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Decision No.

BEFCRE T&E PUBLIC UTILITIES CCMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Investi§ation into the adequacy ;
and sufiiciency of seating space

in passenger cars operated by g Case No. 6355
Southern Pacific Company between ~
points in Califormia.

(Appearances are listed in Decisiom No. 62991 issued
Decembexr 29, 1961 hercirn. The appearance of William V.
Ellis for the Califormia Legislative Board, Brother-
hood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen is changed
from interested party to protestant.)

QRINION

Cn April 11, 1963, respondent Southern Pacific Company
filed its petition for modification of the interim oxder herein
(Decision No. 6281 issued December 29, 1S61), requesting an
ex parte oxder authorizing respondent to convert its existing
passenger caxs with 41-1/2-inch seat spacing to 39-inch seat
spacing.

Teawing on the petition for modification was held in
San Francicco before Zxaminer Cline on June 12, 1963. Ar the con-
clusion of the hearing the matter was taken umder sutmission.

Evidence was introduced to show that pursvant o the
interim oxrder in Decision No. 62991 the 32 lightweight ¢hair cars
which formerly had 41-1/2~-irnch seat spacing were reconverted from
36-incly seat spacing to 39-inch seat spacing. The recomverted
cars have a capacity of 1,702 seats compared with an original
capacity of 1,560 seats, an imerxease of 142 seats ox the cquivalent

of 2 additional lightweight chair cars. Since the reconversion of
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these caxs no public complaints have been brought to the attention
of respondent. Similarly no public complaint has been made with
xegard to the 39-inca seat Spacing on the Cottonm Belt passenger
cars which have been in operztion in resmondent's passenger train
sexvice during the past tenm or eleven years.

In orxder to cconomically provide additional capacity
during periods of peak Passenger demand, respondent desires to reduce
the seat spacing on 82 of its passenger ¢ars f{rom 41-1/2 inches to
39 inches. This will produce 332 additional seats or approximately
the equivalent of 7 additional cars which are very much needed
during the periods of heavy travel. As the respondent proposes to
do the work of conversion only as the cars come in for normal
shopping, the work will be spread over a period of at least two or
three years.

Respondent does not propose to alter any of its leg~rest
cers which are used primarily for coach passengers trsveling lomg
distances, enabling them to sleep on the transcomtimental traims.

The Commission f£inds that the conversionm of the 33 light-
welght passenger cars from 41-1/2-ineh o 39?inch seat spacing

will not remder the seating on said cars improper, inadequate, or

insufficient for the health, safety and convenience of the passen=~

gers, and concludes that the petition of respondent for modifica-

tion of Decision No. 52591 should be granted.
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IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the xespondent Southern Pacific
Company is authorized to convert its existing 83 passenger caxs

with 41-1/2-inch seat spacing to mot less than 39-inch seat spacing.

The effective date of thls oxder shall be twenty days
afzexr the date hereof.

gl

Dated at 2 , California, thic

day of ANGUST 4 °




