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Decision No. 65570 . 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Investigation into the operations ~ 
of SOiJ'!HERN CALIFORNIA WATER. COM?ANY 
in the City of ~lacentia and 
surrounding territory. 

case No. 7564 
(Filed February 19, 1963) 

I 

O'Melv2nY & Myers, by Donn B. Mil1er~ for 
res'COudent. 

Aley.ander Bo'to1ie) for Yorba Linea. County 
. Wa.ter District, interes::ed !,arty. 

Elmer S~om and Donald B. Steger, for 
the ssion scaff. 

OPINION ... _- ..... - ....... 

This investigation was instituted to determine whether 

Southe=n california Water Company, in the making of extensions or 

proposed extensio~s in the City of Plae~tia and su==o'~iDg terri­

tory, Orange .Cot:nty, including extensions or proposed extension!:. 

to serve Tracts Nos. 4590, 4681, 4715, 4794, 4807, and 4814, hzs 

complied or will co~ly with the provisions of ~~eral Or~er 

No. 103, and ~o=c particular~y Title !II, paragraphs 3 and 4 tl~c­

of relating to tra~ZU'.ission sys~ems and water supply requirements. 

A further pu--po~e wa~ to determi:e whether responden~ ~s =eaehed 

the lin:it of i~s ca?~city to sUl'ply w.?t:er in. this par~ieular area 

and to <!eec::tninc whether :fur~her cocs~rs e.s.:'l ~ s'l,.1'plied wi~hout: 

injuriously withdrewing ::he supply Wholly or in part from eaas~ers 

should be ordered to refrain. from furnisr~ng water. to any n~~or 

additional eon$\m1ers. 
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Public hea.ring was held before Examiner tJarner on 

May 2, 1963, a.t Santa krJA. 

Exhibit j:~o. 1 is a report on an investigation made by 8 

Commission staff engineer. As to sources of supply, said exbi~it 

shOW's that respondent r s present peaking capacity in the Placentia 

system consists of 3,350 gallons per minute from tbree wells and 

two booster p1an:s,and au~ddit1onal 4,500 gallons per minute with 

tbe instellati~a of a 16-ineb ciameter connection to facilities 

of Cransc County ~cip81 Water District, a c~stituent ~ici­

pality of the Metropolitan Water District of Soutbern Californis 

which is scbeciulecl for completion about: May 15,. 1953. Storage 

capacity consists of a 50,OOC-gallon elevated ta~, and a 250,000-

zallon ground level reservoir. 

Exhibit: 1'10. 1 also ShO't-1S tbat respondent served a total 

of 1,633 customers in toe Placentia system as of Jan'IUJry·l, 1963. 

It was estimated that Sl~6 customers woule be added durinZ 19G3, 

includinz 464 in tbe ~forementionecl six trac~s, for a totsl of 

2,53l~ as of December 31, lS~3. !he required maximum domestic 

water supply for an assumccl 2,323 customers in September, 1963, 

w.::s estimated to be 1,533 gallons per m:.~u~e. 

The record Shows that no infor.cal complaints regarding 

wa~~r service in the Placentia district have been filed with the 

Cotr.:'."'.ission during the past three years, S::'lci tha.t about: 2S customers 

have complained to ~he res~ndent abou~ air, sand, or dirt in the 

water, or unsatisfactory pressure du=ing th~PAst ye~r. Pressure 

=ecording~ were taken at various points througr~out the system G~r­
ing the l~st ewo weeks of March and the first week of April, 1963. 
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The staff engineering witness concludecl in Exhibit No. 1 

as follows: 

1. Responder:.t has more than a sufficient supply to adequately 

8crv-e th~ Placentia system duri.ng the summer peak periods in 1963 

and in the forseeable future. 

2. Respondent's transmission and distribution ;acilities, 

which serve the new sUbdivisioes located in the northeast portion 

of the Placentia service area, have been installed in accordance 

with General Order No. 103. 

3. Service in the Placentia areA, except in the so-called 

Atwood system, is reasonable. 

4. Water pressure 1:1. the Aewood system" which is on~-ha.lf 

mile eas t of Placentia and is independent both of the six tracts 

and of the so-called Red Johnson Tracts, which .arc four tdles 

east of P~acentia, does DOt meet the minimum requirements of 

Ger..eral O=dcr No. 103. 

!he st2.ff en.ginecr ::'ccOtm:lenC:cd that respondent be ordered 

to install booster facilities or other improvemeats to increase the 

pressure of the Atwood system to meet the minimum requirements of 

General Order No. lOS. 

No other evidence "".as <:.ddl:.ced at; the J::learing. 

Findings 

The Commission finds en~ aeopts as fact the conclusions 

conta.ined in Exhibit: No.1.. It further finds tb.a.t the rcCOt:ln'le'Qd.a­

tion containeG in said exhibit is reasonable. 
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ORDER ------
IT IS ORDERED: 

1. Respondent, Southern California Water Company, shall, 

within 120 days after ~he effective date hereof, install booster 

facilities or other improvements to increase the pressure of the 

Atwood system in its Placentia district, Orange County, to meet 

the minimum requirements of General Order No. 103 ~ncl sb.,ll notify 

:~"IC Cormnission in ~rrit1ng. ~s to the monn~ in wbieb this bas been 

accomplisbed. 

'tt"lC effective date of tbis order sball be twenty ~ys 

a f·ter the date be=eo£. 

Datce at _________ , California, this 

ckIy of __ --...11,j,j1 IN~E_....I1 ___ , l~6S. 
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