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Decision No. 
66167 

BEFORE T:iE PUBLIC UT!LITIES COMMISSION O~ THE STAT.Z OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of TliE PACIFIC TELZPRONE ) 
AND TELE~RAPH COMPANY for authority ) 
to establish t~c Santa Nella special ) 
rate area within the los Banos ) 
exchange. ) 

Application No. 45745 
Filed September 6) 1963 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Tnc Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company by the above­

entitled application requests this COmmission, pursu3nt to Section 

454 of the Public Utilities Code of the State of California to 

authorize: (1) establisl1ment of the Santa Nella special rate area 

in the Los Banos exchange as set forth in Exhib1ts A and B attached 

to the application; (2) the proposed rates shown in Exhibit C 

attached to the application; and (3) withdrawal of suburban telephon.c 

services within the proposed Santa Nella special rate area. 

Applicant operates the Los Banos exchange in Merced County, 

California, and serves approximately 4,200 telephones within said 

exchange. 

The special rate area as proposed encompasses the community 

of Santa Nella. This community has experienced rapid growth sine~ 
the start of construction of the San Luis Dam and Reservoir 1n 1962. 

In addition the State o£ California plans extensive recreational 

facilities as a part of the San Luis project. These plans will 

result in continued growth and development since the community is 

located adjacent to the forcbay of ·the main reservoir. 

Applicant alleges that there is ?ub11c demand for, and it 

is in the public interest to establish, the proposed Santa Nella 

special rate area. 
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Development within the proposed special rate area includes 

the Santa Nella Mobile village; plans exist for 300 trailer spaces 

within the Mobile Village with nearly 100 already occupied. Other 

Oevelopments include Qn associated 14-unit commercial project now 

under construetion; it will accommodate a supermarket, beauty shop, 

televiSion repair serviee, dry cleaners, service station and pro­

vide office space. Based on applicant's most recent forecast of 

growth for the area, it is estimated that 200 main telephones will 

be in service by January 1, 1964. 

As of May 1963, applicant furnished 52 suburban services 

and 4 urban seryices within the proposed special rate area. 

Applicant proposes rates for primary urban services within 

the Santa Nella special rate area equivalent to Los Banos base rates 

plus an increment equal to three-quarter miles of suburban mileage 

cl~ge. This increment gives consideration to development within 

the proposed special rate area and ~ts distance of about thirty­

three-quarter miles from the base rate arca. 

The present and proposed races for principal classes of 

exchange service are set forth in Exhibit C as follows: 

Business 
I-Party Flat 
2-Party Flat 
Semipublic 

PBX Trunks 
Suburban 
Farmer Line 

Residence 
l-Party 
2-Party 
4-party 
Suburban 
Farmer Line 

Rate Per Month 
Prcscnt* proposed 

$ 7.00 
5.60 

.75 plus 

.21 per day 
10.50 

5.10 
1.55 

$ 4.40 
3.60 
3.00 
3.50 

.90 

$ 8.50 
6.65 
2.25 plus 
.21 per day 

12.00 
Not Offered 
1.85** 

$ 5.90 
4.65 
3.75 

Not Offered 
1.20** 

'fr Plus sub~ban m.i.lesge charges on urban services. 
X7~ Applicable to service connecting at the Special &ate Area. 
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Applicant proposes to furnish Los Banos urban service out­

side the base rate area and the proposed Santa Nella special rate 

area at either special rate area raCes plus suburban mileage charges 

to the ~earest point on the special rate area bounda~y or at base 

rates plus suburban mileage ct1arges to the nearest point on the 

base rate area boundary, whichever results in the lower charge to 

the subscriber. On this basis about 15 individual and party-line 

subscribe~s will have th~ir mileage charges reduced. 

Applicant estimates that, assuming normal regrading, 

annual revenues would decrease approximately $1,500. 

Applicant proposes to establish the Santa Nella special 

rate area within 6 months after authorization. 

The Commission has given conSideration to this matter and 

finds that a public hearing is not necessary and that a granting of 

the application, as herein provided, will result in improved se~~cc 

and will be in the public interest. The COmmission further finds 

that such increases in rates and charges as will result are 

justified and that, for the future, present rates, insofar as they 

dif~er from tnose herein presc=ibed, will become unjust and 

unreasonable upon the cstablisl~ent of the Santa Nella special rate 

arca; therefore, 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. After the effective da~e of this order and on or before 

~~y 31, 1964, applicant is authorized and directed to file with 

this Commission in conformance wit~ General Order No. 96-A, tariff 

schedules revised to show Santa Nella special rate area within the 

Los Banos excl1ange with a boundary substantially as set forth on 

Exhibits A and B attached to the application and rates for service 

within said special rate area 3S set forth on Exhibit C attached to 
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the application, and after not less than five days' notice to the 

Commission and to toe public to mal<e said rates effective for 

service coincident with the establishment of said special rate area. 

2. Applicant is authorize.d to withdraw suburban telephone 

service rates within the proposed Santa Nella special rate area 

upon establishment of such area. 

Tb2 effective date of t~~s order shall be twenty days 

after ~he date hereof. 

Dated at &no l!'rapClSCO 
'. ~\, 

of ---,a~C-H:1QfHo~~HI-" _, 1963. 

, California, this 

COCll:lls::;loncr \\'ill:i.~:n M. Bennett. be1ng 
necer.,~;~rily o'Qsent. d1d not partiC1pate 
in the d1~osttion or thi3 proceoding. 


