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Decision No. 66961 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE 5rATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the ~tter of the Application of ) 
NORn-lWESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY ~ 
.snd RAIJJilAY EXPRESS AGENCY, INC., for 
authority to discontinue agency at 
South Fork, County of Humboldt, State 
of California, and to maintain said 
station as 3 Class "A" non-agency 
station. 

Application No. 45817 
(Filed September 27, 1963). 

Randolph Karr and Harold S. Lentz, for applicants. 

Warren E. Fisher and Eugene L. E~ Jr. and Leonard 
M. wic~liffe, for the Oraer of aiiroad Tele
graphers, protestant. 
Leonard M. Wickliffe also appeared for the Order 
c>fRailway Conductors and Brakemen, and Railroad 
Brotherhoods California Legislative Association, 
protestants. 

Harry Paul Cochran, for the Commission staff. 

OPINION - ................... -

Northwestern Pacific Railroad Compsny and Railway Express 

Agency, Inc. request an order authorizing them to discontinue their 

respective agencies at South Fork, and applicant railroad to there

after ~intain its station at that point as a Class'~'nonageney 

station for the receipt or delivery of freight in any quantity, 

carload or less. 

Public hearing was held at Weott before Examiner Rowe on 

January 15, 1964, at which time evidence was received and both 

~atters wer~ submitted for decision. 

According to applicant railroad's evidence practically all 

of the business handled by this agency consisted of carload freight, 

mostly lumb~r. During 1962, 1,223 carloads originated and 84 
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c~rlo~ds terminated there. Less-than-ca:losd freight has been and 

will continue to be picked up and delivered in this area by Callison 

Truck Lines, Inc., even though the agency is discontinued. The 

r~ilroQd agent also acts as ~gent for Railway Exp=css ASency~ and 

d~ring sai~ year 366 express shipments were handled o 

The sbippers in the area were duly notified of the applica

tion and of the hearir~ but none appeared to protest. One wool 

8ro~er testified that his association had originally objected but 

th~t after the proposal had been explained to them tbey had withdrawn 

their objections. Several shippers testified thet they were 

convinced ~1at they would not be ~dverscly affected by the granting 

of the ~pplication. 

The evidence of Northwestern Pacific shows that an 

industrial clerk from Eureka can and will adequately perform all 

=equirecl work in the area; that no addition to the Eureka agency will 

be rcq~ired; and that the net at4~ual savinss will be approximately 

$6) 500. Accordingly ~ the Cocmission fincl~ that the transpor'cation 

se=v~ce at Soutb Fork will not be adversely affected by the propos~d 

discontinuance of the agencyo 

The evidence of Railway Exp:ess Agency shows that without 

~tilization of the railroad1 s agent at South Fork it is not fe~sible 

to employ a ccrchant ogent and tnat any attempt to m~intain its own 

office with a full time agent would result in prohibitive losses and 

would serve public convenience and necessity only in a very small 

Qc~nu=c. Tl1e revenue of Railway Express Agency at South Fork ciuring 

lSSS zmounted to an average of $86.58 per month o The usual COmal{S

ei,~n to a mcrch.3nt agent of 10 percent would mean that the agent 
~. 

CC'l.1:!.cl c::pcct pa}"tD.ent of only $8 .. 65 per oontb o It cl~i:::lcd 

th~c no local merchant would~ for that sum, be willing to assume the 
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responsibility and spend the t~e to become cognizant of the 

express company's complicated rates. Ihe nearest remaining Railway 

Express Agency service is at Scotia, 18 miles to the north. 

Counsel for applicants objected to the appearance on 

behalf of the union.s who were protesting the loes of the agent t s 

job. The obj ection was overruled by the Examiner. 

The Commission finds that public convenience and neces

sity no longer rcqui:c the m~intenancc by spplic~nts of their ~. 

respective agenci.es at S~uth Fork. Tbc d!.'p::'i~~'t1on should be 

granted. 

ORDER. 
----~---

IT IS OR.'OERE:> that: 

1. Applicants are authorized to discontinue their agencies 

at South Fo:::!<) Ht.-=mbolclt Co\.:nty. The authorization of the railroad 

applicant 5.s subj eC'i: to the foJ.lc':~ing conditio::ls: 

(a) No~thWQ$tc~~ P~cific Rcilro~d CDop~ny sh~ti 
lIU'~l"'I.~a1.n :'laiod a.t.Qt'1.0'l:\, :'1"\ ~ Cloilss 'A" nonascncy 
st~\';:~S ~~r the receipt I::: d~livc:ty of f-re1.8h t: 
in n:'\y qt!~nti ty ~ eaX'lc;:l~;=. or less 0 

(b) ~ritT:li~ c~e hl.'tl.c:ed t:1?en,ty d~vs af:~~ the 
ci£=c~:tvo d.:l~.~ ~'";=.~O~:~ ~;';':I~.·! r\'\'~ lr: .... t.~ ~h,:r.J. tlin 
C~'Ii'S prior to the ci.:!.:;c-=~t:i..c\..,:\c') 0'( tb""~ 
agency at South Fork) l'IoZ'th\;;~$'i:er.a Pacific 
R~ilroad Company and Railw~ ZX?r~ss Agency, 
Inc. shall post ~ notice of sueh discontinuance 
at the station and, ~.;i::hin c:!e ht.."ndred t':venty 
days Dftcr the cfi":~c-=i ve dat~ ~"'C4CO£ and on 
not le~s than ten days' no~~cc to the Commission 
~~d ~o the public, applic~nts shall file in 
duplicate amendments to their respective tariffs 
showing the cbanges authorized herein and shall 
make reference in such notice and tariffs to 
this decision as ~uthority for the changes. In 
no event shall the agent be removed, pursuant to 
the authority hereinabove granted, earlier than 
the effective dcte of the tariff filings 
required hereunder. 
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(c) Within thirty days after discontinuance of 
service as herein authorized, applicants 
shall, in writing, notify this COam1ssion 
thereof and of compliance with the above 
conditions • 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 
Dated at ___ $.D. __ 1t'r8.n __ ~ _____ , California, this 

day of _--",~~~fl ... aloolii . .J;;;o..;.;o.g .... ..J ____ , 1964. 

cOiiiDlssloners 

Comm1~slonor Everett C. KeKenge. boin~ 
nocessarily absent. did not participato 
in the disposition or this proceoding. 
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