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Decision No. 66433 LR
Mo T

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

JESSE E. SIMPSON,

Complainant,

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND
TELEGRAPH COMPANY, a
coxporation,

)
)
vS. § Case No. 7698
3
:
)

Defendant.

Jesse E. Simpson, in propria pexsona.

Lawler, relix & Hall, by John M. Maller,
for defendant.

Rogexr Arnebergh, City Attoxney, by
Herbert G. Blitz, for the Police
Department of the City of Los Angeles,
intexvenor.

QPINION

Complainant sceks restoration of telephone service
at 420 E. 66th Street, Los Angeles, Califormia. Intexim restora-
tion was ordered pending further order (Decision No. 65970).
Defendant's answer alleges that on ox about August 13,
1963, it had reasonable cause to believe that service to
Mrs. Ethel Simpson under number 752-5229 was being or was to be
used as an instrumentality directly or indirectly to violate or
aid and abet violation of law, and therefore defendant was re-
quired to disconmect sexvice pursuant to the decision in Re Tele-

phone Discomnection, 47 Cal. ?.U.C. 853.
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The matter was heard and submitted before Examinex
DeWolf at Los Angeles on November &, 1963.

By letter of August 12, 1963, the Chief of Police of
the City of Los Angeles edvised defendant that the telephone
undexr number PL 25229 was being used to disseminate horse-racing
information used in connection with bookmaking in violation of
Penal Code Sectiom 337a, and requested disconmnection (Exhibit 1).

Complainant testified that he was at work and away

from home when the police removed his telephone; that he has no

knowledge of any illegal usc of the telephone; that he was not
arrested or charged with any violation of law.

Complainant further testified that his wife has an
asthmatic condition requiring a telcphone to contact a doctor;
that he has great need for telephone sexvice, and he did not and
will not use the telephone for any unlawful purpose.

A deputy city attornmey appeared and cross-examined
the complainant, but no testimony was offered on behalf of any
law enforcement agency.

We find that defendant's action was based upon reason-
able cause, and the evidence fails to show that the telephone
was used for any illegal purpose. Complainant is entitled to

service.
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IT IS ORDERED that Decision No. 65970, temporaxrily
rastoring service to complainant, is amended to show that it is
for the installation of new service and, as such, that it be made
permanent, subject to defendant's tariff provisions and existing
applicable law.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hexeof.

Dated at__ San Frandaco = cajjfornia, this_ /o 24,

day of_ Al eecactien], 1963.
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