dry well contractor, and the Order of Railroad Telegraphers.

Tour letters of protest were received one of which was withdrawn;

the writers of two of the others did not appear. All interested
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parties were served with notice of the hearing in accordance with
the Commission's procedural rules.
| A public hearing was held in the City of Orange on
March 7, 1963, before Examiner DeWolf. Oral and documentary evi-
dence having been adduced, the matter was submitted for decision.
Notice of Intention to ciose‘the stacion'was posted at
the Orange station on September 14, 1962, and nbtice of hearing
was posted at said station and published in a local newspaper.
The City of Oramge is situated approximately 27 miles
southeasterly of Los Angeles and has a population of approxi~
mately 93,000. The Pacific Electric Railway station is in the
center of the ¢ity on a short branch line 1.3 miles long, and
uses Southern Pacific lines to reach the other lines of the
company. The trains are made up at Los Nietos south of Whittiex
and operate via Studebaker, Carmenita, Buena Park, Anaheim and
Maxlboro over Southern Pacific lines and them south to Orange.
The highway distance between Orange and la Habra is
approximately 14 miles. One person, Che agent, is employed at
Orange, and there are an agent and a clerk at the La‘Hébra station.
The hours at both stations are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The La Habra
station is open six days a week, and the Orange station five
days a week. It was estimated that the actual working time of
the Orange agent does not exceed 2% hours per day and that his
. work could be pérformed by the La Eabra agency without adding an
employee or adversely affecting the présemt service at said sta-
tion. No change is contemplated in the mammer of handling carload

shipments except that the clerical work, inspectioms, and inquiries
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will be bandled by the La Habra agent or clerk. Present track
faciliries will mot be changed. A waybill box will be located at
the Orange station for the convenience | of customers, agent, and
train crew. Tree phome service will be made available. Less-
than-carload shipments are mow handled by a motor carrier affil-
iate and other carriers on a store-door pickup and delivery basis.
No passengef ticketé, railway express shipments, or mail are
handled at the Orange station. The employees at La I-Lﬁbra will call
on Garden Grove carload custome:s as often as mecessary to assist
them in handling their traffic.

| Gross operating revemue associated with rail traffic orig-
inating and terminating at Orange for the twelve months ending
Octobexr 31, 1961, and October 31, 1962, was as follows:

12 Months Ending 12 Months Endin
Qctober 31, 1961 October 31, 196

Carload Freight $ 32,891 $ 70,750
Less~than~-Carload 1,707 1,827
Storage 4 ' -
Demurrage 228 384

Totals $ 84,830 $ 72?961

Applicant, a subsidiary of the Southern Pacific Company,
operates in the area known as the Los Angeles Basin. Expense asso-
ciated with said traffic, except local station expense, was ot
available,nor was the division of said revemue with other railroscds.

The volume of bus:'.nes's handled at the Orange station
for the twelve-month periods ending October 31, 1661, and
October 31, 1962, was as follows:
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12 Months Zndin 12 Months Endin

Qctober 31, 196 October 31, 196
_ Average Average

Total Per Day Total Per Day

Carload Freight:

Forwarded 414 1.63 215. .85
Received 384 1.51. 559 2.20

Less-than-Carload:
Total Tons:

Forwarded
Received

Depot Shipments

Damaged Shipments Inspected

Order Bills of Lading

Car QOxders Placed
Stop-off Cars 37 53
Based upon 254 working days.

There were no tickets sold at this station, nor were any
passenger traffic, baggage, express, telegrams, or milk

handled.
Station operating expense for the twelve months ending
October 31, 1962, was $7,4386.
Applicant estimates annual savings on the dbasis of a

nonagency . station at $6,577, as follows:
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Item

Gross Savings:

Wages ~ Agent

Railroad Retirement & Unemployment
Insurance Taxes

Health & Welfare Bemefits

Total Wages, Taxes & Health X%
Welfare Benefits

Automobile Mileage Allowance ~ Agent
Telephone

Electricity
Gas

Misc. Station Supplies & Expenses

Total other than Wages, Taxes %
Health & Welfare Bemefits

Grand Total GrossvSavings
Less:

Added Expenses at La Habra:
Operation of Company Automobile

Telephone
Misc. Station Supplies & Expenses
Total Added Expenses 864

Estimated Net Annual Savings $6,577

Protesting shippers contend that closing the station
would result in deléys and inconvenience and would not be in the
public interest; that inspections would not be prompt; and that
merchandise might be taken £from cars. The record shows that cars
are spotted at midday and that consignees will be notified by phone
or by card as at present. Carload consignees would have access to

cars at all times, whether agent is present or not. Payment of
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freight bills will be accepted by the La Habra azent who would go
to Orange for that purpose. Car and merchandise inspections will be
made on request.

The Chamber of Commerce presented evidence of thé indus-
trial and residential growth of Orange and surrounding areas, as
well as city plans for the further development of séveral industrial
sections. Its position, gemexally, is that there is a need for an
agency station at Orange to properly takeléare-of present and
anticipated xail traffic. On the other hand, the record indicates

that carload traffic can be adequately and satisfactorily bhandled

through the La Habra agency, and that the less-than-carload freight

is practiecally nonexistent due primarily to the many store-door
truck pickup and delivery services which are available. Applicanc's'
spur and teanm tiack facilities and scrvice will not bBe changed except
by the substitution of one agent for another.

It is the intention of applicant to abolish the position
now held by the agent who, by reason of sepiority, will be retained.

The Commission, having carefully considered the record,
finds that an adequate and convenient service is available from
applicant's facilities maintained at Lz Habra; that the general
public interest would not be served by requiring applicant to sus-
tain 3an unnecessary expense; and that public convenience and neces-
sity no longer require the maintenance by the Pacific Electric
Railway Company of an agency at Orange. Applicant will Dbe required
to contimue the station in a Class A nonagency Status at which
freight in any quantity, carload or less, will be handled.

The application will be granted as hereinmafter set forth.
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ORDE!

IT IS ORDERED that:
Pacific Electric Railway Companylis authoxized to dis-

contimue it3 agency at Orange, Orange County, California, subject

to the following conditions:

a.

atter the

day of

Pacific Electric Railway Company shall maintain
sald station in a nonagency status for the receipt
or delivexy of freight in any quantity, carload or
less.

Vithin one hundred twenty days after tae effective
date hereof and no: less than ten deys prioxr to

the discontinuance of the agency at Orange, Pacific
Electric Railway Company shall post a notice of
such discontinuance at the station and, within omne:
hundred twenty days after the efZective date hereol
and on not less than ten days' notice to the
Commission and to the public, Pacific Electric
Railway Company shall £f£ile in duplicate amendments
to its tariffe shewing the change authorized lierein
and shall make reference In such notice and tariffs
to this decision as authority Zoxr tae changes. In
no event shzall the agent te removed, pursuant o
the authority hereinabtove §ranted, carlier than tae
efgective-date of the tariff Zilings required here-
under. .

Within thirty days after discontinuance of sexvice
as nerein authorized, applicant shall, in writing,

notify this Commission thereof amd oI compliance
wich the above conditioms. '

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
te hereof. | |
Dated at San Franafaco » Califormia, this_lﬂ
JUNE ! , 19¢3.

Commzssioners

Cozmissioner Peter E. Mitchell, delng
nocessarily absent, Aid not participate
in the Aisposition of this proceedidg.




