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Decision No. __ 6_o_S_" 1_0 
~ ~ n rrn ~ It1n ~\ N 
~ iI~U ~ ~ U~Lfi.cl. 

BEFORE DiE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Applic~tion of Leland S. Gibbs and ~ 
Lillian H. Gibbs as joint tenants 
(Gibbs Ranch Water Company) to con
struct and operate a water system 
in the various units of the Gibbs ) 
Ranch Subdivision, also known as ) 
RANCHO SONORA ESTAtES, on Race Track ~ 
Road~ Tuolumne County. 

OPINION - .... _- ...... _--

Application No. 45501 
(Filed June 6, 1963) 

Applicants request authority to construct and operate a 

public utility water system in their sUbdivision known as ''Rancho 
, 

Sonora Estates", near Sonora, Tuolumne County, comprising about 28 

acres of land. Units Nos. 1 and 2, divided into 39 lots, are now 

under development and will be the initial area to be certificated. 

Unit 3, contiguous to Unit 2, is in the planning stage. 

Estimated cost of plant, including land, for the initial 

system, as adjusted by the Commdssion staff from exhibits submitted 

by applicants, totals $43,589.15, to be paid from applicants' 

personal funds. Source of water supply will be from the Pacific 

Gas and Electric Company's Race Track Canal of its Tuolumne Ditch 

System, pursuant to a supply contract for two miners inches (22.4 

gpm) of untreated water at rates set forth in Pacific's Tuolumne 

Water System Schedule No.6, "Resale Service". Details of construc

tion and operation of the system and proposed schedules of rates are 

shown in applicants' exhibits, as revised by data submitted under a 

letter dated August 21, 1963, hereby included in this record as 

Exhibit 1, and in a report prepared by an engineer of the CommiSSion's 

st~ff, dated November 5, 1963~ hereby included in this record as 

Exhibit 2. 
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We find that public convenience and necessity require 

the construction and operation of a public utility water system by 

applicants, substantially as proposed in the application herein 

and in accordance with the ensuing order .. 

the certificate hereinafter granted shall be subject to 

'the following provision of law: 

The Commission shall have no power to authorize 
the capitalization of this certificate of public 
convenience and necessity or the right to own, 
operate, or enjoy such certificate of public 
convenience and necessity in excess of the amount 
(exclusive of any 'tax or annual charge) actually 
paid to the State as the consideration for the 
issuance of such certificate of public convenience 
and necessity or right .. 

the action taken herein is for the issuance of a certifi-

cate of public convenience and necessity only and is not to be con

sidered as indicative of amounts to be included in future proceedings 

for the purpose of determining just and reasonable rates. 

Applicants have indicated, in writing, that they would 

like to commence serving water as of January 1, 1964, if possible. 

Accordingly, the authority herein granted will be made effective 

as of the date hereof, but subject to compliance by applicants with 

provisions of the ensuing order relating to filing of tariffs and 

other requirements to be completed prior to the date service is 

first furniShed to the public under the authority herein granted. 

A public hearing is not necessary. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1.. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is 

g"Cat\t~d to Leland S. Cibbs an~ Lillian R. Cibbs (Cibbs Ranch '#Jat~t 
company), ~uthor1z1ng chem to construct and operate a p~bL1c utility 
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water system to serve Units Nos. 1 and 2, Rancho Sonora Estates, 

Tuolumne County. 

2. Witbin one year· after th~ effective date of this order, 

applicants are authorized to file with this Commission, the sched

ules of rates set forth in Appendix A attached to this order, 

together with rules governing service to customers, a tariff 

service area map and copies of printed forms to be used in connec

tion with customers' service. Such filing shall comply with 

General Order No. 96-A, and the tariff sheets, if acceptable to 

the Commission, shall become effective upon five days' notice to 

the Commission and to the public after filing as hereinbefore 

provided. 

3. Compliance by applican:s with paragraph 2 of this order 

shall constitute acceptance by them of the right and obligation to 

furnish public utility water service within the area certificated 

herein. The authority granted herein shall expire unless the 

designated tariff sheets are filed within one year after the 

effective date of this order. 

4. Prior to the date service is first furnished to the public 

under the authority granted herein, applicants shall apply to the 

appropriate public health authority having jurisdiction for a 

wate= supply permit for the proposed system and submit written 

notice thereof to this Commission. 

5. Within ten days after the date service is first rendered 

to the public under the rates and rules authorized herein, appli

cants shall submit written notice thereof to this Commission. 

6. Within thirty days after the system is first placed in 

operation under the authority granted herein, applicants shall file 

four copies of a comprehensive map, drawn to an indicated scale of 

not more than 400 feet to the inch, delineating by appropriate 
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markings the tract of land and territory served; the principal water 

production, storage and distribution facilities; and the location 

of the various properties related to applicants' water system cer

tificated herein. 

7. Beginning with the year 1964, applicants shall determine 

depreciation accruals by multiplying the depreciable utility plant 

by a rate of 3 percent. n1is rate shall be used until review 

indicates tha'!: it should be revised. Applicants shall review the 

depreciation rate, using the stra1gnt-11ne remaining life method, 

when major c~"angcs in utility plant composition occur and at inter

vals of not more than five years, and shall revise the above rate 

in conformance with such reviews. Results of these reviews shall 

be submitted to this Commission. 

Tl"e effective date of this order shall be the date hereof. 

Dated at San Fr:l.nc1SCo , California, thiS;;J!! 

dey of ____ D .... E .... C ..... E""'M ... 8 EwR ... · ____ , 196 .. 

~ommissioners 

Commissioner Coorgo 'C. 'Crover, l5e!ng 
noeQs~ar11y absont. did not participate 
in the disposition ot this proceeding. 
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APPLICAElnITY 

APPENDIX A 
Page 1 of 5 

Schedule No. lA 

ANNUAL GENERAL METERED SERVICE 

Applic~ble to all metered water service furnished on an annual ba~i~. 

TERRITORY 

the area known a~ Rancho Sonora E5tates and vicinity, located about 
one mile west of Sonora, Tuolumne C~unty. 

RATES -
Monthly Quantity Rates: 

First 
Next 
Next 
Over 

800 cu.rt. or less • • • • • • • • • • 
2,200 cu.ft., per 100 cu.ft. • • • • • • 
7,000 cu.ft., per 100 cu.ft ••••• 

10,000 cu.ft .. , per 100 cu.ft. • • .. • .. .. 

Annual Minimum Charge: 

For S/8 x 3/L.-inch meter. • 
For 3lu-inch meter. 

· . . . . . . . 
.. .. . 

For l-inch meter. • . . . . . . . . . . 
For l,-ineh meter •• · . . . . . . . 
For 2-inch meter. · . . . 

The Annual Minimum Charge will entitle the 
customer to the quantity of water each month 
which one twelfth of the .annual min1mwn 
charge will purchase at the Monthly Quantity 
Rates. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

Per Meter 
Per Month 

$ 3.7$ 
.2$ 
.20 
.1$ 

Per Meter 
Per Year 

$ 45.00 
$9 .. 00 
8S.00 

147.00 
210.00 

l. The annual miIilinum charge applies to service d.uring the 12-month 
period commencing JM.uary 1~ and is due in advance. If a permanent 
resident of the area has 'been a customer of the utility for at least. 

(Continued) 
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APPOOD: A 
Page 2 of 5 

Sehed.ule No. 1A 

ANNUAL GENERAL METERED SERVICE 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS (Continued.) 

12 month:, he may elect, at t.he beginning of the calendar year, to p~ 
prorated m~um charges in advance at interv~s of less than one year 
(:nonthly, 'bimonthly or quarterly) in a.ccordance with the utility's 
est~'blished 'billing periods f.or water used in excess of the monthly 
allowance under the annual mini1n'UlTl. charge. When meters are read 
oi.'nonthly or quarterly, the charge will be computed by doubling or 
trlpling l respeetive1YI the number or cubic teet to which each block 
rate is a~plicable on a. monthly basis. 

2. The opening bill for metered ~ervice, except upon conversion 
~om tlat rate service, Shall be the established annual ~~um charge 
tor the service. Where initial service is established atter the first 
day of any year, the portion of such annual charge applicc.ble to the 
~urrent year shall be determined by multiplying the annuo.l charge by 
O:'le threc-hundred-sixty-fi£th (1/.36$) of the number of days rcrn.aining 
in the calendar year. The balance of the payment of the initial annual 
charge shall be credit~1 against the charges for the succeeding annual 
period. If service is not continued for at least one year after the 
date of initial s~r~ce, nc refund of the initial annual charges shall 
be due the customer. 
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APPLICABILITY' 

APPENDIX A 
Page 3 or 5 

Schedule No. 2AR 

ANNUAL RESIDENTIAL ~ ~ .;;;SER=--VI=CE= 

Applicable to all flat rate residential water service furnished 
on an annual basis. 

TERRITORY 

The area known as Rancho Sonora. Estates and viCinity" located about 
one mile west or Sonora" Tuolumne County. 

RATE -

For A single-£~~ re~ident~ unit, 
~Q~U~e pr~8e8 no~ eXQee~g 

15,000 sq.!t. in area •••••••• 

Per Service Connection 
Per Year 

• • • $Sh.oo 
a. For each 100 ~q.~t. o£ prem1~e~ in 

excess or 15,000 sq.ft. • •••• 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

1. The above flat rate applie~ to ~erv1ee connections not larger 
than l-inch in di~eter. 

2. .All service not covered. by the above c:.a.ssifica.t:i..on shall be 
~~ished only on a metered basi~. 

3· For service covered. by the above cl:lssificat1on, 1£ the utility 
or the customer so elects> a meter sha.ll be installed and service 
provided under Schodule No.lA" Annual General Meterod Service, effective 
as of the fir:;t do.y or the follOwing calendar month. Where the flat rate 
charg~ for a pariod has been paid in advance) refund ot the prorated 
difference between such ~ rate p~ent and the minimum meter charge for 
the same period. shall "be l'IUI.de on or 'oe:Core that day. 

(Continued) 
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APPENDIX A 
Page 4 of 5 

Schedule No. 2AR 

ANNUAL RESIDENTIAL ~ ~ .::.;SER;;.;.;."".-,;IC=E 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS (Continued) 

4. The annual fl~t rato charge applies to Bervice duri~g the 12-~onth 
period eomencing Ja:n-u:xry 1 e.nd 1.3 due in a.dvance. If a permanent resident 
of the area has been a cu~tom~r o~ th~ utility for ~t le~st 12 months, he 
may elect~ at the beginning of the calendar year, to pay prorated flat rate 
chargeo in advance at intervale of less th~ one year (monthly, bimonthly 
or quarterly) in accordance ~th the utility'o eot~bl1ohed billing periods. 

5. The opening bill for flat rate service shall be the established 
annual flat rate charge for the service. Whero initi~l sorvice'is 
established after the first day of a.ny year, the portion of sueh annual 
charge applicable to the current year shall be determined by multiplying 
the annual charge by one three-hundrod-oixty-firth (1/365) of the n'lJmber 
of d3.YS remaining in the ealendar year. The balance of the payment of 
the initial annual charge shall be credited ag~1nst tho eharges for the 
succeeding ~~UB.l period. If service is not continued for at leaot one 
year after the date of initial service, no refUnd of the initial annual 
ehe.rge~ shall be due the customer. 
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APPLICABILITY 

APPENDIX A 
Page 5 or 5 

Schedulo No. 5 

,;.,;PUB=LI:.;;.C ~ HYDRANT SERVICE 

Applicable to all :Cire hydrant service furni:3hed to municil'tllitios, 
duly organized fire d1strict~ and other political subd1.vj.:'Iions of the 
Sta.te. 

TERRTTClRY 

The area known aG Rancho Sonora Estates and vicinity, loc~ted about 
one mile ~e~t of Sonora1 Tuolumne County. 

Pe:!:' Month 

For ench hy~r~nt . . . . . . . . . . . . . $; 2.00 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

1. For w~ter deliver~d for other than fire protoction purposes, 
charges :::IM,11 be made at tho ~unntity r8.ta~ undGr SQhed\lle No. lA1 
Annual General Metered Service. 

2. Relocation of any hydrant shall be at the expenze of the pa.rty 
requesting relocation. 

;. Fire hyerants shall be attached to the utility's distribution 
mains upon receipt of proper authorization from the appropriato public 
authority. Such authorization shall deSignate the specific location a.t 
~hich each 13 to be installed. 

4. The utility will supply only such ~ater at such pres3uro as may 
be available from time to time as a rosult of its normal operation of th~ 
oystem. 


