
65750 
Decision No. ____ _ 

BEFORE 'I'.dE PtJB.LIC l.1TILITIES COMMISSION OF THE S'!ATE OF CALIFORl-!IJ .. 

In the 11atter of the Investigation into ) 
tbe rates, rules. re$UlatiODS

i 
charges,. 

allowances and practices of a 1 eoamon 
carriers, highway carriers and city 
carriers relating to the transportation 
of arty and all coam:x1:Lties between and 
witain all points and places in the 
State of California (includ.1ng, but not 
limited to, transportation for which 
rates are .provided in Minimum Rate 
Tariff No.2). 

Case No. 5432 
(petition for Mo<:ll.fieatiOn 

No. 290 
F11e~ February 13, 1963) 

'tiilliam H. Kessler, far :Bark Producers Co1:po1:ation, 
petitioner. 

'8, R; Garcia, for Scott Lumber Co.; Geortt1e Faris, 
for Uiii01l Transportation Co.;.J c. sl;!ar, 
3. X. Qaintra11 and A. D. Poe J tor caiifQrn1a 
Trucking Association,. inte1:ested parties. 

Erie Ai Mohr and John F, S;eecbt, for the Commiss1on 
sta f. 

OPINION - ......... - .... ~--

'Ibis petition was heard and submitted before Examiner 

thompson at Fxesno on May 21, 1963~ 

'By the petition, as amended at the hear-Lng, Bark 

Producers Corporat1on~ a d1stribtrtor of g;:round bm:k, humus and 

other soil conditioners, requests the establishment in Minimum. 

R..ate Tarlff No.2 of the following exception ratings: 

Saw Mill Residue, consisting of a m:Lxtu:e of 2 or 
more of the following: bark, conifer". ground; 
sawdust; humus or foxest humus; in bu~" in car
loads, subject to Note 1: 

Minimum weight 34,000 pounds - Class C 
Miu1mum weight 40,000 pounct: - Class E 

l~ote 1 - If more than one vehicle or combination 
of vehicles constituting 8 s1ug1e unit 
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· e C. 5432 (pet. 290) ds 

of equipment is used for the transporta
tion of oS singl.e sbipment~ each such 
vehicle or combination of veb5~eles shall 
be subject to the m!ni""JIll weight .applieable~ 

There are no protests to the establishment of the sought 

exception ratings~ 

The present mi:cimum. c.arload ratings for the components 

of sawmill residue are: 

:Bark (exclusive of '.tan Bark 
and Spent Bark) 

Sawdust 

Humus 

Min1mulXl Yt~ 

34~OOO 

30,000 

4O~OOO 

Rating 

B 

E 

E 

Wbtm bark and s.owdust are mixed the applicable carload 

When other components are mixed, the mixture is rated in accordance 

with Item. No~ 90 of Mi'DitnJ.lJl1 Rate Tariff No.2 applicable to mixed 

shipments. 

A wood technologist employed as production manager by 

petitioner testified concerning the properties of the commodities 

involved harein and concerning the production and distribution of 

petitioner's products. 

Petitioner distributes soil conditioners and soil 

additives from Dinuba, Marysville, Red 31uff, Placerville and 

Orange. These conditioners and additives, and in some eases 

mulches, consist entirely of ground or shredded b.::r.rk, bumus or 

sawdust of various types and sizes of pieces. Humus is partially 

decomposed organic matter. Ground en: shredded bark or sawdust 

that is composted partially decomposes and becomes ht'DllUS. The 

proeess is a natural one. The wood technologist distinguished 



e 
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forest humus from other bumus as being the materlal tal~ from 

the surface of 'tbe ground in the forest as compared to material 

tllat has been taken from a pile of sawmill residue purposely set 

aside for composting and partial deeomposit:ion~ 

'l'be weight densities and values of tbe components of 

sawmill residue are: 

BarI~ 

Sawdust 

Humus 

Pounds per 
Cubic Foot 

14 to 35 

14 to 25 

13 to 35 

Value in Cents 
Per Cubic Y.n:d 

70 to 390 

40 to 15 

70 to 390 

The densities of the articles vary with the amount of 

water content. In .addition to h~~ a certain residual water 

eontent~ the articles are suscepeible to the absorption of 

moisture from the atmospbere ~ Tbe values vary according to the 

market prices based upon the demand for the various sizes and 

types of material. 

Petitioner has encountered problems iu the distribution 

applieablc to them. When the ccamodity is composed entirely of 

the mater-Lal obtained from the g:ound in the forest 'the carload 

rating is Class E subject to a minimum weight of 4.0,000 pounds. 

'When the commodity is eomposed of material taken from. a pile of 

ground bark or shredded bark, a question of fact presents itself 

as to whether tbe material has been sufficiently decomposed so 

that it is humus or Whether it remai'DS grOtmd or sm:edded oarl(. 

If it is humus it is subjeet to the Class E rarl:ng mend.oncd 

above; if it is bark, it is subject to the carload ratill8 of 

Class B subject to a minimum weight of 34,000 poands~ t.J'here the 
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materLal is taken £rom a pile of sawdust at the lXlill, again the 

question of fact presents itself as to whetbc: the decomposition 

of the mater;"al~ which .as stated above is a natural proeess~ is 

sufficient to change the identity of the eOtDDlOdity~ If it is 

sawdust, the applicable rating is Class E 

weight of 30,000 pounds. 

The eommodities, xegardless of their identities as bark, 

sawdus t or humus, are loaded onto trucks in'identically the same 

manner) and except as to differences in sizes of particles have 

virtually the same appearance ~ 

v1e find that 'the transportation characteristics of, 

ground conifer bark are the same as those of htl1UUS ~ We further 

find that the proposed exception ratings on sawmill residue, as 

defined in the petition, are eompa:ablc to the m:i.nimum ratings 

established for the transportation of other forest products baving 

similar transportation ebaractor':'st!.cs and are reasonable, just: and 

nondiscrtm1~tory. 

We conclude that the proposed ratings should be, 

established :i.n Minimum Rate Tar-:'£f No.2 as the just, reasonable 

and nondiscriminatory minimum ratings for the transportation of 

sawdust residue as-defined berein~ 

ORDER .-_ ... - .... 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1: Mitdmutll Rate Tariff No~ 2 (Appendix D of Decision 

No. 31606, as amended) is hereby further amended by incorporating 

therein to become effective September 14, 1963:, Twenty-eighth 

Revised Page 8, Original Page S8-C, and ':twenty-second Revised 

Page 39, which revised pages are attached hereto and by this 

reference made a part hereof. 
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2 ~ Tariff publications authorized to be made by coamon 

carriers as a result of the order herein may be made effective 

not earlier than the tenth day af~r the effective elate of this 

order, and may be made effective on not less than ten days' not~ce 

to the Commission and to the public if filed not later than sixty 

days after the effective date of the min:lmur:l rate tar.!.f£ pages 

incorporated in this order. 

3; Common carriers, in establishing and lIlaintailling the 

rates authorized bereinabove, .a:e hereby authorized to depart 

from the provisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities· Code 

to the extent neeessaxy to adj ust 1008- and short-haul departures 

now maintained \mder outstanding authoriz.:ltions; such outstancling 

authorizations are hereby modified only to the extent necessal:y to 

comply wltb. this order; and schedules containing the rates 

published ·under this ~utbority shall make reference to the prior 

orders authorizing long- and sho:t-haul depaxtU%es and to this 

orcler. 

4; In all other respects said Decision No; 31606, as 

amended, shall remain in full force .and effect~ 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty clays 

after the date hereof. 
San 'F:ra.nci8c0 Dated at~ _________ , California, this 

&.Mclay of r1r · 1963. 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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. C;;r..colG 
~·en~y-~ve.n~h R~vis4Cltd. P~e ••••• ~ . 

IIiD.'IMtlM RAl'E T~-r NO.2 

l INDEX OF COMMO::JI'XIES (Cont1nued) t/ 
l COlvlhODITY lteJn 

COM!-.i.ODITY Item 
Number Number 

I , , Pe~:I, cow 6$2-6.54·;' ?"am." Bit 36.5 , 
I Peas", dried 6S2-6S4~ ?a.violi (prepared.) 320 1 Peas, split or whole(M) 6S2-6S~~ Red Dog 6S2-6S4~ I Put ~lOSS 6S2-65~2" Redwood. Bark 6$2-6S4! 
1 I P~1n, Fruit or ?eels, 11~ :;6$ , , . 

Veget&ole ,320 ?.eels, Salld. 36> i I , 
i Peel, F.ruit, citns, Re.tu.se, Bean or Pea. 6S2-6S4~ ! dried, flaked or P..e~e, Fruit, dr1ed 6$2-651J.,. i 

erarro.la~d 652-654~ Refuse, Pot4.to Pulp , 6S2-6S4-s ! Pellets, ~t pulp,dry 6$2-654z, Repellents, 1nz.eet (M) 377.$, 723-726 ~ .. Pertwnory 39$ *?.e:sidue, So:W Y.!.ll . 382 I Pern:.a.r.ent h.a.il:'-wa:ving :'.e:::id'.l'l:Jn, j)i:~ille=:r 

6S2-'54} I set:s 39$ ~ela.sse:::, d.-y 
Peroxide, Hydrogen 38$ ~·~duur. ~~A~ Oil 652..654~ I 

....... ., .""..,;, .. 
Petroleum al'l.d Petro- ~s!'d~ !!"Ili't. 0:-
leum Produet.s a.s 'V~~~ta."Ol~ 6>2-65.4~ d~~riOed. in We3tern ?,ice-ar.d.-i. .. .ilk 32! ClasSification 377.$,723-726 ?.ice, B:-~ ... -er:J 1 652-6$4~ Petroleum Jelly 39$ ?.!.:e ~ ?le~e~ 652-6S4il ?hosph.a.te, D1ea.lci~ 6S2-6S1J.S ?';ce, ~d. otl:.er 

)45~:3to ?ickle~ 320 ~~e:..~s Pie Y;.ix, Pizz.a. 3l.LS 
I 

Pie Prepar;. tio:c.: ,320 Rice, Pa.ddy 6$2-654: Pies, not baked,i':rozen 377.6 Rig Irons 36$ ?iling 
1690,710 ~.s a.nd Wed.ges 36> Pimentos 320. Rods, Polished or Valve :365 Pins, wood.en )65 Rods, P'.lll (1) 365 Pipe, ClI.St or wrought Rods, Sucker :.65 iron or steel 1:.6$· Rope (11) )65 ?ipe,e.a.::t iron pre:s.sure 378 Rope, 1Vire J6$ Pipe, ca.st 1ron soil 378 Ro:se "Tater 395 Pipe,. plate or sheet Ru.n.."'ling ~3, $~ 

iron or :teel :;65 'boiler (11) :;,6$ Pizza. Pie Zvl.1x 345 Rye 6S2-6S4~ Pl&:lterboard. joint 
compO\lnd. 378.2 

Pla:stics, Synthetic 378.5,.379 
Plug3, Cementi:lg :36$ 
Plugs, Dr.r Hole :365 

:;55 Plywood 690,710 Saddles, J.1ek 
?o:'es 690,710 ~o ~O ?o:ish, noor (M) 377.$,723-726 S~o (M) 6S2-6S4~ 

I 
?o:.ish, £urni turo (M) 377.$,72.3-726 SoJ..ad. ~:sing ?'rep-
Po~:h, l'I'.etaJ. (M) 377.5,723-726 aX'iif.t.ion.::: ;360 , 

I ?olish., Rice 6S2-6S4~ Salads, F'...:::h, YMaX'Otd., I 
Polish, vcb1cl~ (M) 377.$,723-726 Meat or Vegetable 360 I 

t ?oma.ee, FrIlit 6S2-654J:. Salt 1;80 j 
652-654; I ?omaee, Crape ~t (M) ';00 I 

!;02 I ~~orn, not popped. ;.60,6S2~>4k Simdp:l.pel" I POpPed t;()rn (M) .360 ~ Reels :»5 
, 

Por"..er 3l0,;60 Sandwich Spread~ ~O,34S PO~~$ 69O,7l0 Sauce, pepper 320 '?ot.a.toes, cooked. and Sauce:, 'table .:.20 1 powdered., other than SQlJsa.ge 320 , 
! ~. )60 $.;a, .. ..age e.a.o:j ng3 ~ I 

I- i 
, 
I 
" . 



I 
~"e:-z, Oil ~~ Potatoes, proeessed, I I 

"'S:;...,.. ~ :P~:i-=.:.~ 3 2 I cooked. a.:ad pow~ 320 
Seb':' .~~, t'l.::r., -:-.it 

6$2-651.t I Po~to Chip~ (M) 360 or ground. 
Pot Seourers (M) 1 360 Seour1ng: 652-6541 ! Poultry' L1 tte:' I 652-6S4~ Scrap,. Fish 652-654t ~ Powder,:&Jd.:og or Ic.a."t )60 Scrap::, dried. meat 652-654~ I' Powder, Icing 33l¢ Sereem:cgs,.Al.1'alta Seed. 652-6$4!t Powder, Sa.chet or '!' oilet 39S SeroeW.gs, Bean or Pea 6S2-6S4; I 

I 
/ Powder.::!, Citrus Fruit Sereexnngz,. ~ ~~S4~ l Juice 360 SereeDings," Grain, ! 
i Power Pumps (M) 165 ground. 652-6541 / 

1 Powers, P'l:pi:c.g .365 Sere~s," Grain, 
/ Preservative:;, wood (M) 377.5,72.3-726 'I.lllgl"0\Uld. 652-654,. • Protector::, Box and Pin :365 Sereem:cgs, l"Jillet 652-65'4;- I 

Puddings .320 Sereci:cgs, ?~ R1ce 652-654~ 
/ 

Pulleys, '.rug 36$ Sereemngs, Pea 652-654: I 
/ Pull Rod Bloeks, 'Wooden 365 Seed, Broom C¢rn 652-654i ?u.lp, Beet 6S2-6S~ Seed.,. Fl.ax:Ie.ed 652-654 I 

1 i Pulp,. Dried Fruit. 652-6S4~ ~,. Hemp 6S2-654~ ! I Pulp, Fruit, citrus, Seed., Meli totU$ 652-654! i I dried,. flaked. or Seed.,. It'.illet 652-654 
! 

, granula.ted 652~54S- ~d," Rape 652-6S4sr ) Pulp, Fruit or Vegetable .320 Seed,Se::ame" 6$2-654: / 
/ ?ummies 6S2-6S4~ ~d,. Sorghum. 652-6S4,. ?ump~, ?ower (M) 36$ ~" Sun1'lower 652-654: 

I Pureo, '!'O%!'.a.~ 320 ~d., Sweet Clover 652-6SU~ 1 
1 

I (M) Denotes articles on 'Which applica.tion ot rates 
is limi tod to mixed 3hipment3. 

I 
I 

) 
I * J\Cldition, Doei::iO'r. ~;,. 65750 I 
I 

I . 
E:'F.::.C'rIVE 3;..oZ.~ .. ":.e 14 t 1.963 ! 

r Issued by the FUblic Utilities Commission of the State of Cal1£'orn1a., I 
San }"'ranci:Jeo, C.a.li£orW.." I Correction No. 13 24. ' 

-8-



Item II 

No. 
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SECTION NO. 1 - ROLES ~1D REGUIJa!ONS OF GEN"BRA.L 
APP.LIC~ION (Continued) 

EXCEPTIOl':S TO 'W"ESTE?N CUSSZFICAT:ON ~'D 
EXCE?XION SREBr (Cont1nued) 

Pctrol~. and Petroleum Produc~!, in pacy.ages, as 
deocri'oed in and. ~bject to the provision:: ot Item 
No. 723. 

~ we:Lg.ht 20 .• 000 pounds. •••••••••• eo •••••• _ •••••••• 

Minimum. weight ,30 ,000 poune~ • ~' ••••• " •••••••••••• , •••••• 
Y~~weight ~O~OOO pounds •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
y~~ weight lJ.O,OOO pou.~d.s .~ •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

(1) Not applicable OIl a.=ph.a.lt (azph.lltum), natural, 
by-product or petroleum, liqt:id (other tl:a.n 
pai.~t, stain or varni:;h) or solid. 

(2) Applicable only on asphalt (a!Jph.llt'lJm), natural, 
by-product or petroleum, li~d (other t~~ 
paint, ~tain or varni:h) or soli~ 

Pies, not other.dse indexed by l"WIle in the Western 
C~sification, no~ baked, frozen. 

tess carload •••••• __ .~_.~ ••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••• 

~~~ weight 20,000 pounds •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~~ weight )6,000 pounds •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pipe, cast iron pressure, not les.s t.h3n 12 teet. .and. not. 
more than let teet in length, 1%l straic:ht shipmcnt.s 
or in mixed =hipme::.ts wi tb. ca~ iron presoure pipe 
fit-tines. 

Pipe, ca::t iron :oil, :lot le:ss than 2 teet and not more 
t.h3n 11 feet in length., in ::t:'3igh.t shipment.s, or in 
mixed shipments with ca.:st iron soil pipe .fi ttil'lg~. 

l~ weight )6,000 pounds •••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• 

Plasterboard joint coxnpou."'ld, 'With or without applicator 
or pa.per ~ metal or .fabrie tape. 

Less e~lo~d ••••• ~ ••• ~ •••••• ~ ••••••••• _ ••••••••••••••• 

Synthetic plastie ::heet~, not othe~~se ~dexcd by ~~ 
in the We,ter:c. Classification, not woven, not· cellular, 
~dcd nor !o~edr not. fi:ished art.ielo:;, 1: p~kages 
or wrapped rolls, or in lengths o£ not le:s t~ 100 
teet rolled to a Ciameter 01' :ot less than ") inehes. 
Le~s earload ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• __ • 

Pla:ltics, synthetic, liquid or other th3n liquid, not 
otherw1se indexed. by nalnC in t.he vles~rn Cl~3i...""ica.t.:1.on, 
'..re1ghi:c.g JO pounds or more per cubic foot, in :'Ubber 
baGS, each bag cO:l~aining,not lc::~ t~ 9,000 pound~ ot 
plastics; con.~ienor to loa.d a.."'1d co:c."ignce to u:z:l.oa.d by 
mechanical me~. 

~ weight uO,OOO pounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Cla.:J:: I 
Ra.ti:le ! 

I 

I 
I 

90% ot lJ. I 

B 
I 

(l)C I 
(2)D I 

f 

I 
I 

, 

1 
I 

I 2 I 
lJ. I 
S I 

I 
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I 
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I 
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I I 

I I ~ I 

I 
I 
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I 
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B I 
I 
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, 

I (3) Iter...:: ,ho',,"!'! hereon i'ormerly appeased. 
on twenty-first Revised Page 39. Decieion No. 65750 

I~sucd by the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Califo~a. 
San Frzci~eo~ C:Ilit'orni.;.. 

Correetion No. 1)25 
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Itom. 
No. 

.380 

'~6 

382 

1 

.385 

I 

390 

SECTION NO.1 - ROLES ..u."D RmU"'.wA.TIONS OF C;~ 
A??I.ICA'l'ION (Cont1nued) 

E'.CBmONS '1'0 'W'FS'l'EP.H CUSSIFICATION AN!) CW3 
Z<CEP'l'ION SKEEl' (Continued) Rat1:lg 

Salt, cOn::::lon, lo:;s carload. •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 90% of 4 
. 

Saw Mill ~sid.ue co~i~ting of a ::1xture o£ t.wo or 
~ore o! the !ollow1ng: 'bark,. coIli!'er, ground.; 
sawc!ust; hilmUS or .t'orc~t hlJ:llus; in bulk, in 
carloads, ~ubject to Note l. 

~~~ weight 34,000 pound$ ••••••••••••••••••••••• C 
i~ w~ght 40,000 pou:d~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• E 

Note l: It more than one vehicle or combination o! 
vehicles cOMtituting 4 31rlgle Ul'lit ot 
ec;.ui;pment is used tor the trs..:l$port.s.tio:l 
o! a ~ingle 3hi~ent, each such vehicle or 
combination o! vehielez shall be 3Ubjeet 
to the m:i.:liJ:l\lm weight applica.ble. 

SolutiOn:! o! F.yd...'"'Ogen Peroxide containing less than 
e% F.ydrogen Peroxide b7 weight, value deela:ed in 
writi~ by the shipper, or agreed upon in writi."'lg 
80S the release value o! the property, not exc:eediDg 
10 cent:; per j)Ounc.. 

Less carload •••••••••• _ ••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• :3 
Carlo~: 

Mimmum weight .30,000 pouncis .•................... 4 

Sugar, in ;paekage~. 

tess carload •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 90% Qr 4 
Carloa.d: 

rJini:lum weight :30,000 pounds .... _ ••...••.......• :a 
M1n,mum weight 40,000 pounds •......•••..•......• C 

I 

(1) Items l'ol":1erly ap~al'i:lg on 'l'went;r-1"irst lie'vi~ed Page .39 and not 
shown hereon transferred. to Origi%lal Page :38-C. 

* Addition ) 
6 !(.eduction ) Decision No. 65750 

Issued. by the Public Utilities Commissio:o. o! the State or c.uifo1'rlis." 
Sa:l Frand.~o, California. 

Correction No. 1326 
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