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Decision No. 
66110 

------
BEFORE nm PtmLIC UTILITIZS C'J~-1!1ISSION OF THE SIATE OF CALIFORJ,'1IA 

In the M~tter of the Application 
of the C~TY OF FOLSOM to construct 
a ci~l street across the right of 
w2Y of the Southern Pacific Rail
:oad Company at Folsom Boulevard. 

Application No. 44977 
(Filed November 28, 1962) 

Louis A. BolS III, for opplicant. 
~3ndolph !{arr anc Harolcl S. Lentz, for Sou'the-m 

Pacific Company; Fred G. williams, ~or the 
County of Sacramen~o, interested partie~. 

Martin J. Lewis, for tbe Commission staff. 

o P I H ION --------_ ..... 

This application wa~ bea~d before Examiner Rowe at Folsom 

on August 15 and l6, 1963, and duly submitted. Southern Pacific 

Company, as interested party, intervened and moved that the County 

of Saera~neo be made a pa.ty and that Bidwell Street, as well as 

Sibley Street, be closed as a condition to granting the application. 

The Coun~J appeared and intervened in opposition to the closing of 

Bidwell Street, which is located in County ter~i'i:ot'Y~ 

Tl1e txac!~, where they c=oss Sibley St=eet and where they 

will cross the p:oposed extension of Nato~, are used by the rail

roso co~any only .sbout once pc%' month to move one o%' two freight 

cars to $nd from the Folsom Stwtion. Bidwell crOS$ec these tracl(S 

and al~o the tracl~ which are u~e~ by a frei~'t t:ain app~oxfmately 

twi.ce every ~7or!; day. By comparison with Sibley Street;, Sidwell 

can be considered as a heavily usecl street. It is the most dixect 

route between Aerojet and the new shoppiU3 cente~. The local 
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businessmen and residents strenuously object to any closing of the 

Bidwell Street crossing. 

Applicant introduced evidence to show that the proposed 

crossing at Natoma Street, as it is to be extended, is required by 

public convenience and necessity. The staff suggested that by 

closing Sibley Street the number of grade crossings in the City 

would not be increased. Sibley St~eet being close to other grade 

crossings can be closed without material inconvenience to the 

public. Representatives of the City did not indicate any objections 

to the closins of Sibley Street (also referred to as Figueroa 

Street). 

From the evidence of record the Commission finds that 

public convenience and necessity require that applicant be 

aueborized to open and extend Natoma Street across ti1e tracks of 

Southern Pacific Company in the City of Folsom at a point to be 

designated as Natoma Street Crossing AI~-lll.3; that public oafety 

requires that said grade crossinz be protected by adv~nce wnrning 

signs,and by two Standard No.1 crossing signs (General Order No. 

75-B) reflectorized with reflex-reflective sheet material and that 

contemporaneously with the open:tng at grade of this CI'o,ss1ns the 

nearby grade cros~ing of Sibley Street be effectively barricaded 

to vehicula: traffic., 

Based upon the above findings the Commission concludes 

that the application should be grsl"lted in the manner sct forth in 

the ensui'n3 order. Tbe motion of Southern Pacific Company that \ 

Bidwell Street be closed should and will be denied. ) 

-2-



A. 4L~977 • 

IT IS ORDERED that the City of Folsom is ~uti,orized to 

construct l!atoma Street at grade across the trae!s of Southem 

P~c~fic Comp~ny, at the location described in the application to be 

identif~e& ~~ Crossing Aa~-111.3~ Applicane shall bear entire 

const~uct~on expense, also maintenance cost outside of lines two 

feet ou~s~dc of the r~ils. Southe:n Pacific Company shall bear 

mainten~nce cost between suca l~nes. Width of the crossing shall 

be not leos ~,an 43 feet and 8rad~s of approach not greater tl,an 

2 pe:cene. Construct~on shall be equal to or supe:io= to 

Standard No. 2 of General Order No. 72. Protect~o~ shall be by 

acvance wa=nine signs ~nd by two Seandard No. 1 c=ozsing signs 

(General Oro.er No. 75-B) reflee~o=ized wid'l re£le:~-:efleetive 

sheet mate:r::al. 

IT IS FUF~T}~R ORDEP£D that upon completion of Natoma 

Street Grccl.e Crossing No. AI-1:A-ll1~3 'the grade cross:tnz at Sibley 

Street, Ho ~ P..!-lA-lll.5, shall be abolished by physical closing by 

the ~ail:oe~. The motion to close 2idwell Street is denied. ~ 
~]ithin tbirty days af~e: completion pu:suant to this 

order, appl~eant shall so ad~:se the Commission in wrieing. This 

autaori:ation shall e;~ire if no~ exercised within one yea% unless 

time be e::tended. 

~1e effec~ive dzte of this order shall be twenty days 

after the ~ate hereof. 

j). 
San FranCl:)CO Dated at _______________________ , Califo~ta, this 

c1a'T of OCTOBER , 1953. 
J _________________ ~ 


